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Divine Provision

Marriage is God’s provision for human happinessn@ses 2:18-24; Proverbs 18:22; 19:14).

Genesis 2:18-24 ... 18 Then the Lord God saidis‘tiot good for the man to be alone; |
will make him a helper suitable for him.” 19 Outtbe ground the Lord God formed
every beast of the field and every bird of the akg, brought them to the man to see what
he would call them; and whatever the man calletviag creature, that was its name. 20
The man gave names to all the cattle, and to ttas if the sky, and to every beast of the
field, but for Adam there was not found a helpetadile for him. 21 So the Lord God
caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, andepg; shen He took one of his ribs and
closed up the flesh at that place. 22 The Lord €astlioned into a woman the rib which
He had taken from the man, and brought her to the.r83 The man said, “This is now
bone of my bones, And flesh of my flesh; She kbaladlled Woman, Because she was
taken out of Man.” 24 For this reason a man shadive his father and his mother, and
be joined to his wife; and they shall become oeshfl (NASB95)

Proverbs 18:22 ... 22 He who finds a wife findsoadjthing And obtains favor from the
Lord. (NASB95)

Proverbs 19:14 ... 14 House and wealth are an inaece from fathers, But a prudent
wife is from the Lord. (NASB95)

Exclusive Privileges

Marriage provides exclusive privileges (Provertdb&23; 1 Corinthians 7:1-5; Hebrews 13:4).

Proverbs 5:15-23 ... 15 Drink water from your owstern And fresh water from your
own well. 16 Should your springs be dispersed atbr&reams of water in the streets?
17 Let them be yours alone And not for strangetk wou. 18 Let your fountain be
blessed, And rejoice in the wife of your youthA%%a loving hind and a graceful doe, Let
her breasts satisfy you at all times; Be exhiladeddvays with her love. 20 For why
should you, my son, be exhilarated with an aduter®nd embrace the bosom of a
foreigner? 21 For the ways of a man are beforeeyes of the Lord, And He watches all
his paths. 22 His own iniquities will capture theked, And he will be held with the
cords of his sin. 23 He will die for lack of insttion, And in the greatness of his folly he
will go astray. (NASB95)



1 Corinthians 7:1-5 ... 1 Now concerning the thilagpout which you wrote, it is good for
a man not to touch a woman. 2 But because of imlitiesa each man is to have his own
wife, and each woman is to have her own husbaithe3husband must fulfill his duty to
his wife, and likewise also the wife to her hushanhihe wife does not have authority
over her own body, but the husband does; and I&®waiso the husband does not have
authority over his own body, but the wife doestdp $lepriving one another, except by
agreement for a time, so that you may devote ytugsé¢o prayer, and come together
again so that Satan will not tempt you becauseaf jack of self-control. (NASB95)

Hebrews 13:4 ... 4 Marriage is to be held in hoaarong all, and the marriage bed is to
be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers Godlyudge. (NASB95)

Mutual Responsibilities

Marriage requires mutual responsibilities (Ephesizr22-32; Colossians 3:18-19; 1 Peter 3:1-7).

Ephesians 5:22-32 ... 22 Wives, be subject to gaur husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For
the husband is the head of the wife, as Christigl$iee head of the church, He Himself
being the Savior of the body. 24 But as the chig&ubject to Christ, so also the wives
ought to be to their husbands in everything. 25b4nsls, love your wives, just as Christ
also loved the church and gave Himself up for Bérso that He might sanctify her,
having cleansed her by the washing of water wigwibrd, 27 that He might present to
Himself the church in all her glory, having no spotwrinkle or any such thing; but that
she would be holy and blameless. 28 So husbandt alsp to love their own wives as
their own bodies. He who loves his own wife lovessélf; 29 for no one ever hated his
own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, jusTlgst also does the church, 30 because
we are members of His body. 31 For this reason a shall leave his father and mother
and shall be joined to his wife, and the two shaltome one flesh. 32 This mystery is
great; but | am speaking with reference to Christlahe church. (NASB95)

Colossians 3:18-19 ... 18 Wives, be subject to hogbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19
Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittagaihst them. (NASB95)

1 Peter 3:1-7 ... 1 In the same way, you wivesuienissive to your own husbands so
that even if any of them are disobedient to thedwilrey may be won without a word by
the behavior of their wives, 2 as they observe ybiaste and respectful behavior. 3 Your
adornment must not be merely external—braidinghtig and wearing gold jewelry, or
putting on dresses; 4 but let it be the hidden persf the heart, with the imperishable
quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is piats in the sight of God. 5 For in this
way in former times the holy women also, who hopé&sgiod, used to adorn themselves,
being submissive to their own husbands; 6 justamalBSobeyed Abraham, calling him
lord, and you have become her children if you datighright without being frightened
by any fear. 7 You husbands in the same way, liveywur wives in an understanding
way, as with someone weaker, since she is a woamahshow her honor as a fellow heir
of the grace of life, so that your prayers will & hindered. (NASB95)



Sacred Covenant

Marriage is a sacred, three-fold covenant betwema a woman and their God (Malachi 2:13-
16; Proverbs 2:16-19; Matthew 19:3-9).

Malachi 2:13-16 ... 13 “This is another thing yoa:d/ou cover the altar of the Lord with
tears, with weeping and with groaning, because bléonger regards the offering or
accepts it with favor from your hand. 14 “Yet yay s'For what reason?’ Because the
Lord has been a witness between you and the wifeusfyouth, against whom you have
dealt treacherously, though she is your companiash your wife by covenant. 15 “But
not one has done so who has a remnant of the Spirit what did that one do while he
was seeking a godly offspring? Take heed thenuo sgrit, and let no one deal
treacherously against the wife of your youth. 1®f'[F hate divorce,” says the Lord, the
God of Israel, “and him who covers his garment witfong,” says the Lord of hosts.
“So take heed to your spirit, that you do not dieehcherously.” (NASB95)

Proverbs 2:16-19 ... 16 To deliver you from th@stre woman, From the adulteress who
flatters with her words; 17 That leaves the comparof her youth And forgets the
covenant of her God; 18 For her house sinks dowdetth And her tracks lead to the
dead; 19 None who go to her return again, Nor deytheach the paths of life. (NASB95)

Matthew 19:3-9 ... 3 Some Pharisees came to Jesstg)g Him and asking, “Is it lawful
for a man to divorce his wife for any reason aPal And He answered and said, “Have
you not read that He who created them from therbegg made them male and female, 5
and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave hifiéa and mother and be joined to his
wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 “Sxy thre no longer two, but one flesh.
What therefore God has joined together, let no separate.” 7 They said to Him, “Why
then did Moses command to give her a certificatdajrce and send her away?” 8 He
said to them, “Because of your hardness of hearsédqermitted you to divorce your
wives; but from the beginning it has not beenway. 9 “And | say to you, whoever
divorces his wife, except for immorality, and measranother woman commits adultery.”
(NASB95)

Temporal Relationship

Marriage is a temporal and earthly relationshif,aroeternal and heavenly one (Ecclesiastes
9:2-10; Matthew 22:23-33; Mark 12:18-27; Luke 204).

Ecclesiastes 9:2-10 ... 2 It is the same for dllefE is one fate for the righteous and for
the wicked; for the good, for the clean and for tinelean; for the man who offers a
sacrifice and for the one who does not sacrificethfe good man is, so is the sinner; as
the swearer is, so is the one who is afraid to sw@dhis is an evil in all that is done
under the sun, that there is one fate for all nfamthermore, the hearts of the sons of
men are full of evil and insanity is in their hesathroughout their lives. Afterwards they
go to the dead. 4 For whoever is joined with adl tiving, there is hope; surely a live dog
is better than a dead lion. 5 For the living kndwey will die; but the dead do not know
anything, nor have they any longer a reward, faittmemory is forgotten. 6 Indeed



their love, their hate and their zeal have alregdyished, and they will no longer have a
share in all that is done under the sun. 7 Go tleer,your bread in happiness and drink
your wine with a cheerful heart; for God has alrgaapproved your works. 8 Let your
clothes be white all the time, and let not oil &eking on your head. 9 Enjoy life with the
woman whom you love all the days of your fleetiiggwhich He has given to you under
the sun; for this is your reward in life and in ydaoil in which you have labored under
the sun. 10 Whatever your hand finds to do, datht all your might; for there is no
activity or planning or knowledge or wisdom in Sh&here you are going. (NASB95)

Matthew 22:23-33 ... 23 On that day some Saddugdes say there is no resurrection)
came to Jesus and questioned Him, 24 asking, “Teradhoses said, ‘If a man dies
having no children, his brother as next of kin sin@rry his wife, and raise up children
for his brother.” 25 “Now there were seven brotheiish us; and the first married and
died, and having no children left his wife to histher; 26 so also the second, and the
third, down to the seventh. 27 “Last of all, themman died. 28 “In the resurrection,
therefore, whose wife of the seven will she beliey all had married her.” 29 But
Jesus answered and said to them, “You are mistal@mynderstanding the Scriptures
nor the power of God. 30 “For in the resurrectidrey neither marry nor are given in
marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 31 “Bujaeding the resurrection of the dead,
have you not read what was spoken to you by God:&82 the God of Abraham, and the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is notGloel of the dead but of the living.” 33
When the crowds heard this, they were astonishétisateaching. (NASB95)

Mark 12:18-27 ... 18 Some Sadducees (who sayhbet ts no resurrection) came to
Jesus, and began questioning Him, saying, 19 “Tegdioses wrote for us that if a
man'’s brother dies and leaves behind a wife anddsano child, his brother should
marry the wife and raise up children to his broth2® “There were seven brothers; and
the first took a wife, and died leaving no childréd “The second one married her, and
died leaving behind no children; and the third ikse; 22 and so all seven left no
children. Last of all the woman died also. 23 “hetresurrection, when they rise again,
which one’s wife will she be? For all seven had near her.” 24 Jesus said to them, “Is
this not the reason you are mistaken, that youataunderstand the Scriptures or the
power of God? 25 “For when they rise from the ddhéy neither marry nor are given in
marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 26 “Bujaeding the fact that the dead rise
again, have you not read in the book of Mosedh@plassage about the burning bush,
how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God of Alma, and the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob’? 27 “He is not the God of the deadt, df the living; you are greatly
mistaken.” (NASB95)

Luke 20:27-40 ... 27 Now there came to Him somkeoSadducees (who say that there is
no resurrection), 28 and they questioned Him, sgyifeacher, Moses wrote for us that

if a man’s brother dies, having a wife, and hehgdiess, his brother should marry the
wife and raise up children to his brother. 29 “Nd¢were were seven brothers; and the
first took a wife and died childless; 30 and thems® 31 and the third married her; and

in the same way all seven died, leaving no child82‘Finally the woman died also. 33
“In the resurrection therefore, which one’s wifelivehe be? For all seven had married
her.” 34 Jesus said to them, “The sons of this engery and are given in marriage, 35



but those who are considered worthy to attain &i #ge and the resurrection from the
dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage; 88 they cannot even die anymore,
because they are like angels, and are sons of R&dg sons of the resurrection. 37
“But that the dead are raised, even Moses showethe passage about the burning
bush, where he calls the Lord the God of Abraham,the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob. 38 “Now He is not the God of the dead buhefliving; for all live to Him.” 39
Some of the scribes answered and said, “Teacher,hdoe spoken well.” 40 For they
did not have courage to question Him any longendafamything. (NASB95)

Spiritual Foundation

Happiness in marriage is rooted in maintainingappr relationship with God (Psalm 128:1-6;
cf. also 127:1-5).

Psalm 128:1-6 ... 1 A Song of Ascents. How bleissexkryone who fears the Lord, Who
walks in His ways. 2 When you shall eat of the fstiyour hands, You will be happy and
it will be well with you. 3 Your wife shall be lilefruitful vine Within your house, Your
children like olive plants Around your table. 4 Bé&h for thus shall the man be blessed
Who fears the Lord. 5 The Lord bless you from Zéord may you see the prosperity of
Jerusalem all the days of your life. 6 Indeed, i@y see your children’s children. Peace
be upon Israel'! (NASB95)

Psalm 127:1-5 ... 1 A Song of Ascents, of Solodoless the Lord builds the house,
They labor in vain who build it; Unless the Lordagds the city, The watchman keeps
awake in vain. 2 It is vain for you to rise up gaiTo retire late, To eat the bread of
painful labors; For He gives to His beloved evernis sleep. 3 Behold, children are a
gift of the Lord, The fruit of the womb is a rewadd_ike arrows in the hand of a

warrior, So are the children of one’s youth. 5 Hblessed is the man whose quiver is full
of them; They will not be ashamed When they spéhkhveir enemies in the gate.
(NASB95)

Recognize the value of character (Genesis 6:1&ePbs 12:4; 14:1; 31:10-31).

Genesis 6:1-9 ... 1 Now it came about, when mearbggmultiply on the face of the
land, and daughters were born to them, 2 that tmesof God saw that the daughters of
men were beautiful; and they took wives for themeselwhomever they chose. 3 Then the
Lord said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man fver, because he also is flesh;
nevertheless his days shall be one hundred andyweiars.” 4 The Nephilim were on
the earth in those days, and also afterward, wihensbns of God came in to the
daughters of men, and they bore children to themos& were the mighty men who were
of old, men of renown. 5 Then the Lord saw thaitidkedness of man was great on the
earth, and that every intent of the thoughts ofil@art was only evil continually. 6 The
Lord was sorry that He had made man on the eartld, lde was grieved in His heart. 7
The Lord said, “I will blot out man whom | have ated from the face of the land, from
man to animals to creeping things and to birdshefsky; for | am sorry that | have made
them.” 8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of thedlL® These are the records of the



generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, éless in his time; Noah walked
with God. (NASB95)

Proverbs 12:4 ... 4 An excellent wife is the crafzher husband, But she who shames
him is like rottenness in his bones. (NASB95)

Proverbs 14:1 ... 1 The wise woman builds her hoBséthe foolish tears it down with
her own hands. (NASB95)

Proverbs 31:10-31 ... 10 An excellent wife, who fad? For her worth is far above
jewels. 11 The heart of her husband trusts in Aad he will have no lack of gain. 12
She does him good and not evil All the days ofifeerl3 She looks for wool and flax
And works with her hands in delight. 14 She is tilexchant ships; She brings her food
from afar. 15 She rises also while it is still nighnd gives food to her household And
portions to her maidens. 16 She considers a fieltllzuys it; From her earnings she
plants a vineyard. 17 She girds herself with sttbrignd makes her arms strong. 18 She
senses that her gain is good; Her lamp does nailgat night. 19 She stretches out her
hands to the distaff, And her hands grasp the $pir&) She extends her hand to the
poor, And she stretches out her hands to the n@ddghe is not afraid of the snow for
her household, For all her household are clothethwstcarlet. 22 She makes coverings
for herself; Her clothing is fine linen and purp@3 Her husband is known in the gates,
When he sits among the elders of the land. 24 Skesiinen garments and sells them,
And supplies belts to the tradesmen. 25 Strengihdagnity are her clothing, And she
smiles at the future. 26 She opens her mouth idoms And the teaching of kindness is
on her tongue. 27 She looks well to the ways ohbasehold, And does not eat the bread
of idleness. 28 Her children rise up and bless It husband also, and he praises her,
saying: 29 “Many daughters have done nobly, But gecel them all.” 30 Charm is
deceitful and beauty is vain, But a woman who féaed_ord, she shall be praised. 31
Give her the product of her hands, And let her wgmiaise her in the gates. (NASB95)

Realize the importance of temperament (Proverbs3121:9, 19; 27:15-16).

Proverbs 19:13 ... 13 A foolish son is destructimhis father, And the contentions of a
wife are a constant dripping. (NASB95)

Proverbs 21:9 ... 9 It is better to live in a correé a roof Than in a house shared with a
contentious woman. (NASB95)

Proverbs 21:19 ... 19 ltis better to live in a dgdand Than with a contentious and
vexing woman. (NASB95)

Proverbs 27:15-16 ... 15 A constant dripping orag df steady rain And a contentious
woman are alike; 16 He who would restrain her rasts the wind, And grasps oil with
his right hand. (NASB95)



