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Introduction

The Root Verb

Thomas defines the root verbakotw [hupakow] as a compound dfupo[under] andakow
[to hear, listen], meaning “to listen, attend t62]9].

BDAG say it means “(1) to follow instructions, obégllow, be subject to; (2) to grant one’s
request, hear; (3) to answer a knock at the deohntically of the door-keeper, whose duty it is
to listen for the signals of those who wish to grd@d to admit them if they are entitled to do so:
open or answer (the door).”

Acts 12:11-17 ... 11 When Peter came to himseBalee “Now | know for sure that the
Lord has sent forth His angel and rescued me fioernhiand of Herod and from all that
the Jewish people were expecting.” 12 And wherehézed this, he went to the house of
Mary, the mother of John who was also called Martkere many were gathered together
and were praying. 13 When he knocked at the dotiveofjate, a servant-girl named
Rhoda came tbanswer. 14 When she recognized Peter’s voice, becausergby she

did not open the gate, but ran in and announcetl Bredier was standing in front of the
gate. 15 They said to her, “You are out of yourdtimBut she kept insisting that it was
so. They kept saying, “It is his angel.” 16 But &etontinued knocking; and when they
had opened the door, they saw him and were amaze8ut motioning to them with his
hand to be silent, he described to them how thd bad led him out of the prison. And
he said, “Report these things to James and thehbeat” Then he left and went to
another place. (NASB95)

Strong/Thayer say it means “(1) to listen, to harkedf one who on the knock at the door comes
to listen who it is, (the duty of a porter); (2)ltarken to a command, to obey, be obedient to,
submit to” [5219].

Louw & Nida define it as “to obey on the basis akimg paid attention to — ‘to obey,
obedience. Terms expressing the concept of ‘obedianay frequently be rendered in some
languages as ‘to do what one says’ or ‘to carrysoateone’s orders’™ [36.15].

This word occurs 21x in the NT (Matt. 8:27; MarR17; 4:41; Luke 8:25; 17:6; Acts 6:7; 12:13;
Rom. 6:12, 16, 17; 10:16; Eph. 6:1, 5; Phil. 2.€8a|. 3:20, 22; 2 Thess. 1:8; 3:14; Heb. 5:9;
11:8; 1 Pet. 3:6).



Matthew 8:27 ... 27 The men were amazed, and ‘4Afldat kind of a man is this, that
even the winds and the seabey Him?” (NASB95)

Mark 1:27 ... 27 They were all amazed, so that ttedyated among themselves, saying,
“What is this? A new teaching with authority! Henmmands even the unclean spirits,
and theyrobey Him.” (NASB95)

Mark 4:41 ... 41 They became very much afraid and ® one another, “Who then is
this, that even the wind and the sebey Him?” (NASB95)

Luke 8:25 ... 25 And He said to them, “Where isryfaith?” They were fearful and
amazed, saying to one another, “Who then is thit He commands even the winds and
the water, and the¥obey Him?” (NASB95)

Luke 17:6 ... 6 And the Lord said, “If you had felike a mustard seed, you would say to
this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and be plantethie sea’; and it wouldobey you.
(NASB95)

Acts 6:7 ... 7 The word of God kept on spreadimg} the number of the disciples
continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem, andesmgmany of the priests were
*becoming * obedient to the faith. (NASB95)

Acts 12:13 ... 13 When he knocked at the dooreofj#ite, a servant-girl named Rhoda
came ta*answer. (NASB95)

Romans 6:12 ... 12 Therefore do not let sin rergyaur mortal body so that ydwbey
its lusts, (NASB95)

Romans 6:16 ... 16 Do you not know that when yesgnt yourselves to someone as
slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the onenwlow* obey, either of sin resulting in
death, or of obedience resulting in righteousnéss®SB95)

Romans 6:17 ... 17 But thanks be to God that thqughwere slaves of sin, ybbecame
*obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to whiduyere committed,
(NASB95)

Romans 10:16 ... 16 However, they did not hed the good news; for Isaiah says,
“Lord, who has believed our report?” (NASB95)

Ephesians 6:1 ... 1 Childrenpbey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. (NAED

Ephesians 6:5 ... 5 Slaves, fmbedient to those who are your masters according to the
flesh, with fear and trembling, in the sincerityyolur heart, as to Christ; (NASB95)

Philippians 2:12 ... 12 So then, my beloved, jgsy@u have alwaysobeyed, not as in
my presence only, but now much more in my absemc&,out your salvation with fear
and trembling; (NASB95)



Colossians 3:20 ... 20 Children, bebedient to your parents in all things, for this is
well-pleasing to the Lord. (NASB95)

Colossians 3:22 ... 22 Slaves, in all thirigbey those who are your masters on earth,
not with external service, as those who merelygdeaen, but with sincerity of heart,
fearing the Lord. (NASB95)

2 Thessalonians 1:8 ... 8 dealing out retributiortiiose who do not know God and to
those who do ndtobey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. (NASB95)

2 Thessalonians 3:14 ... 14 If anyone does‘obey our instruction in this letter, take
special note of that person and do not associatie wim, so that he will be put to shame.
(NASB95)

Hebrews 5:9 ... 9 And having been made perfechd¢ame to all those whHmbey Him
the source of eternal salvation, (NASB95)

Hebrews 11:8 ... 8 By faith Abraham, when he wlleda obeyed by going out to a
place which he was to receive for an inheritanagg &e went out, not knowing where he
was going. (NASB95)

1 Peter 3:6 ... 6 just as Sardbbeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become
her children if you do what is right without beifigghtened by any fear. (NASB95)

The Related Noun

Thomas defines the related naurukon [hupakd] as fromhupakow [to listen, attend to],
meaning “obedience” [5218].

BDAG say it refers to “(1) a state of being in cdiapce, obedience (one listens and follows
instructions); (a) generally, the obedience whigbrg slave owes his master; (b) predominately
of obedience to God and God’s commands; (2) rep@lglerio a question, answer.”

Strong/Thayer define it as “(1) obedience, comm&arsubmission; (2) obedience rendered to
anyone’s counsels, an obedience shown in obsetiwengequirements of Christianity” [5218].

This word occurs 15x in the NT (Rom. 1:5; 5:19;6[2x]; 15:18; 16:19, 26; 2 Cor. 7:15; 10:5,
6; Phile. 21; Heb. 5:8; 1 Pet. 1:2, 14, 22).

Romans 1:5 ... 5 through whom we have receivedegrad apostleship to bring about
the* obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for His name’sesalNASB95)

Romans 5:19 ... 19 For as through the one mangbdidience the many were made
sinners, even so through thebedience of the One the many will be made righteous.
(NASB95)



Romans 6:16 ... 16 Do you not know that when yeagnt yourselves to someone as
slaves for*obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, eithg@naesulting in
death, or of* obedience resulting in righteousness? (NASB95)

Romans 15:18 ... 18 For | will not presume to spefa&nything except what Christ has
accomplished through me, resulting in ttabedience of the Gentiles by word and deed,
(NASB95)

Romans 16:19 ... 19 For the report of ydobedience has reached to all; therefore | am
rejoicing over you, but | want you to be wise iraivis good and innocent in what is evil.
(NASB95)

Romans 16:26 ... 26 but now is manifested, antidstriptures of the prophets,
according to the commandment of the eternal God bde@n made known to all the
nations, leading té obedience of faith; (NASB95)

2 Corinthians 7:15 ... 15 His affection aboundsth# more toward you, as he
remembers th&obedience of you all, how you received him with fear andribding.
(NASB95)

2 Corinthians 10:5 ... 5 We are destroying specoiet and every lofty thing raised up
against the knowledge of God, and we are takingyabh®ught captive to theobedience
of Christ, (NASB95)

2 Corinthians 10:6 ... 6 and we are ready to puralildisobedience, whenever your
*obedience is complete. (NASB95)

Philemon 21 ... 21 Having confidence in yabedience, | write to you, since | know
that you will do even more than what | say. (NASB95

Hebrews 5:8 ... 8 Although He was a Son, He learmbeddience from the things which
He suffered. (NASB95)

1 Peter 1:2 ... 2 according to the foreknowledg&otl the Father, by the sanctifying
work of the Spirit, td obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: Magce and
peace be yours in the fullest measure. (NASB95)

1 Peter 1:14 ... 14 Asobedient children, do not be conformed to the former lugtsch
were yours in your ignorance, (NASB95)

1 Peter 1:22 ... 22 Since you have abedience to the truth purified your souls for a
sincere love of the brethren, fervently love onetlaer from the heart, (NASB95)

Usage

As Christ was obedient to the Father (Rom. 5:18H). 5:8), we must also obey God in order
to be saved (Heb. 5:9; 1 Pet. 1:1-2).



Romans 5:18-19 ... 18 So then as through one trassmn there resulted condemnation
to all men, even so through one act of righteoustiesre resulted justification of life to
all men. 19 For as through the one man’s disobezighe many were made sinners,
even so through thebedience of the One the many will be made righteous. (NA$B9

Hebrews 5:8-9 ... 8 Although He was a Son, He lea@fobedience from the things
which He suffered. 9 And having been made petfechecame to all those who obey
Him the source of eternal salvation, (NASB95)

1 Peter 1:1-2 ... 1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus €hfio those who reside as aliens,
scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadoc&iafand Bithynia, who are chosen 2
according to the foreknowledge of God the Fathgrthe sanctifying work of the Spirit,
to *obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: Magce and peace be yours in
the fullest measure. (NASB95)

Even the natural realm, the winds and waves, stibdnitnto Christ Jesus (Matt. 8:23-27; Mark
4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25; cf. also 17:6); similarlyyalean spirits also obeyed him (Mark 1:21-28).

Matthew 8:23-27 ... 23 When He got into the boad, disciples followed Him. 24 And
behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, sottie boat was being covered with the
waves; but Jesus Himself was asleep. 25 And theag ta Him and woke Him, saying,
“Save us, Lord; we are perishing!” 26 He said teeth, “Why are you afraid, you men of
little faith?” Then He got up and rebuked the wiradl the sea, and it became perfectly
calm. 27 The men were amazed, and said, “Whatdiradman is this, that even the
winds and the seeobey Him?” (NASB95)

Mark 4:35-41 ... 35 On that day, when evening cd#gesaid to them, “Let us go over to
the other side.” 36 Leaving the crowd, they tooknHilong with them in the boat, just as
He was; and other boats were with Him. 37 And tleese a fierce gale of wind, and
the waves were breaking over the boat so muchthledboat was already filling up. 38
Jesus Himself was in the stern, asleep on the eoshnd they woke Him and said to
Him, “Teacher, do You not care that we are perigitth39 And He got up and rebuked
the wind and said to the sea, “Hush, be still.” Aihé wind died down and it became
perfectly calm. 40 And He said to them, “Why ara gfraid? How is it that you have no
faith?” 41 They became very much afraid and saidrie another, “Who then is this, that
even the wind and the séabey Him?” (NASB95)

Luke 8:22-25 ... 22 Now on one of those days Jasdidiis disciples got into a boat, and
He said to them, “Let us go over to the other siflthe lake.” So they launched out. 23
But as they were sailing along He fell asleep; arfeerce gale of wind descended on the
lake, and they began to be swamped and to be igataB4 They came to Jesus and
woke Him up, saying, “Master, Master, we are pangh’ And He got up and rebuked
the wind and the surging waves, and they stoppadijtdbecame calm. 25 And He said to
them, “Where is your faith?” They were fearful amchazed, saying to one another,
“Who then is this, that He commands even the wamdisthe water, and theyobey

Him?” (NASB95)



Luke 17:5-6 ... 5 The apostles said to the Lordgcfease our faith!” 6 And the Lord
said, “If you had faith like a mustard seed, youndosay to this mulberry tree, ‘Be
uprooted and be planted in the sea’; and it woldbey you. (NASB95)

Mark 1:21-28 ... 21 They went into Capernaum; andhediately on the Sabbath He
entered the synagogue and began to teach. 22 Téeyamazed at His teaching; for He
was teaching them as one having authority, andasdhe scribes. 23 Just then there was
a man in their synagogue with an unclean spiritdl dr@ cried out, 24 saying, “What
business do we have with each other, Jesus of BidwZaHave You come to destroy us? |
know who You are—the Holy One of God!” 25 And Jeshaked him, saying, “Be quiet,
and come out of him!” 26 Throwing him into convatlss, the unclean spirit cried out
with a loud voice and came out of him. 27 They vadramazed, so that they debated
among themselves, saying, “What is this? A newhiegowith authority! He commands
even the unclean spirits, and thegbey Him.” 28 Immediately the news about Him
spread everywhere into all the surrounding distatGalilee. (NASB95)

Recognizing that sin and righteousness competméors obedience (Rom. 6:12-18), let us hear
and heed the Word of God, i.e., the Gospel of €kists 6:7; Phil. 2:12-13).

Romans 6:12-18 ... 12 Therefore do not let sinrémgyour mortal body so that you
*obey its lusts, 13 and do not go on presenting the neesntf your body to sin as
instruments of unrighteousness; but present youesdb God as those alive from the
dead, and your members as instruments of rightezsssto God. 14 For sin shall not be
master over you, for you are not under law but urgtace. 15 What then? Shall we sin
because we are not under law but under grace? Maguer be! 16 Do you not know
that when you present yourselves to someone assslax obedience, you are slaves of
the one whom yotobey, either of sin resulting in death, or bbbedience resulting in
righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that thgoghwere slaves of sin, ydbecame
*obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to whiduyere committed, 18 and
having been freed from sin, you became slavegbfebusness. (NASB95)

Acts 6:7 ... 7 The word of God kept on spreadimgt the number of the disciples
continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem, andemgmany of the priests were
* becoming * obedient to the faith. (NASB95)

Philippians 2:12-13 ... 12 So then, my beloved, f#3syou have alwaybeyed, not as in
my presence only, but now much more in my absemc,out your salvation with fear
and trembling; 13 for it is God who is at work iauwy both to will and to work for His
good pleasure. (NASB95)

In like manner, children must obey their parenigh(E6:1-3; Col. 3:20), slaves, their masters
(Eph. 6:5-8; Col. 3:22-24; cf. Acts 12:13), and @8y their husbands (1 Pet. 3:1-6).

Ephesians 6:1-3 ... 1 Childrehobey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 Hon
your father and mother (which is the first commaadhwith a promise), 3 so that it may
be well with you, and that you may live long one¢heth. (NASB95)



Colossians 3:20 ... 20 Children, bebedient to your parents in all things, for this is
well-pleasing to the Lord. (NASB95)

Ephesians 6:5-8 ... 5 Slaves,fmbedient to those who are your masters according to the
flesh, with fear and trembling, in the sincerityyolur heart, as to Christ; 6 not by way of
eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as slaves oftCioisng the will of God from the heart.

7 With good will render service, as to the Lorddamot to men, 8 knowing that whatever
good thing each one does, this he will receive lfiamrk the Lord, whether slave or free.
(NASB95)

Colossians 3:22-24 ... 22 Slaves, in all thifigbey those who are your masters on earth,
not with external service, as those who merelygdeaen, but with sincerity of heart,
fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, do your waekrtily, as for the Lord rather than
for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you willeae the reward of the inheritance. It
is the Lord Christ whom you serve. (NASB95)

1 Peter 3:1-6 ... 1 In the same way, you wivesuienissive to your own husbands so
that even if any of them are disobedient to thedwibrey may be won without a word by
the behavior of their wives, 2 as they observe ybaste and respectful behavior. 3 Your
adornment must not be merely external—braidinghtie and wearing gold jewelry, or
putting on dresses; 4 but let it be the hidden persf the heart, with the imperishable
quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is piages in the sight of God. 5 For in this
way in former times the holy women also, who hopé&giod, used to adorn themselves,
being submissive to their own husbands; 6 justaaal8 obeyed Abraham, calling him
lord, and you have become her children if you datigright without being frightened

by any fear. (NASB95)

Conclusion

The consequences of rebellion are dire indeed (ROM6-21; 2 Thess. 1:6-10; 3:14-15, cf. also
vS. 6).

Romans 10:16-21 ... 16 However, they did notladked the good news; for Isaiah says,
“Lord, who has believed our report?” 17 So faithnaes from hearing, and hearing by
the word of Christ. 18 But | say, surely they hageer heard, have they? Indeed they
have; “Their voice has gone out into all the eartmd their words to the ends of the
world.” 19 But | say, surely Israel did not knowddhey? First Moses says, “I will make
you jealous by that which is not a nation, By adratvithout understanding will I anger
you.” 20 And Isaiah is very bold and says, “I| wasifid by those who did not seek Me, |
became manifest to those who did not ask for M&.Bat as for Israel He says, “All the
day long | have stretched out My hands to a dis@ecnd obstinate people.”
(NASB95)



2 Thessalonians 1:6-10 ... 6 For after all it idyjust for God to repay with affliction
those who afflict you, 7 and to give relief to yauw are afflicted and to us as well when
the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven withHighty angels in flaming fire, 8
dealing out retribution to those who do not knowd@md to those who do nbobey the
gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 These will pay the |pgé eternal destruction, away from
the presence of the Lord and from the glory of pdizer, 10 when He comes to be
glorified in His saints on that day, and to be neled at among all who have believed—
for our testimony to you was believed. (NASB95)

2 Thessalonians 3:14-15 ... 14 If anyone does alo¢y our instruction in this letter, take
special note of that person and do not associatle wim, so that he will be put to shame.
15 Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admdnistas a brother. (NASB95)

2 Thessalonians 3:6 ... 6 Now we command you, tenetin the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that you keep away from every brother wédamls an unruly life and not according
to the tradition which you received from us. (NASB9

Genuine faith necessitates obedience (Rom. 1:6:@5127; Heb. 11:8-10).

Romans 1:1-6 ... 1 Paul, a bond-servant of Chestu3, called as an apostle, set apart
for the gospel of God, 2 which He promised befonehirough His prophets in the holy
Scriptures, 3 concerning His Son, who was born @éscendant of David according to
the flesh, 4 who was declared the Son of God vaittep by the resurrection from the
dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesugstbur Lord, 5 through whom we have
received grace and apostleship to bring about*thlgedience of faith among all the
Gentiles for His name’s sake, 6 among whom youaisahe called of Jesus Christ;
(NASB95)

Romans 16:25-27 ... 25 Now to Him who is able taldish you according to my gospel
and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according toréwelation of the mystery which has
been kept secret for long ages past, 26 but nomaisifested, and by the Scriptures of the
prophets, according to the commandment of the at&nod, has been made known to all
the nations, leading thobedience of faith; 27 to the only wise God, through Jesus
Christ, be the glory forever. Amen. (NASB95)

Hebrews 11:8-10 ... 8 By faith Abraham, when he egdied,* obeyed by going out to a
place which he was to receive for an inheritanagg &e went out, not knowing where he
was going. 9 By faith he lived as an alien in @ed of promise, as in a foreign land,
dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow Bedf the same promise; 10 for he was
looking for the city which has foundations, whosghdect and builder is God. (NASB95)

Following the example of those of old (Rom. 16:2%or. 7:13-16; Phile. 21), will you not
render full obedience to the gospel of Christ (R&6118-19; 2 Cor. 10:3-6; 1 Pet. 1:14-16, 22-
23)?

Romans 16:19 ... 19 For the report of ydobedience has reached to all; therefore | am
rejoicing over you, but | want you to be wise iraivis good and innocent in what is evil.
(NASB95)



2 Corinthians 7:13-16 ... 13 For this reason we ééeen comforted. And besides our
comfort, we rejoiced even much more for the joyitfs, because his spirit has been
refreshed by you all. 14 For if in anything | habs@asted to him about you, | was not put
to shame; but as we spoke all things to you irhirsib also our boasting before Titus
proved to be the truth. 15 His affection aboundshed more toward you, as he
remembers th&obedience of you all, how you received him with fear andrtbding. 16 |
rejoice that in everything | have confidence in y(NASB95)

Philemon 21 ... 21 Having confidence in ydabedience, | write to you, since | know
that you will do even more than what | say. (NASB95

Romans 15:18-19 ... 18 For | will not presume teapof anything except what Christ
has accomplished through me, resulting in*tbleedience of the Gentiles by word and
deed, 19 in the power of signs and wonders, irpthveer of the Spirit; so that from
Jerusalem and round about as far as lllyricum | &&wvily preached the gospel of Christ.
(NASB95)

2 Corinthians 10:3-6 ... 3 For though we walk ie ftesh, we do not war according to
the flesh, 4 for the weapons of our warfare areafdhe flesh, but divinely powerful for
the destruction of fortresses. 5 We are destrogpegulations and every lofty thing
raised up against the knowledge of God, and weakimg every thought captive to the
*obedience of Christ, 6 and we are ready to punish all dissibace, whenever your
*obedience is complete. (NASB95)

1 Peter 1:14-16 ... 14 Aobedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts
which were yours in your ignorance, 15 but like @y One who called you, be holy
yourselves also in all your behavior; 16 becaugs written, “You shall be holy, for I am
holy.” (NASB95)

1 Peter 1:22-23 ... 22 Since you havé abedience to the truth purified your souls for a
sincere love of the brethren, fervently love onether from the heart, 23 for you have
been born again not of seed which is perishablarhperishable, that is, through the
living and enduring word of God. (NASB95)



