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Introduction

Colossians 2:8-10 ... 8 Beware lest any man spilthrough philosophy and vain
deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudimts of the world, and not after Christ. 9
For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhéadily. 10 And ye are complete in him,
which is the head of all principality and power:JK)

Colossians 2:8-10 ... 8 Beware lest anyone cheatlymugh philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the tradition of men, accogito the basic principles of the world,
and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwell$ tde fullness of the Godhead bodily;
10 and you are complete in Him, who is the heaallgdrincipality and power. (NKJ)

Colossians 2:8-10 ... 8 Take heed lest there $igaliny one that maketh spoil of you
through his philosophy and vain deceit, after tfaglition of men, after the rudiments of
the world, and not after Christ: 9 for in him dweth all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily, 10 and in him ye are made full, who ishiead of all principality and power:
(ASV)

Colossians 2:8-10 ... 8 See to it that no one tgkescaptive through philosophy and
empty deception, according to the tradition of neatording to the elementary
principles of the world, rather than according tti@t. 9 For in Him all the fullness of
Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you hdeen made complete, and He is the
head over all rule and authority; (NASB95)

Beware/See to It

Thomas defineB\émw [bleps] as “to look (at)” [991].

BDAG say it means “(1) to perceive with the eyes;4@) to have the faculty of sight, be able to
see, in contrast to being blind; (3) to take inglght of something, look at, observe; (4) to pay
esp. close attention to something, notice, markbéready to learn about something that is
needed or is hazardous, watch, look to, bewaré@ptp process information by giving thought,
direct one’s attention to something, consider, n@teto develop awareness of something,
perceive, feel; (8) to be oriented in a particd@ection, looking to, in the direction of, facirfig.

This is a danger warning! If we see a man wavingdaflag on the highway, it is an indication
that we need to slow down, find out what the damgjeavoid it, and proceed with caution. This
is a call to constant watchfulness and vigilandee Bible repeatedly warns us to “Beware!”
(Matt. 16:6; Luke 12:15; Phil. 3:2-3; Heb. 3:12).



Matthew 16:6 ... 6 And Jesus said to them, “Watahamd beware of the leaven of the
Pharisees and Sadducees.” (NASB95)

Luke 12:15 ... 15 Then He said to them, “Bewarel b@ on your guard against every
form of greed; for not even when one has an abuceldoes his life consist of his
possessions.” (NASB95)

Philippians 3:2-3 ... 2 Beware of the dogs, bewafréhe evil workers, beware of the false
circumcision; 3 for we are the true circumcisiorhawvorship in the Spirit of God and
glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence inftegh, (NASB95)

Hebrews 3:12 ... 12 Take care, brethren, that thexebe in any one of you an euvil,
unbelieving heart that falls away from the livingds (NASB95)

Lest Anyone Cheat You/That No One Takes You Captive

Thomas definesvlaywyéon [sulagpged] as a compound afulad [to plunder] andago [to lead,
bring, carry], meaning “to carry off as spoil” [43]1

BDAG say it means “to gain control of by carryini§ @ booty, make captive of, rob... in
imagery of carrying someone away from the trutb ihie slavery of error.”

This word occurs 1x in the NT (Col. 2:8).

Colossians 2:8 ... 8 See to it that no ¢rekes you* captive through philosophy and
empty deception, according to the tradition of neatording to the elementary
principles of the world, rather than according thi@st. (NASB95)

It is related to the idea of “spoils of war.” Weeangaged in a war with Satan (Eph. 6:11-12; 1
Pet. 5:8). Our adversary and his followers are mgand crafty (2 Cor. 11:1-3, 12-15). If we
are not careful we will be lead away captive (2 Ti24-26).

Ephesians 6:11-12 ... 11 Put on the full armor ofiGGso that you will be able to stand
firm against the schemes of the devil. 12 For ewuggle is not against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers, against the powers, againetworld forces of this darkness,
against the spiritual forces of wickedness in teavenly places. (NASB95)

1 Peter 5:8 ... 8 Be of sober spirit, be on thetalour adversary, the devil, prowls
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to dev(NASB95)

2 Corinthians 11:1-3 ... 1 | wish that you wouldabgiith me in a little foolishness; but
indeed you are bearing with me. 2 For | am jealtarsyou with a godly jealousy; for |
betrothed you to one husband, so that to Chrisghtrpresent you as a pure virgin. 3
But | am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Bvbid craftiness, your minds will be led
astray from the simplicity and purity of devoti@nChrist. (NASB95)



2 Corinthians 11:12-15 ... 12 But what | am doingill continue to do, so that | may cut
off opportunity from those who desire an opportytit be regarded just as we are in the
matter about which they are boasting. 13 For sueim are false apostles, deceitful
workers, disguising themselves as apostles of CidsNo wonder, for even Satan
disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 Therefois not surprising if his servants also
disguise themselves as servants of righteousnéssenend will be according to their
deeds. (NASB95)

2 Timothy 2:24-26 ... 24 The Lord’s bond-servanstmot be quarrelsome, but be kind
to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, 25wéntleness correcting those who are
in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repeoé leading to the knowledge of the
truth, 26 and they may come to their senses amgpesitom the snare of the devil,
having been held captive by him to do his will. GR5)

Through Philosophy

Thomas define$ihocodia [philosophia] as fronphilosophoda philosopher], meaning “the
love or pursuit of wisdom” [5385].

BDAG say it refers to “philosophy, in our literatuonly in one passage and in a pejorative
sense, of erroneous teaching.”

This word occurs 1x in the NT (Col. 2:8).

Colossians 2:8 ... 8 See to it that no one takescaptive throughi philosophy and
empty deception, according to the tradition of neatording to the elementary
principles of the world, rather than according tti@t. (NASB95)

Philosophy refers to the love of knowledge and pitif wisdom. In one sense, this is entirely
in accord with the spirit and teaching of Chrisawéver, in the New Testament age
“philosophy” had come to refer to elaborate systefrfsuman reasoning and speculation that
exalts itself against God (Acts 17:16-21). Humailgslophy (such as humanism, materialism,
communism, the New Age Movement, etc.) is devoickaf truth and offers no hope (1 Cor.
1:18-31; 1 Tim. 6:20). Philosophy leads men awaynfthe light of God’s inspired word into the
darkness of human speculation. The philosophékasal blind man in a dark cellar at midnight
trying to catch a black cat that is not there!

Acts 17:16-21 ... 16 Now while Paul was waitingtfeem at Athens, his spirit was being
provoked within him as he was observing the cityofudols. 17 So he was reasoning in
the synagogue with the Jews and the God-fearingil@gnand in the market place every
day with those who happened to be present. 18 Aadsame of the Epicurean and Stoic
philosophers were conversing with him. Some weymga“What would this idle

babbler wish to say?” Others, “He seems to be acfaimer of strange deities,”—
because he was preaching Jesus and the resurred®And they took him and brought
him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what tlew teaching is which you are
proclaiming? 20 “For you are bringing some straniipgngs to our ears; so we want to
know what these things mean.” 21 (Now all the Adnenand the strangers visiting there



used to spend their time in nothing other thanrtglbr hearing something new.)
(NASB95)

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 ... 18 For the word of thess is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it isgbeer of God. 19 For it is written, “I

will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And the clegss of the clever | will set aside.” 20
Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Whdheidebater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 Foceiin the wisdom of God the world
through its wisdom did not come to know God, God wall-pleased through the
foolishness of the message preached to save thasbelieve. 22 For indeed Jews ask
for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; 23 but keagh Christ crucified, to Jews a
stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, 24tbtihose who are the called, both Jews
and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdb@od. 25 Because the foolishness
of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of &sttanger than men. 26 For consider
your calling, brethren, that there were not mangevaccording to the flesh, not many
mighty, not many noble; 27 but God has chosendbilesh things of the world to shame
the wise, and God has chosen the weak things avahle to shame the things which are
strong, 28 and the base things of the world andd#epised God has chosen, the things
that are not, so that He may nullify the thingsttaige, 29 so that no man may boast
before God. 30 But by His doing you are in Chresul, who became to us wisdom from
God, and righteousness and sanctification, and mgate®n, 31 so that, just as it is
written, “Let him who boasts, boast in the LordNASB95)

1 Timothy 6:20 ... 20 O Timothy, guard what hasbeetrusted to you, avoiding worldly
and empty chatter and the opposing arguments of igtalsely called “knowledge”—
(NASB95)

Empty Deceit/Empty Deception

The Greek wordevos [kenos], here translated “empty,” “(1) pertaindng without
something material, empty; (2) pertains to beingpat®of intellectual, moral, or spiritual value,
empty, figurative extension of meaning 1; (3) peddo being without purpose or result, in
vain” [BDAG].

The Greek wordiratn [apag], here translated “deceit” refers to “(1) deceptideceitfulness;
(2) esp. pleasure, pleasantness that involvesmosie’i [BDAG].

Many things in this life are deceitful: riches (M&t3:22; Mark 4:19), lusts (Eph. 4:22),
unrighteousness (2 Thess. 2:10), sin (Heb. 3:1®) salf (2 Pet. 2:13). False teachers are
particularly deceitful. They do not come wearingign which says “I am a minister of Satan.
I’'m here to rob you of your soul.” Instead, theg as wolves in sheep’s clothing (Matt. 7:15;
Acts 20:29-30). False teachers conceal their owrebaess. However, if you test them by the
word of God, they will be found empty (Eph. 4:14-15John 4:1).



Matthew 13:22 ... 22 “And the one on whom seedseas among the thorns, this is the
man who hears the word, and the worry of the warld the deceitfulness of wealth
choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. (NASB95)

Mark 4:19 ... 19 but the worries of the world, ahé deceitfulness of riches, and the
desires for other things enter in and choke thedyand it becomes unfruitful. (NASB95)

Ephesians 4:22 ... 22 that, in reference to youmfer manner of life, you lay aside the
old self, which is being corrupted in accordancéwhe lusts of deceit, (NASB95)

2 Thessalonians 2:10 ... 10 and with all the ddoepdf wickedness for those who perish,
because they did not receive the love of the saths to be saved. (NASB95)

Hebrews 3:13 ... 13 But encourage one another di@y day, as long as it is still called
“Today,” so that none of you will be hardened by teceitfulness of sin. (NASB95)

2 Peter 2:13 ... 13 suffering wrong as the wagesoafig wrong. They count it a pleasure
to revel in the daytime. They are stains and bleessreveling in their deceptions, as
they carouse with you, (NASB95)

Matthew 7:15 ... 15 “Beware of the false prophetsp come to you in sheep’s clothing,
but inwardly are ravenous wolves. (NASB95)

Acts 20:29-30 ... 29 “I know that after my depadwavage wolves will come in among
you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among yown selves men will arise, speaking
perverse things, to draw away the disciples afternt. (NASB95)

Ephesians 4:14-15 ... 14 As a result, we are ngeomno be children, tossed here and
there by waves and carried about by every windoatrthe, by the trickery of men, by
craftiness in deceitful scheming; 15 but speakirggttuth in love, we are to grow up in
all aspects into Him who is the head, even Ch{i¢8SB95)

1 John 4:1 ... 1 Beloved, do not believe everyitspiut test the spirits to see whether they
are from God, because many false prophets have ganato the world. (NASB95)

According To The Tradition Of Men

Thomas definesapddoois [paradosis] as frorparadidomi [to hand over], meaning “a handing
down or over, a tradition” [3862].

BDAG say this word, which literally signifies a “hding down/over,” means “(1) handing over
of someone to authorities, surrender, arresth@xbntent of instruction that has been handed
down, tradition, of teachings, commandments, niaesatet al.”

This word occurs 14x in the NT (Matt. 15:2, 3, 6atd 7:3, 5, 8, 9, 13; 1 Cor. 11:2; Gal. 1:14;
Col. 2:8; 2 Thess. 2:15; 3:6).



Matthew 15:2 ... 2 “Why do Your disciplélsreak the *tradition of the elders? For they
do not wash their hands when they eat bread.” (N9 B

Matthew 15:3 ... 3 And He answered and said to {lfévihy do you yourselves
transgress the commandment of God for the sakeunfyradition? (NASB95)

Matthew 15:6 ... 6 he is not to honor his fatheh@ mother.” And by this you
invalidated the word of God for the sake of yburadition. (NASB95)

Mark 7:3 ... 3 (For the Pharisees and all the Jelesnot eat unless they carefully wash
their hands, thus observing theaditions of the elders; (NASB95)

Mark 7:5 ... 5 The Pharisees and the scribes asked “Why do Your disciples not walk
according to thetradition of the elders, but eat their bread with impure ths¥
(NASB95)

Mark 7:8 ... 8 “Neglecting the commandment of Ggul) hold to thetradition of men.”
(NASB95)

Mark 7:9 ... 9 He was also saying to them, “You experts at setting aside the
commandment of God in order to keep ytwadition. (NASB95)

Mark 7:13 ... 13 thus invalidating the word of Goyglyour*tradition which you have
handed down; and you do many things such as tiaSB95)

1 Corinthians 11:2 ... 2 Now | praise you because semember me in everything and
hold firmly to the*traditions, just as | delivered them to you. (NASB95)

Galatians 1:14 ... 14 and | was advancing in Judalzeyond many of my contemporaries
among my countrymen, being more extremely zeabousyf ancestraf traditions.
(NASB95)

Colossians 2:8 ... 8 See to it that no one takescaptive through philosophy and empty
deception, according to theradition of men, according to the elementary principles of
the world, rather than according to Christ. (NASB95

2 Thessalonians 2:15 ... 15 So then, brethrendstiam and hold to thétraditions
which you were taught, whether by word of mouthyotetter from us. (NASB95)

2 Thessalonians 3:6 ... 6 Now we command you, tenetin the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that you keep away from every brother wéamls an unruly life and not according
to the*tradition which you received from us. (NASB95)

Thomas definesapadidwy [paradiddmi] as a compound gfara[from beside, by the side of,
beside] andlidomi [to give] meaning “to hand over, to give or deliwwer, to betray” [3860].

BDAG say it means “(1) to convey something in whicte has a relatively strong personal
interest, hand over, give (over), deliver, entr(®};to entrust for care or preservation, give over



commend, commit; (3) to pass on to another whatkooevs, of oral or written tradition, hand
down, pass on, transmit, relate, teach; (4) to nigkessible for something to happen, allow,
permit.”

Several occurrences of this root word are also/agie(Luke 1:1-4; Rom. 6:16-18; 1 Cor. 11:2;
15:3-5; 2 Pet. 2:20-21; Jude 3).

Luke 1:1-4 ... 1 Inasmuch as many have undertakenrmpile an account of the things
accomplished among us, 2 just as they weanded *down to us by those who from the
beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the, \Bat seemed fitting for me as well,
having investigated everything carefully from tleginning, to write it out for you in
consecutive order, most excellent Theophilus; thabyou may know the exact truth
about the things you have been taught. (NASB95)

Romans 6:16-18 ... 16 Do you not know that wherpyesent yourselves to someone as
slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the onenmlo obey, either of sin resulting in
death, or of obedience resulting in righteousneiséBut thanks be to God that though
you were slaves of sin, you became obedient frerhghirt to that form of teaching to
which you weré& committed, 18 and having been freed from sin, you becameslaf
righteousness. (NASB95)

1 Corinthians 11:2 ... 2 Now | praise you because gemember me in everything and
hold firmly to the traditions, just as*delivered them to you. (NASB95)

1 Corinthians 15:3-5 ... 3 Fortdelivered to you as of first importance what | also
received, that Christ died for our sins accordinghe Scriptures, 4 and that He was
buried, and that He was raised on the third dayoading to the Scriptures, 5 and that
He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. (NASB95)

2 Peter 2:20-21 ... 20 For if, after they have gmzhthe defilements of the world by the
knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, #ieyagain entangled in them and are
overcome, the last state has become worse for thamithe first. 21 For it would be
better for them not to have known the way of righsmess, than having known it, to turn
away from the holy commandméhianded on to them. (NASB95)

Jude 3 ... 3 Beloved, while | was making everyrtetifonrite you about our common
salvation, | felt the necessity to write to you @gling that you contend earnestly for the
faith which was once for athanded *down to the saints. (NASB95)

Tradition basically refers to “that which is handgmvn.” There is nothing inherently wrong
with traditions per se. It all depends on theirrseuAre they from God or man? Tradition is
good if it comes from the right place (1 Cor. 12;12 Thess. 2:13-15; 3:6).

1 Corinthians 11:1-2 ... 1 Be imitators of me, jastl also am of Christ. 2 Now | praise
you because you remember me in everything andfinally to the traditions, just as |
delivered them to you. (NASB95)



2 Thessalonians 2:13-15 ... 13 But we should alwgayes thanks to God for you, brethren
beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen youtfre beginning for salvation
through sanctification by the Spirit and faith hettruth. 14 It was for this He called you
through our gospel, that you may gain the glorpaf Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then,
brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions @hhyou were taught, whether by word
of mouth or by letter from us. (NASB95)

2 Thessalonians 3:6 ... 6 Now we command you, taetin the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that you keep away from every brother wdals an unruly life and not according
to the tradition which you received from us. (NASB9

However, traditions of men are additions to Godis that will bring us into bondage. Exalting
human ideas above the ways of God, they set asadess Gommandments (Matt. 15:1-9; Mark
7:1-13).

Matthew 15:1-9 ... 1 Then some Pharisees and stchae to Jesus from Jerusalem and
said, 2 “Why do Your disciples break the traditiofithe elders? For they do not wash
their hands when they eat bread.” 3 And He answaratisaid to them, “Why do you
yourselves transgress the commandment of God émsake of your tradition? 4 “For
God said, ‘Honor your father and mother,” and, ‘W&o speaks evil of father or mother
is to be put to death.’” 5 “But you say, ‘Whoeveysto his father or mother, “Whatever |
have that would help you has been given to Godhé & not to honor his father or his
mother.” And by this you invalidated the word ofdGor the sake of your tradition. 7
“You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of y&iThis people honors Me with their
lips, But their heart is far away from Me. 9 ‘Buatvain do they worship Me, Teaching as
doctrines the precepts of men.”” (NASB95)

Mark 7:1-13 ... 1 The Pharisees and some of thibasigathered around Him when they
had come from Jerusalem, 2 and had seen that sbhiis disciples were eating their
bread with impure hands, that is, unwashed. 3 tRerPharisees and all the Jews do not
eat unless they carefully wash their hands, thiseohng the traditions of the elders; 4
and when they come from the market place, theyteat unless they cleanse
themselves; and there are many other things wiiel have received in order to
observe, such as the washing of cups and pitchretapper pots.) 5 The Pharisees and
the scribes asked Him, “Why do Your disciples rakwaccording to the tradition of the
elders, but eat their bread with impure hands?”dAHe said to them, “Rightly did
Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is writtdimis people honors Me with their lips,
But their heart is far away from Me. 7 ‘But in vaio they worship Me, Teaching as
doctrines the precepts of men.’ 8 “Neglecting tbenmandment of God, you hold to the
tradition of men.” 9 He was also saying to themotivare experts at setting aside the
commandment of God in order to keep your traditidh:For Moses said, ‘Honor your
father and your mother’; and, ‘He who speaks ef/flather or mother, is to be put to
death’; 11 but you say, ‘If a man says to his fatbrehis mother, whatever | have that
would help you is Corban (that is to say, givelstad),” 12 you no longer permit him to
do anything for his father or his mother; 13 thosalidating the word of God by your
tradition which you have handed down; and you dayrtaings such as that.” (NASB95)



According To The Basic Principles Of The World/According To The
Elementary Principles Of The World

Thomas definestoixetov [stoicheion] as from the same as stoicfie be in rows, fig. to walk

by rule], meaning “one of a row, hence a lettertkef alphabet), by ext. the elements (of
knowledge)” [4747].

BDAG say it refers to “(1) basic components of stnimg, elements; (a) of substances
underlying the natural world, the basic elemerasfwhich everything in the world is made and
of which it is composed; (b) of basic componentsaléstial constellations, heavenly bodies; (c)
of things that constitute the foundation of leagpifundamental principles; (2) transcendent
powers that are in control over events in this dioelements, elemental spirits.”

This word occurs 7x in the NT (Gal. 4:3, 9; CoB,20; Heb. 5:12; 2 Pet. 3:10, 12).

Galatians 4:3 ... 3 So also we, while we were chilgdwere held in bondage under the
*elemental *things of the world. (NASB95)

Galatians 4:9 ... 9 But now that you have comentmnkGod, or rather to be known by
God, how is it that you turn back again to the waall worthles$ elemental *things, to
which you desire to be enslaved all over again?3R95)

Colossians 2:8 ... 8 See to it that no one takescaptive through philosophy and empty
deception, according to the tradition of men, acting to the* elementary * principles of
the world, rather than according to Christ. (NASB95

Colossians 2:20 ... 20 If you have died with Chiesthe* elementary * principles of the
world, why, as if you were living in the world, fou submit yourself to decrees, such as,
(NASB95)

Hebrews 5:12 ... 12 For though by this time youhdug be teachers, you have need
again for someone to teach you ttrebementary * principles of the oracles of God, and
you have come to need milk and not solid food. B9&%

2 Peter 3:10 ... 10 But the day of the Lord wiliredlike a thief, in which the heavens will
pass away with a roar and thelements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the
earth and its works will be burned up. (NASB95)

2 Peter 3:12 ... 12 looking for and hastening tbening of the day of God, because of
which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, thed elements will melt with intense
heat! (NASB95)

In summary, this word refers to basic componeni#dimg-blocks, foundational elements, and
fundamental principles, such as the physical elésnefmature; the rudiments of musto(re-
me-fa-so-la-te-dp the letters of the alphabet and their associsdetds -e-i-o-U, etc.
Biblically speaking, it is used of:



» The Rudiments of Nature (2 Pet. 3:10, 12)

2 Peter 3:3-13 ... 3 Know this first of all, thatthe last days mockers will come with
their mocking, following after their own lusts, Adasaying, “Where is the promise of His
coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleepcalitinues just as it was from the
beginning of creation.” 5 For when they maintaimstht escapes their notice that by the
word of God the heavens existed long ago and tite aas formed out of water and by
water, 6 through which the world at that time wastioyed, being flooded with water. 7
But by His word the present heavens and earth anegxeserved for fire, kept for the
day of judgment and destruction of ungodly menui8dB not let this one fact escape
your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one dalkis a thousand years, and a thousand
years like one day. 9 The Lord is not slow aboustp#omise, as some count slowness,
but is patient toward you, not wishing for any &giph but for all to come to repentance.
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thiefwhich the heavens will pass away
with a roar and thé& elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the eartti its
works will be burned up. 11 Since all these thiagsto be destroyed in this way, what
sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct godliness, 12 looking for and
hastening the coming of the day of God, becauséwh the heavens will be destroyed
by burning, and th&elements will melt with intense heat! 13 But according tsH
promise we are looking for new heavens and a neth,ga which righteousness dwells.
(NASB95)

The Rudiments of the Law (Gal. 4:3, 9)

Galatians 4:1-11 ... 1 Now | say, as long as thie isea child, he does not differ at all
from a slave although he is owner of everythingu2he is under guardians and
managers until the date set by the father. 3 Soaks, while we were children, were held
in bondage under theelemental *things of the world. 4 But when the fullness of the time
came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, boder the Law, 5 so that He might
redeem those who were under the Law, that we mégkive the adoption as sons. 6
Because you are sons, God has sent forth the $pidts Son into our hearts, crying,
“Abba! Father!” 7 Therefore you are no longer a 8k but a son; and if a son, then an
heir through God. 8 However at that time, when glmlnot know God, you were slaves
to those which by nature are no gods. 9 But nowyba have come to know God, or
rather to be known by God, how is it that you thatk again to the weak and worthless
*elemental *things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over agdif You observe
days and months and seasons and years. 11 | fegotn that perhaps | have labored
over you in vain. (NASB95)

* The Rudiments of the World (Col. 2:8, 20)

Colossians 2:8-10 ... 8 See to it that no one tgkescaptive through philosophy and
empty deception, according to the tradition of meatording to thé elementary
*principles of the world, rather than according to Christ. 8rin Him all the fullness of
Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you hdeen made complete, and He is the
head over all rule and authority; (NASB95)

10



Colossians 2:20-23 ... 20 If you have died withi€tho the* elementary * principles of

the world, why, as if you were living in the wordih you submit yourself to decrees, such
as, 21 “Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch?’ (which all refer to things destined
to perish with use)—in accordance with the commamdsand teachings of men? 23
These are matters which have, to be sure, the appea of wisdom in self-made religion
and self-abasement and severe treatment of the batlare of no value against fleshly
indulgence. (NASB95)

The Rudiments of the Gospel (Heb. 5:12)

Hebrews 5:11-6:3 ... 11 Concerning him we have ntoac&ay, and it is hard to explain,
since you have become dull of hearing. 12 For thdmgthis time you ought to be
teachers, you have need again for someone to tgackhe*elementary * principles of
the oracles of God, and you have come to needandknot solid food. 13 For everyone
who partakes only of milk is not accustomed tontbed of righteousness, for he is an
infant. 14 But solid food is for the mature, wha#gse of practice have their senses
trained to discern good and evil. 1 Therefore legvihe elementary teaching about the
Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying ega foundation of repentance from dead
works and of faith toward God, 2 of instruction abwashings and laying on of hands,
and the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgm® And this we will do, if God
permits. (NASB95)

In this context, it refers to the base things efworld that appeal to carnal minds (1 John 2:15-
17). Satan’s appeal remains the same: the lubiedlésh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life (Gen. 3:1-6; Matt. 4:1-11).

1 John 2:15-17 ... 15 Do not love the world nor thiags in the world. If anyone loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in him.Ad all that is in the world, the lust of
the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the bogstie of life, is not from the Father, but
is from the world. 17 The world is passing away] atso its lusts; but the one who does
the will of God lives forever. (NASB95)

Genesis 3:1-6 ... 1 Now the serpent was more ctiadity any beast of the field which the
Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, “Iddbas God said, ‘You shall not
eat from any tree of the garden’?” 2 The woman gaithe serpent, “From the fruit of
the trees of the garden we may eat; 3 but fronirtieof the tree which is in the middle
of the garden, God has said, “You shall not eatfrbor touch it, or you will die.” ” 4

The serpent said to the woman, “You surely willdiet 5 “For God knows that in the
day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, andwill be like God, knowing good and
evil.” 6 When the woman saw that the tree was dgoodbod, and that it was a delight to
the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to makenise, she took from its fruit and ate;
and she gave also to her husband with her, anddgHASB95)

Matthew 4:1-11 ... 1 Then Jesus was led up by pivé #ito the wilderness to be tempted
by the devil. 2 And after He had fasted forty days forty nights, He then became
hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to Himydfi are the Son of God, command
that these stones become bread.” 4 But He answamddsaid, “It is written, ‘Man shall
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not live on bread alone, but on every word thatgeexds out of the mouth of God.”” 5
Then the devil took Him into the holy city and lkéich stand on the pinnacle of the
temple, 6 and said to Him, “If You are the Son ofiGhrow Yourself down; for it is
written, ‘He will command His angels concerning Yaund ‘On their hands they will
bear You up, So that You will not strike Your fagainst a stone.”” 7 Jesus said to him,
“On the other hand, it is written, ‘You shall naifthe Lord your God to the test.”” 8
Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountaml &howed Him all the kingdoms of
the world and their glory; 9 and he said to Him,II'#ese things | will give You, if You
fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to,liGo, Satan! For it is written,
‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Kinty.” ” 11 Then the devil left Him;
and behold, angels came and began to minister to. KINASB95)

So often gimmicks and worldly enticements are usedhurches to increase their numbers:
entertainment, food, large membership, beautifuting, etc. Only the gospel will draw people
to Jesus (John 6:44-45; Rom. 1:16-17). If you dnath something else, you will draw people to
something else!

John 6:44-45 ... 44 "No one can come to Me unlBssRather who sent Me draws him;
and | will raise him up on the last day. 45 “Itugitten in the prophets, ‘And they shall
all be taught of God.” Everyone who has heard aatried from the Father, comes to

Me. (NASB95)

Romans 1:16-17 ... 16 For | am not ashamed of dspe, for it is the power of God for
salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jewdind also to the Greek. 17 For in it the
righteousness of God is revealed from faith tdhfaass it is written, “But the righteous
man shall live by faith.” (NASB95)

Conclusion

These things are not authorized by Christ. Theg takn away from the Lord and weaken their
trust in Him as the all-sufficient Savior. Any téarng that does not harmonize with divine
revelation is false. In Christ you have all thatyeed. We find completeness in him. Do not
allow yourself to be carried away with any teachimat is not according to Christ.

Let us beware of being led astray by the error efintHold to the gospel of Christ with
unwavering loyalty, for this is the only sure amdespath (Matt. 28:18-20; Col. 3:16; 2 John 9-
11; 1 Pet. 4:11).

Matthew 28:18-20 ... 18 And Jesus came up and dpakem, saying, “All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 “Goefloee and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fatmel the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20
teaching them to observe all that | commanded gad;lo, | am with you always, even to
the end of the age.” (NASB95)

Colossians 3:16 ... 16 Let the word of Christ nctiivell within you, with all wisdom
teaching and admonishing one another with psalntsteymns and spiritual songs,
singing with thankfulness in your hearts to GodA8B95)
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2 John 9-11 ... 9 Anyone who goes too far and doeabide in the teaching of Christ,
does not have God; the one who abides in the tagche has both the Father and the
Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bhisgdaching, do not receive him into
your house, and do not give him a greeting; 11ltfierone who gives him a greeting
participates in his evil deeds. (NASB95)

1 Peter 4:11 ... 11 Whoever speaks, is to do smasvho is speaking the utterances of
God; whoever serves is to do so as one who isrgghy the strength which God
supplies; so that in all things God may be glodftarough Jesus Christ, to whom
belongs the glory and dominion forever and evereAnNASB95)
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