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Introduction 

In order for worship to be acceptable, it must be offered in spirit and truth (John 4:23-24).  

John 4:23-24 ... 23 “But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His 
worshipers. 24 “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and 
truth.” (NASB95) 

Remembrance 

Acceptable worship requires proper remembrance:  

God’s Ways (Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 4:17) 

Acts 2:42 ... 42 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. (NASB95) 

1 Corinthians 4:17 ... 17 For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved 
and faithful child in the Lord, and he will remind you of my ways which are in Christ, 
just as I teach everywhere in every church. (NASB95) 

God’s Word (Neh. 1:8-9; 2 Pet. 3:1-2) 

Nehemiah 1:8-9 ... 8 “Remember the word which You commanded Your servant Moses, 
saying, ‘If you are unfaithful I will scatter you among the peoples; 9 but if you return to 
Me and keep My commandments and do them, though those of you who have been 
scattered were in the most remote part of the heavens, I will gather them from there and 
will bring them to the place where I have chosen to cause My name to dwell.’ (NASB95) 

2 Peter 3:1-2 ... 1 This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I 
am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, 2 that you should remember the 
words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and 
Savior spoken by your apostles. (NASB95) 

His Deeds (Ps. 77:11-15; 105:1-7) 

Psalm 77:11-15 ... 11 I shall remember the deeds of the Lord; Surely I will remember 
Your wonders of old. 12 I will meditate on all Your work And muse on Your deeds. 13 
Your way, O God, is holy; What god is great like our God? 14 You are the God who 



works wonders; You have made known Your strength among the peoples. 15 You have by 
Your power redeemed Your people, The sons of Jacob and Joseph.Selah. (NASB95) 

Psalm 105:1-7 ... 1 Oh give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name; Make known His 
deeds among the peoples. 2 Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; Speak of all His wonders. 3 
Glory in His holy name; Let the heart of those who seek the Lord be glad. 4 Seek the Lord 
and His strength; Seek His face continually. 5 Remember His wonders which He has 
done, His marvels and the judgments uttered by His mouth, 6 O seed of Abraham, His 
servant, O sons of Jacob, His chosen ones! 7 He is the Lord our God; His judgments are 
in all the earth. (NASB95) 

And the Death of our Lord Jesus (Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-26) 

Luke 22:19-20 ... 19 And when He had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it 
and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body which is given for you; do this in 
remembrance of Me.” 20 And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, 
saying, “This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood. 
(NASB95) 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 ... 23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to 
you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My body, which is for you; do this in 
remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, 
“ This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. (NASB95) 

Respect 

Acceptable worship requires proper respect (Lev. 10:1-3; Mal. 1:6-14; 1 Pet. 1:17-19). 

Leviticus 10:1-3 ... 1 Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took their respective 
firepans, and after putting fire in them, placed incense on it and offered strange fire 
before the Lord, which He had not commanded them. 2 And fire came out from the 
presence of the Lord and consumed them, and they died before the Lord. 3 Then Moses 
said to Aaron, “It is what the Lord spoke, saying, ‘By those who come near Me I will be 
treated as holy, And before all the people I will be honored.’ ” So Aaron, therefore, kept 
silent. (NASB95) 

Malachi 1:6-14 ... 6 “ ‘A son honors his father, and a servant his master. Then if I am a 
father, where is My honor? And if I am a master, where is My respect?’ says the Lord of 
hosts to you, O priests who despise My name. But you say, ‘How have we despised Your 
name?’ 7 “You are presenting defiled food upon My altar. But you say, ‘How have we 
defiled You?’ In that you say, ‘The table of the Lord is to be despised.’ 8 “But when you 
present the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? And when you present the lame and sick, is it 
not evil? Why not offer it to your governor? Would he be pleased with you? Or would he 
receive you kindly?” says the Lord of hosts. 9 “But now will you not entreat God’s favor, 



that He may be gracious to us? With such an offering on your part, will He receive any of 
you kindly?” says the Lord of hosts. 10 “Oh that there were one among you who would 
shut the gates, that you might not uselessly kindle fire on My altar! I am not pleased with 
you,” says the Lord of hosts, “nor will I accept an offering from you. 11 “For from the 
rising of the sun even to its setting, My name will be great among the nations, and in 
every place incense is going to be offered to My name, and a grain offering that is pure; 
for My name will be great among the nations,” says the Lord of hosts. 12 “But you are 
profaning it, in that you say, ‘The table of the Lord is defiled, and as for its fruit, its food 
is to be despised.’ 13 “You also say, ‘My, how tiresome it is!’ And you disdainfully sniff 
at it,” says the Lord of hosts, “and you bring what was taken by robbery and what is 
lame or sick; so you bring the offering! Should I receive that from your hand?” says the 
Lord. 14 “But cursed be the swindler who has a male in his flock and vows it, but 
sacrifices a blemished animal to the Lord, for I am a great King,” says the Lord of hosts, 
“and My name is feared among the nations.” (NASB95) 

1 Peter 1:17-19 ... 17 If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according 
to each one’s work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth; 18 
knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your 
futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb 
unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. (NASB95) 

Reflection 

Acceptable worship requires proper reflection (Ps. 2:4-12; Prov. 24:30-34; Acts 10:9-23). 

Psalm 2:4-12 ... 4 He who sits in the heavens laughs, The Lord scoffs at them. 5 Then He 
will speak to them in His anger And terrify them in His fury, saying, 6 “But as for Me, I 
have installed My King Upon Zion, My holy mountain.” 7 “I will surely tell of the decree 
of the Lord: He said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today I have begotten You. 8 ‘Ask of Me, 
and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, And the very ends of the earth as 
Your possession. 9 ‘You shall break them with a rod of iron, You shall shatter them like 
earthenware.’ ” 10 Now therefore, O kings, show discernment; Take warning, O judges 
of the earth. 11 Worship the Lord with reverence And rejoice with trembling. 12 Do 
homage to the Son, that He not become angry, and you perish in the way, For His wrath 
may soon be kindled. How blessed are all who take refuge in Him! (NASB95) 

Proverbs 24:30-34 ... 30 I passed by the field of the sluggard And by the vineyard of the 
man lacking sense, 31 And behold, it was completely overgrown with thistles; Its surface 
was covered with nettles, And its stone wall was broken down. 32 When I saw, I reflected 
upon it; I looked, and received instruction. 33 “A little sleep, a little slumber, A little 
folding of the hands to rest,” 34 Then your poverty will come as a robber And your want 
like an armed man. (NASB95) 

Acts 10:9-23 ... 9 On the next day, as they were on their way and approaching the city, 
Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray. 10 But he became hungry and 
was desiring to eat; but while they were making preparations, he fell into a trance; 11 
and he saw the sky opened up, and an object like a great sheet coming down, lowered by 



four corners to the ground, 12 and there were in it all kinds of four-footed animals and 
crawling creatures of the earth and birds of the air. 13 A voice came to him, “Get up, 
Peter, kill and eat!” 14 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord, for I have never eaten 
anything unholy and unclean.” 15 Again a voice came to him a second time, “What God 
has cleansed, no longer consider unholy.” 16 This happened three times, and 
immediately the object was taken up into the sky. 17 Now while Peter was greatly 
perplexed in mind as to what the vision which he had seen might be, behold, the men who 
had been sent by Cornelius, having asked directions for Simon’s house, appeared at the 
gate; 18 and calling out, they were asking whether Simon, who was also called Peter, 
was staying there. 19 While Peter was reflecting on the vision, the Spirit said to him, 
“Behold, three men are looking for you. 20 “But get up, go downstairs and accompany 
them without misgivings, for I have sent them Myself.” 21 Peter went down to the men 
and said, “Behold, I am the one you are looking for; what is the reason for which you 
have come?” 22 They said, “Cornelius, a centurion, a righteous and God-fearing man 
well spoken of by the entire nation of the Jews, was divinely directed by a holy angel to 
send for you to come to his house and hear a message from you.” 23 So he invited them 
in and gave them lodging. And on the next day he got up and went away with them, and 
some of the brethren from Joppa accompanied him. (NASB95) 

Resolve 

Acceptable worship requires proper resolve (Judg. 5:12-15; Acts 11:19-24; 2 Tim. 3:10-17). 

Judges 5:12-15 ... 12 “Awake, awake, Deborah; Awake, awake, sing a song! Arise, 
Barak, and take away your captives, O son of Abinoam. 13 “Then survivors came down 
to the nobles; The people of the Lord came down to me as warriors. 14 “From Ephraim 
those whose root is in Amalek came down, Following you, Benjamin, with your peoples; 
From Machir commanders came down, And from Zebulun those who wield the staff of 
office. 15 “And the princes of Issachar were with Deborah; As was Issachar, so was 
Barak; Into the valley they rushed at his heels; Among the divisions of Reuben There 
were great resolves of heart. (NASB95) 

Acts 11:19-24 ... 19 So then those who were scattered because of the persecution that 
occurred in connection with Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and 
Antioch, speaking the word to no one except to Jews alone. 20 But there were some of 
them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to Antioch and began speaking to the Greeks 
also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a large 
number who believed turned to the Lord. 22 The news about them reached the ears of the 
church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas off to Antioch. 23 Then when he arrived 
and witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced and began to encourage them all with 
resolute heart to remain true to the Lord; 24 for he was a good man, and full of the Holy 
Spirit and of faith. And considerable numbers were brought to the Lord. (NASB95) 

2 Timothy 3:10-17 ... 10 Now you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, 
patience, love, perseverance, 11 persecutions, and sufferings, such as happened to me at 
Antioch, at Iconium and at Lystra; what persecutions I endured, and out of them all the 
Lord rescued me! 12 Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be 



persecuted. 13 But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and 
being deceived. 14 You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become 
convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that from childhood 
you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is inspired by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so 
that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. (NASB95) 

Conclusion 

Honoring the Lord, let us ascribe unto Him the glory due His name; obeying the Lord, let us 
worship Him in holy array (Ps. 29:1-2; 96:7-10).  

Psalm 29:1-2 ... 1 A Psalm of David. Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of the mighty, Ascribe 
to the Lord glory and strength. 2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due to His name; Worship 
the Lord in holy array. (NASB95) 

Psalm 96:7-10 ... 7 Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, Ascribe to the Lord 
glory and strength. 8 Ascribe to the Lord the glory of His name; Bring an offering and 
come into His courts. 9 Worship the Lord in holy attire; Tremble before Him, all the 
earth. 10 Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns; Indeed, the world is firmly 
established, it will not be moved; He will judge the peoples with equity.” (NASB95) 


