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Introduction

Let us consider the church in God’s eternal purfgph. 3:8-12). The Greek wosttklesia,
translated “church,” identifies those who are “edlbut” into “an assembly, a congregation, a
church.” The Greek word translated “purpose” litigraignifies “a setting forth,” i.e., a public
presentation of “that which is planned in advamdan, purpose, resolve, will.”

Ephesians 3:8-12 ... 8 To me, the very least (fadtits, this grace was given, to preach
to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Ch#isind to bring to light what is the
administration of the mystery which for ages haarbleidden in God who created all
things; 10 so that the manifold wisdom of God migiw be made known through the
church to the rulers and the authorities in the veray places. 11 This was in
accordance with the eternal purpose which He caroet in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in
whom we have boldness and confident access thrfaitghin Him. (NASB95)

Some think that they can maintain a relationshiginwhe Lord but have little or no association
with the church. However, in God’s scheme of red@onp one cannot separate Christ from the
church. From a Biblical standpoint, the church playfundamental role in God’s scheme of
redemption.

We are called by the gospel (2 Thess. 2:14-15)pbtite domain of sin, into the kingdom of

God’'s dear Son (Col. 1:13-14; 1 Thess. 2:10-12)hénNT, “kingdom” and “church” are used
synonymously (Matt. 16:13-19). As Christ is Kingeowhis kingdom, He is head of the body,
which is the church (Eph. 1:22-23; 5:22-24; Col8:1:24). The church is composed of the
saved, and the saved make up the church (Acts4%R8-

2 Thessalonians 2:14-15 ... 14 It was for this lditecl you through our gospel, that you
may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 158m, brethren, stand firm and hold to
the traditions which you were taught, whether bydwaf mouth or by letter from us.
(NASB95)

Colossians 1:13-14 ... 13 For He rescued us froendtbmain of darkness, and
transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Sdrinlvhom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins. (NASB95)

1 Thessalonians 2:10-12 ... 10 You are witnessebssa is God, how devoutly and
uprightly and blamelessly we behaved toward yoiebets; 11 just as you know how we
were exhorting and encouraging and imploring eank of you as a father would his



own children, 12 so that you would walk in a manmerthy of the God who calls you
into His own kingdom and glory. (NASB95)

Matthew 16:13-19 ... 13 Now when Jesus came imtdlistrict of Caesarea Philippi, He
was asking His disciples, “Who do people say that$on of Man is?” 14 And they said,
“Some say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; &tilt others, Jeremiah, or one of the
prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you Hagt | am?” 16 Simon Peter
answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the §v@od.” 17 And Jesus said to him,
“Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because fleshtdmod did not reveal this to you, but
My Father who is in heaven. 18 “| also say to ybattyou are Peter, and upon this rock
| will build My church; and the gates of Hades witit overpower it. 19 “I will give you
the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatevebiyalion earth shall have been
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on easl Ishve been loosed in heaven.”
(NASB95)

Ephesians 1:22-23 ... 22 And He put all thingsubjsction under His feet, and gave Him
as head over all things to the church, 23 whicHis body, the fullness of Him who fills
all in all. (NASB95)

Ephesians 5:22-24 ... 22 Wives, be subject to gaur husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For
the husband is the head of the wife, as Christial$lee head of the church, He Himself
being the Savior of the body. 24 But as the chig&ubject to Christ, so also the wives
ought to be to their husbands in everything. (NASB9

Colossians 1:18 ... 18 He is also head of the bttay/church; and He is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself aoime to have first place in
everything. (NASB95)

Colossians 1:24 ... 24 Now | rejoice in my suffgsifior your sake, and in my flesh | do
my share on behalf of His body, which is the chuircfilling up what is lacking in
Christ’s afflictions. (NASB95)

Acts 2:38-47 ... 38 Peter said to them, “Repent| aach of you be baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your simg] you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. 39 “For the promise is for you and your ldren and for all who are far off, as
many as the Lord our God will call to Himself.” #4hd with many other words he
solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them,rggyBe saved from this perverse
generation!” 41 So then, those who had receivediasl were baptized; and that day
there were added about three thousand souls. 49 Wieee continually devoting
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to felgays$o the breaking of bread and to
prayer. 43 Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe;naany wonders and signs were
taking place through the apostles. 44 And all th@ke had believed were together and
had all things in common; 45 and they began sellivegr property and possessions and
were sharing them with all, as anyone might hawednd6 Day by day continuing with
one mind in the temple, and breaking bread fronskdo house, they were taking their
meals together with gladness and sincerity of hebftpraising God and having favor



with all the people. And the Lord was adding tarthember day by day those who were
being saved. (NASB95)

Before The Foundation of the World

Before the foundation of the world, God chose &mea which salvation could be found (Eph.
1:3-5; cf. Matt. 25:34; 1 Pet. 1:17-21). Accordinghe church is a demonstration of His divine
wisdom and eternal purpose (Eph. 3:8-11). Far fbemng an “afterthought” or “substitute
measure,” the church is central to God’s plan bfegen.

Ephesians 1:3-5 ... 3 Blessed be the God and Fatheur Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in thevieedy places in Christ, 4 just as He
chose us in Him before the foundation of the wdHhdf we would be holy and blameless
before Him. In love 5 He predestined us to adopéisisons through Jesus Christ to
Himself, according to the kind intention of HisiWiNASB95)

Matthew 25:34 ... 34 “Then the King will say to gigoon His right, ‘Come, you who are
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepéaiadyou from the foundation of the
world. (NASB95)

1 Peter 1:17-21 ... 17 If you address as Father@ne who impartially judges according
to each one’s work, conduct yourselves in fearrduthe time of your stay on earth; 18
knowing that you were not redeemed with perishtdbfegs like silver or gold from your
futile way of life inherited from your forefatheds) but with precious blood, as of a lamb
unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. @0He was foreknown before the
foundation of the world, but has appeared in tHasétimes for the sake of you 21 who
through Him are believers in God, who raised Himnfrthe dead and gave Him glory, so
that your faith and hope are in God. (NASB95)

Ephesians 3:8-11 ... 8 To me, the very least (fadtits, this grace was given, to preach
to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Ch#isind to bring to light what is the
administration of the mystery which for ages haarbleidden in God who created all
things; 10 so that the manifold wisdom of God mighw be made known through the
church to the rulers and the authorities in the Veray places. 11 This was in
accordance with the eternal purpose which He caroet in Christ Jesus our Lord,
(NASB95)

In The Garden of Eden

As humanity fell under the curse of sin, God regddhat one day the Tempter would be dealt a
crushing defeat: the seed of woman would destrégrnS@en. 3:15). This prophecy provides the
first glimpse of the coming Savior. Jesus Christnbof a virgin, was uniquely the seed of
woman (Matt. 1:18-25; Gal. 4:4-5; Isa. 7:14; 9:6-7)



Genesis 3:15 ... 15 And | will put enmity Betwesm and the woman, And between your
seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the hadlyou shall bruise him on the
heel.” (NASB95)

Matthew 1:18-25 ... 18 Now the birth of Jesus Giwias as follows: when His mother
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they ¢agether she was found to be with
child by the Holy Spirit. 19 And Joseph her hushdmaing a righteous man and not
wanting to disgrace her, planned to send her aveayedly. 20 But when he had
considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appé#o him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Was your wife; for the Child who has
been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21&S3¥ill bear a Son; and you shall call
His name Jesus, for He will save His people froeirthins.” 22 Now all this took place
to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through ghiephet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall
be with child and shall bear a Son, and they sballl His name Immanuel,” which
translated means, “God with us.” 24 And Joseph asvivkm his sleep and did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him, and took Maryissvife, 25 but kept her a virgin
until she gave birth to a Son; and he called Himmealesus. (NASB95)

Galatians 4:4-5 ... 4 But when the fullness ofttihmee came, God sent forth His Son, born
of a woman, born under the Law, 5 so that He migiéem those who were under the
Law, that we might receive the adoption as sonASBB5)

Isaiah 7:14 ... 14 “Therefore the Lord Himself wgilve you a sign: Behold, a virgin will
be with child and bear a son, and she will call Hane Immanuel. (NASB95)

Isaiah 9:6-7 ... 6 For a child will be born to usson will be given to us; And the
government will rest on His shoulders; And His namilebe called Wonderful

Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince oae. 7 There will be no end to the
increase of His government or of peace, On thentf David and over his kingdom, To
establish it and to uphold it with justice and rigbusness From then on and
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts willewplish this. (NASB95)

Through His resurrection from the dead, Christrdgstd the power of Satan, and broke the
terrorizing grip he held over death (Heb. 2:14-1%or. 15:50-57; 2 Tim. 1:9-10). Accordingly,
the Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destieworks of the devil (1 John 3:7-8).

Hebrews 2:14-15 ... 14 Therefore, since the chridsleare in flesh and blood, He Himself
likewise also partook of the same, that throughtldéfe might render powerless him
who had the power of death, that is, the devilad8d might free those who through fear
of death were subject to slavery all their livédASB95)

1 Corinthians 15:50-57 ... 50 Now | say this, breth that flesh and blood cannot inherit
the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inftegtimperishable. 51 Behold, | tell
you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we willtee changed, 52 in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for themipet will sound, and the dead will be
raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 thes perishable must put on the
imperishable, and this mortal must put on immotyalb4 But when this perishable will



have put on the imperishable, and this mortal e put on immortality, then will
come about the saying that is written, “Death isaflawed up in victory. 55 “O death,
where is your victory? O death, where is your s2ihg6 The sting of death is sin, and
the power of sin is the law; 57 but thanks be talGeho gives us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ. (NASB95)

2 Timothy 1:9-10 ... 9 who has saved us and caigedith a holy calling, not according
to our works, but according to His own purpose gnaice which was granted us in
Christ Jesus from all eternity, 10 but now has besealed by the appearing of our
Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and broliighand immortality to light
through the gospel, (NASB95)

1 John 3:7-8 ... 7 Little children, make sure ne @®ceives you; the one who practices
righteousness is righteous, just as He is righte8ube one who practices sin is of the
devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginnifibe Son of God appeared for this
purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. (NASB95

In The Time of Abraham

God'’s threefold promise to Abraham provides thenavork through which His eternal purpose
would be realized: | will give the land of Canaanybur descendants; | will make you a great
nation; and in you all the families of the eartti Wwe blessed (Gen. 12:1-7; cf. also 13:14-17,;
15:5-7; 15:17-21; 17:1-8; 22:15-18; etc.).

Genesis 12:1-7 ... 1 Now the Lord said to Abramo ‘fGrth from your country, And from
your relatives And from your father’s house, Toldre which | will show you; 2 And |
will make you a great nation, And | will bless ydud make your name great; And so
you shall be a blessing; 3 And | will bless tho$®Wwless you, And the one who curses
you | will curse. And in you all the families oétbarth will be blessed.” 4 So Abram
went forth as the Lord had spoken to him; and Leatwith him. Now Abram was
seventy-five years old when he departed from Hasakbbram took Sarai his wife and
Lot his nephew, and all their possessions whic el accumulated, and the persons
which they had acquired in Haran, and they setfouthe land of Canaan; thus they
came to the land of Canaan. 6 Abram passed thrélughand as far as the site of
Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. Now the Canaanitethregsin the land. 7 The Lord
appeared to Abram and said, “To your descendamtgl Igive this land.” So he built an
altar there to the Lord who had appeared to himAg895)

Genesis 13:14-17 ... 14 The Lord said to Abranerdfot had separated from him, “Now
lift up your eyes and look from the place where gam@) northward and southward and
eastward and westward; 15 for all the land whicli pee, | will give it to you and to
your descendants forever. 16 “I will make your dgstants as the dust of the earth, so
that if anyone can number the dust of the earttn tyour descendants can also be
numbered. 17 “Arise, walk about the land throughléngth and breadth; for | will give
it to you.” (NASB95)



Genesis 15:5-7 ... 5 And He took him outside aindl Ssow look toward the heavens,
and count the stars, if you are able to count thédnd He said to him, “So shall your
descendants be.” 6 Then he believed in the Lord;de reckoned it to him as
righteousness. 7 And He said to him, “| am the Lwit brought you out of Ur of the
Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess itASB95)

Genesis 15:17-21 ... 17 It came about when théhadrset, that it was very dark, and
behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a flatoirglp which passed between these
pieces. 18 On that day the Lord made a covenaht Abtam, saying, “To your
descendants | have given this land, From the roféfgypt as far as the great river, the
river Euphrates: 19 the Kenite and the Kenizzitd e Kadmonite 20 and the Hittite
and the Perizzite and the Rephaim 21 and the Aenant the Canaanite and the
Girgashite and the Jebusite.” (NASB95)

Genesis 17:1-8 ... 1 Now when Abram was ninety-yaaes old, the Lord appeared to
Abram and said to him, “I am God Almighty; Walkdref Me, and be blameless. 2 I
will establish My covenant between Me and you, l[Amill multiply you exceedingly.” 3
Abram fell on his face, and God talked with hinyjisg, 4 “As for Me, behold, My
covenant is with you, And you will be the fathea ofiultitude of nations. 5 “No longer
shall your name be called Abram, But your nameldi@Abraham; For | will make you
the father of a multitude of nations. 6 “I have reacbu exceedingly fruitful, and I will
make nations of you, and kings will come forth fymu. 7 “I will establish My covenant
between Me and you and your descendants afteryoudhout their generations for an
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to ylmscendants after you. 8 “I will give
to you and to your descendants after you, the t#neur sojournings, all the land of
Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and | vélkteir God.” (NASB95)

Genesis 22:15-18 ... 15 Then the angel of the cali@d to Abraham a second time from
heaven, 16 and said, “By Myself | have sworn, deddhe Lord, because you have done
this thing and have not withheld your son, youryasdn, 17 indeed | will greatly bless
you, and | will greatly multiply your seed as thars of the heavens and as the sand
which is on the seashore; and your seed shall pssée gate of their enemies. 18 “In
your seed all the nations of the earth shall bes$del, because you have obeyed My
voice.” (NASB95)

Christ, the seed of Abraham, provides hope fohthigeless (Acts 3:25-26; Gal. 3:16).
Regardless of background, those who obey the gaspdieirs of this ancient promise (Gal.
3:26-29; Eph. 3:1-7).

Acts 3:25-26 ... 25 “It is you who are the sonshaf prophets and of the covenant which
God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘Angour seed all the families of the
earth shall be blessed.’ 26 “For you first, Godsad up His Servant and sent Him to
bless you by turning every one of you from youkedowvays.” (NASB95)

Galatians 3:16 ... 16 Now the promises were spoaegkbraham and to his seed. He does
not say, “And to seeds,” as referring to many, tather to one, “And to your seed,” that
is, Christ. (NASB95)



Galatians 3:26-29 ... 26 For you are all sons ofdGbrough faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For
all of you who were baptized into Christ have cbatlyourselves with Christ. 28 There is
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nee fnan, there is neither male nor
female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 Anu belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to pron{i[S&.SB95)

Ephesians 3:1-7 ... 1 For this reason |, Paul, phisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of
you Gentiles— 2 if indeed you have heard of theastdship of God’s grace which was
given to me for you; 3 that by revelation there wasle known to me the mystery, as |
wrote before in brief. 4 By referring to this, whgwu read you can understand my
insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which in atenerations was not made known to
the sons of men, as it has now been revealed tbdllysapostles and prophets in the
Spirit; 6 to be specific, that the Gentiles arddel heirs and fellow members of the body,
and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesusugh the gospel, 7 of which | was
made a minister, according to the gift of God’sggavhich was given to me according to
the working of His power. (NASB95)

In The Time of Moses

The Mosaic Code prepared the way for the comingsMesRom. 5:20-21; Gal. 3:19-25), and
foretold the advent of Jesus Christ (Deut. 18:15A3s 3:17-26). Judaism was never intended
to be permanent, but looked forward to the estatvient of the New Covenant (Jer. 31:31-34;
Heb. 8:7-13). The authenticity of the gospel messadpased upon fulfilled prophecy originally
set forth in the Law of Moses and the Prophets @24 44-47; John 5:39-47; Acts 26:19-23;
28:22-24).

Romans 5:20-21 ... 20 The Law came in so thatrémsgression would increase; but
where sin increased, grace abounded all the mdresd?that, as sin reigned in death,
even so grace would reign through righteousnestamal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord. (NASB95)

Galatians 3:19-25 ... 19 Why the Law then? It wddesl because of transgressions,
having been ordained through angels by the ageheyneediator, until the seed would
come to whom the promise had been made. 20 Nowdiatorais not for one party only;
whereas God is only one. 21 Is the Law then conttathe promises of God? May it
never be! For if a law had been given which wasdblimpart life, then righteousness
would indeed have been based on law. 22 But thpt8er has shut up everyone under
sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Chrighinbe given to those who believe. 23
But before faith came, we were kept in custody uthgelaw, being shut up to the faith
which was later to be revealed. 24 Therefore the bas become our tutor to lead us to
Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. 2% Baw that faith has come, we are no
longer under a tutor. (NASB95)

Deuteronomy 18:15-19 ... 15 “The Lord your God walise up for you a prophet like me
from among you, from your countrymen, you shakiigo him. 16 “This is according to



all that you asked of the Lord your God in Horebtlba day of the assembly, saying, ‘Let
me not hear again the voice of the Lord my Godnketnot see this great fire anymore,
or I will die.” 17 “The Lord said to me, ‘They hagpoken well. 18 ‘I will raise up a
prophet from among their countrymen like you, amdlllput My words in his mouth, and
he shall speak to them all that | command him.ItL8hall come about that whoever will
not listen to My words which he shall speak in Myne, | Myself will require it of him.
(NASB95)

Acts 3:17-26 ... 17 “And now, brethren, | know tliati acted in ignorance, just as your
rulers did also. 18 “But the things which God annoad beforehand by the mouth of all
the prophets, that His Christ would suffer, He tfass fulfilled. 19 “Therefore repent

and return, so that your sins may be wiped awagpyder that times of refreshing may
come from the presence of the Lord; 20 and thatndg send Jesus, the Christ appointed
for you, 21 whom heaven must receive until theopleof restoration of all things about
which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophiets fancient time. 22 “Moses said,
‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet likee from your brethren; to Him you
shall give heed to everything He says to you. 2@ ‘@will be that every soul that does
not heed that prophet shall be utterly destroyediffamong the people.” 24 “And
likewise, all the prophets who have spoken, from&h and his successors onward, also
announced these days. 25 “It is you who are the £dnthe prophets and of the covenant
which God made with your fathers, saying to Abrah@mnd in your seed all the families
of the earth shall be blessed.’ 26 “For you fir&pd raised up His Servant and sent Him
to bless you by turning every one of you from yaigcked ways.” (NASB95)

Jeremiah 31:31-34 ... 31 “Behold, days are comirggtlares the Lord, “when | will
make a new covenant with the house of Israel atfdtive house of Judah, 32 not like the
covenant which | made with their fathers in the tgok them by the hand to bring them
out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which theykbr although | was a husband to
them,” declares the Lord. 33 “But this is the comahwhich | will make with the house
of Israel after those days,” declares the Lordwill put My law within them and on

their heart | will write it; and | will be their Gd, and they shall be My people. 34 “They
will not teach again, each man his neighbor andre@an his brother, saying, ‘Know the
Lord,’ for they will all know Me, from the least thfem to the greatest of them,” declares
the Lord, “for | will forgive their iniquity, andteir sin | will remember no more.”
(NASB95)

Hebrews 8:7-13 ... 7 For if that first covenant Hagkn faultless, there would have been
no occasion sought for a second. 8 For findingtfauth them, He says, “Behold, days
are coming, says the Lord, When | will effect a wewenant With the house of Israel and
with the house of Judah; 9 Not like the covenarntiwhmade with their fathers On the
day when | took them by the hand To lead them faiiedand of Egypt; For they did not
continue in My covenant, And | did not care fomthaays the Lord. 10 “For this is the
covenant that | will make with the house of Isvafter those days, says the Lord: | will
put My laws into their minds, And | will write thean their hearts. And | will be their
God, And they shall be My people. 11 “And theyIshatl teach everyone his fellow



citizen, And everyone his brother, saying, ‘Knoeltlord,” For all will know Me, From
the least to the greatest of them. 12 “For | wdl imerciful to their iniquities, And | will
remember their sins no more.” 13 When He said, &wrcovenant,” He has made the
first obsolete. But whatever is becoming obsoletegrowing old is ready to disappear.
(NASB95)

Luke 24:13-27 ... 13 And behold, two of them weragthat very day to a village named
Emmaus, which was about seven miles from Jerusakkmind they were talking with
each other about all these things which had takaong 15 While they were talking and
discussing, Jesus Himself approached and begaeltraywith them. 16 But their eyes
were prevented from recognizing Him. 17 And He saithem, “What are these words
that you are exchanging with one another as yowatking?” And they stood still,
looking sad. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, ansiaré said to Him, “Are You the
only one visiting Jerusalem and unaware of thegsiwhich have happened here in these
days?” 19 And He said to them, “What things?” Amey said to Him, “The things about
Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty ith aee word in the sight of God and
all the people, 20 and how the chief priests androlers delivered Him to the sentence
of death, and crucified Him. 21 “But we were hopthgt it was He who was going to
redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, it istthiel day since these things happened. 22
“But also some women among us amazed us. Whemvtdreyat the tomb early in the
morning, 23 and did not find His body, they canagjrgy that they had also seen a vision
of angels who said that He was alive. 24 “Soméo$¢ who were with us went to the
tomb and found it just exactly as the women alsbd@ad; but Him they did not see.” 25
And He said to them, “O foolish men and slow ofrh&abelieve in all that the prophets
have spoken! 26 “Was it not necessary for the Ghoisuffer these things and to enter
into His glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses anitdhvall the prophets, He explained
to them the things concerning Himself in all thei@ares. (NASB95)

Luke 24:44-49 ... 44 Now He said to them, “TheseMy words which | spoke to you
while | was still with you, that all things whicheawritten about Me in the Law of Moses
and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilld8.Then He opened their minds to
understand the Scriptures, 46 and He said to th{&mys it is written, that the Christ
would suffer and rise again from the dead the thiay, 47 and that repentance for
forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His n#oredl the nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. 48 “You are witnesses of these thin@gsAad behold, | am sending forth the
promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stathe city until you are clothed with
power from on high.” (NASB95)

John 1:43-51 ... 43 The next day He purposed timigoGalilee, and He found Philip.
And Jesus said to him, “Follow Me.” 44 Now Philimsvfrom Bethsaida, of the city of
Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and $aihim, “We have found Him of
whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrossuslof Nazareth, the son of
Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can any gooithghcome out of Nazareth?” Philip
said to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathaoaeling to Him, and said of him,
“Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is rexeit!” 48 Nathanael said to Him,



“How do You know me?” Jesus answered and saidrg HBefore Philip called you,
when you were under the fig tree, | saw you.” 43daael answered Him, “Rabbi, You
are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel.”3us answered and said to him,
“Because | said to you that | saw you under thetrigg, do you believe? You will see
greater things than these.” 51 And He said to Hifmuly, truly, | say to you, you will see
the heavens opened and the angels of God asceadthdescending on the Son of
Man.” (NASB95)

John 5:39-47 ... 39 “You search the Scriptures lseayou think that in them you have
eternal life; it is these that testify about Me; @@d you are unwilling to come to Me so
that you may have life. 41 “I do not receive glimym men; 42 but | know you, that you
do not have the love of God in yourselves. 43 ldheome in My Father’'s name, and
you do not receive Me; if another comes in his aame, you will receive him. 44 “How
can you believe, when you receive glory from orahaar and you do not seek the glory
that is from the one and only God? 45 “Do not thih&t | will accuse you before the
Father; the one who accuses you is Moses, in wioanhgve set your hope. 46 “For if
you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for letenatbout Me. 47 “But if you do not
believe his writings, how will you believe My wattENASB95)

Acts 24:14-16 ... 14 “But this | admit to you, tlecording to the Way which they call a
sect | do serve the God of our fathers, believieyghing that is in accordance with the
Law and that is written in the Prophets; 15 havangope in God, which these men
cherish themselves, that there shall certainly besairrection of both the righteous and
the wicked. 16 “In view of this, | also do my besimaintain always a blameless
conscience both before God and before men. (NASB95)

Acts 26:19-23 ... 19 “So, King Agrippa, | did nabpe disobedient to the heavenly
vision, 20 but kept declaring both to those of Dacus first, and also at Jerusalem and
then throughout all the region of Judea, and ewethé Gentiles, that they should repent
and turn to God, performing deeds appropriate toemrgtance. 21 “For this reason some
Jews seized me in the temple and tried to put rdedth. 22 “So, having obtained help
from God, | stand to this day testifying both ta#rand great, stating nothing but what
the Prophets and Moses said was going to take pk&éhat the Christ was to suffer,
and that by reason of His resurrection from thedle would be the first to proclaim
light both to the Jewish people and to the Gentil@¢ASB95)

Acts 28:22-24 ... 22 “But we desire to hear fronu yehat your views are; for concerning
this sect, it is known to us that it is spoken agaeverywhere.” 23 When they had set a
day for Paul, they came to him at his lodging irganumbers; and he was explaining to
them by solemnly testifying about the kingdom af &l trying to persuade them
concerning Jesus, from both the Law of Moses amd the Prophets, from morning until
evening. 24 Some were being persuaded by the thpajen, but others would not
believe. (NASB95)

10



In The Time of the Prophets

David

David prophetically foreshadowed the betrayal ofi€{Ps. 41:9; 55:12-15; Acts 1:15-26), His
crucifixion (Ps. 22:11-18; 69:20-21; Matt. 27:33:44hn 19:28-30), and also His resurrection
(Ps. 16:8-11; Acts 2:22-36). He anticipated thdanbopposition of sinful men to the ministry
and message of Christ (Ps. 2:1-3; Acts 4:23-31yeNReless, His rule and reign would be
triumphant (cf. Ps. 2:4-12 and Acts 13:26-39; of. PL8:22-23 and Matt. 21:42-44; cf. Ps. 110:1
and Matt. 22:41-46; Mark 12:35-37; Luke 20:41-44).

Psalm 41:9 ... 9 Even my close friend in whom $ted, Who ate my bread, Has lifted up
his heel against me. (NASB95)

Psalm 55:12-15 ... 12 For it is not an enemy whwreaches me, Then | could bear it;
Nor is it one who hates me who has exalted hinagglinst me, Then | could hide myself
from him. 13 But it is you, a man my equal, My canipn and my familiar friend; 14 We
who had sweet fellowship together Walked in thesb@i God in the throng. 15 Let
death come deceitfully upon them; Let them go daivae to Sheol, For evil is in their
dwelling, in their midst. (NASB95)

Acts 1:15-26 ... 15 At this time Peter stood uphenmidst of the brethren (a gathering of
about one hundred and twenty persons was ther¢htegeand said, 16 “Brethren, the
Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spfaretold by the mouth of David
concerning Judas, who became a guide to those whetad Jesus. 17 “For he was
counted among us and received his share in thisstnyri’ 18 (Now this man acquired a
field with the price of his wickedness, and fallmgadlong, he burst open in the middle
and all his intestines gushed out. 19 And it becknmevn to all who were living in
Jerusalem; so that in their own language that fiels called Hakeldama, that is, Field
of Blood.) 20 “For it is written in the book of Fsas, ‘Let his homestead be made
desolate, And let no one dwell in it’; and, ‘Letodiner man take his office.’ 21
“Therefore it is necessary that of the men who hea@mpanied us all the time that the
Lord Jesus went in and out among us— 22 beginnitigtiae baptism of John until the
day that He was taken up from us—one of these measime a witness with us of His
resurrection.” 23 So they put forward two men, Jusealled Barsabbas (who was also
called Justus), and Matthias. 24 And they prayed said, “You, Lord, who know the
hearts of all men, show which one of these twohéme chosen 25 to occupy this
ministry and apostleship from which Judas turnedeo go to his own place.” 26 And
they drew lots for them, and the lot fell to Madthiand he was added to the eleven
apostles. (NASB95)

Psalm 22:11-18 ... 11 Be not far from me, for tdeub near; For there is none to help.
12 Many bulls have surrounded me; Strong bullsagtBn have encircled me. 13 They
open wide their mouth at me, As a ravening andaaing lion. 14 | am poured out like
water, And all my bones are out of joint; My hdartike wax; It is melted within me. 15
My strength is dried up like a potsherd, And mygtencleaves to my jaws; And You lay
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me in the dust of death. 16 For dogs have surrodmde; A band of evildoers has
encompassed me; They pierced my hands and my 7detan count all my bones. They
look, they stare at me; 18 They divide my garmamtsng them, And for my clothing they
cast lots. (NASB95)

Psalm 69:20-21 ... 20 Reproach has broken my regattl am so sick. And | looked for
sympathy, but there was none, And for comfortars| found none. 21 They also gave
me gall for my food And for my thirst they gaveunegar to drink. (NASB95)

Matthew 27:33-44 ... 33 And when they came to eeptalled Golgotha, which means
Place of a Skull, 34 they gave Him wine to drinkediwith gall; and after tasting it, He
was unwilling to drink. 35 And when they had credfHim, they divided up His
garments among themselves by casting lots. 36 itmyslown, they began to keep
watch over Him there. 37 And above His head théyipuhe charge against Him which
read, “THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 38#tttime two robbers were
crucified with Him, one on the right and one on lie. 39 And those passing by were
hurling abuse at Him, wagging their heads 40 angirsg “You who are going to destroy
the temple and rebuild it in three days, save Yaltlr§ You are the Son of God, come
down from the cross.” 41 In the same way the ghiefsts also, along with the scribes
and elders, were mocking Him and saying, 42 “Heeslanthers; He cannot save Himself.
He is the King of Israel; let Him now come dowmirthe cross, and we will believe in
Him. 43 “He trusts in God; let God rescue Him nafakle delights in Him; for He said,

‘I am the Son of God.” ” 44 The robbers who hadrbericified with Him were also
insulting Him with the same words. (NASB95)

John 19:28-30 ... 28 After this, Jesus, knowing #tlahings had already been
accomplished, to fulfill the Scripture, said, “I amrsty.” 29 A jar full of sour wine was
standing there; so they put a sponge full of the sane upon a branch of hyssop and
brought it up to His mouth. 30 Therefore when Jdmgsreceived the sour wine, He said,
“Itis finished!” And He bowed His head and gave s spirit. (NASB95)

Psalm 16:8-11 ... 8 | have set the Lord continubfjyore me; Because He is at my right
hand, 1 will not be shaken. 9 Therefore my heagiasl and my glory rejoices; My flesh
also will dwell securely. 10 For You will not abamdmy soul to Sheol; Nor will You
allow Your Holy One to undergo decay. 11 You wdkeknown to me the path of life; In
Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your right thdinere are pleasures forever.
(NASB95)

Acts 2:22-36 ... 22 “Men of Israel, listen to thegerds: Jesus the Nazarene, a man
attested to you by God with miracles and wondetssaagns which God performed
through Him in your midst, just as you yourselvesvwk— 23 this Man, delivered over by
the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God,ngiled to a cross by the hands of
godless men and put Him to death. 24 “But God ihiden up again, putting an end to
the agony of death, since it was impossible for tirbe held in its power. 25 “For
David says of Him, ‘Il saw the Lord always in mygmece; For He is at my right hand,
so that | will not be shaken. 26 ‘Therefore my heaas glad and my tongue exulted;
Moreover my flesh also will live in hope; 27 Beaai®u will not abandon my soul to
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Hades, Nor allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.Y2&1 have made known to me the
ways of life; You will make me full of gladneswybur presence.’ 29 “Brethren, | may
confidently say to you regarding the patriarch Dathat he both died and was buried,
and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 “And sa;dese he was a prophet and knew that
God had sworn to him with an oath to seat one ®deiscendants on his throne, 31 he
looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of tmesC that He was neither abandoned
to Hades, nor did His flesh suffer decay. 32 “Thesus God raised up again, to which
we are all witnesses. 33 “Therefore having beeritedao the right hand of God, and
having received from the Father the promise ofHoéy Spirit, He has poured forth this
which you both see and hear. 34 “For it was not [davho ascended into heaven, but he
himself says: ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at kght hand, 35 Until | make Your
enemies a footstool for Your feet.” * 36 “Therefde¢ all the house of Israel know for
certain that God has made Him both Lord and Chri$tis-Jesus whom you crucified.”
(NASB95)

Psalm 2:1-3 ... 1 Why are the nations in an uprAad the peoples devising a vain thing?
2 The kings of the earth take their stand And thers take counsel together Against the
Lord and against His Anointed, saying, 3 “Let uarttheir fetters apart And cast away
their cords from us!” (NASB95)

Acts 4:23-31 ... 23 When they had been releaseg went to their own companions and
reported all that the chief priests and the eldeasl said to them. 24 And when they
heard this, they lifted their voices to God witlea@tcord and said, “O Lord, it is You
who made the heaven and the earth and the seaglhtidt is in them, 25 who by the
Holy Spirit, through the mouth of our father Daxidur servant, said, ‘Why did the
Gentiles rage, And the peoples devise futile thirgs The kings of the earth took their
stand, And the rulers were gathered together AdgdiresLord and against His Christ.’
27 “For truly in this city there were gathered tdger against Your holy servant Jesus,
whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pila@n@with the Gentiles and the
peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever Your handodr purpose predestined to occur.
29 “And now, Lord, take note of their threats, agrdnt that Your bond-servants may
speak Your word with all confidence, 30 while Yxiered Your hand to heal, and signs
and wonders take place through the name of Youwr $mvant Jesus.” 31 And when they
had prayed, the place where they had gathered hegetas shaken, and they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak #nerd of God with boldness. (NASB95)

Psalm 2:4-12 ... 4 He who sits in the heavens lapghe Lord scoffs at them. 5 Then He
will speak to them in His anger And terrify thenHis fury, saying, 6 “But as for Me, |
have installed My King Upon Zion, My holy mountain:| will surely tell of the decree
of the Lord: He said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Totlhgve begotten You. 8 ‘Ask of Me,
and | will surely give the nations as Your inhenita, And the very ends of the earth as
Your possession. 9 ‘You shall break them with aafddon, You shall shatter them like
earthenware.” ” 10 Now therefore, O kings, showcdimment; Take warning, O judges
of the earth. 11 Worship the Lord with reverence Agjoice with trembling. 12 Do
homage to the Son, that He not become angry, amghgosh in the way, For His wrath
may soon be kindled. How blessed are all who takgge in Him! (NASB95)
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Acts 13:26-39 ... 26 “Brethren, sons of Abrahamaily, and those among you who fear
God, to us the message of this salvation has beE@n 27 “For those who live in
Jerusalem, and their rulers, recognizing neithemHior the utterances of the prophets
which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled these bydemning Him. 28 “And though they
found no ground for putting Him to death, they asRdate that He be executed. 29
“When they had carried out all that was written ceming Him, they took Him down
from the cross and laid Him in a tomb. 30 “But Gadsed Him from the dead; 31 and
for many days He appeared to those who came upHiithfrom Galilee to Jerusalem,
the very ones who are now His witnesses to thelpe®p “And we preach to you the
good news of the promise made to the fathers,&33bd has fulfilled this promise to
our children in that He raised up Jesus, as itlsawritten in the second Psalm, ‘You are
My Son; today | have begotten You.’ 34 “As forfie that He raised Him up from the
dead, no longer to return to decay, He has spokehis way: ‘I will give you the holy
and sure blessings of David.” 35 “Therefore He adsgs in another Psalm, “You will not
allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.’ 36 “For Ddyafter he had served the purpose
of God in his own generation, fell asleep, and @b among his fathers and underwent
decay; 37 but He whom God raised did not undergmage38 “Therefore let it be known
to you, brethren, that through Him forgivenessio$ $s proclaimed to you, 39 and
through Him everyone who believes is freed fronthatigs, from which you could not be
freed through the Law of Moses. (NASB95)

Psalm 118:22-23 ... 22 The stone which the buildglected Has become the chief
corner stone. 23 This is the Lord’s doing; It ismeous in our eyes. (NASB95)

Matthew 21:42-44 ... 42 Jesus said to them, “Did yiever read in the Scriptures, ‘The
stone which the builders rejected, This becamelinef corner stone; This came about
from the Lord, And it is marvelous in our eyes'?#Berefore | say to you, the kingdom
of God will be taken away from you and given teeagde, producing the fruit of it. 44
“And he who falls on this stone will be broken teges; but on whomever it falls, it will
scatter him like dust.” (NASB95)

Psalm 110:1 ... 1 A Psalm of David. The Lord saysiy Lord: “Sit at My right hand
Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your.fg®tASB95)

Matthew 22:41-46 ... 41 Now while the Phariseesewgathered together, Jesus asked
them a question: 42 “What do you think about theis€hwhose son is He?” They said to
Him, “The son of David.” 43 He said to them, “Thbaw does David in the Spirit call
Him ‘Lord,” saying, 44 ‘The Lord said to my LordSit at My right hand, Until | put

Your enemies beneath Your feet” '? 45 “If Davidrhealls Him ‘Lord,” how is He his
son?” 46 No one was able to answer Him a word, didranyone dare from that day on
to ask Him another question. (NASB95)
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Mark 12:35-37 ... 35 And Jesus began to say, atHight in the temple, “How is it that
the scribes say that the Christ is the son of Da@é “David himself said in the Holy
Spirit, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My righiand, Until | put Your enemies
beneath Your feet.” * 37 “David himself calls Hiadrd’; so in what sense is He his
son?” And the large crowd enjoyed listening to HIMASB95)

Luke 20:41-44 ... 41 Then He said to them, “Howt ikat they say the Christ is David’s
son? 42 “For David himself says in the book of Rsal ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit
at My right hand, 43 Until | make Your enemies at$tool for Your feet.”’ 44
“Therefore David calls Him ‘Lord,” and how is Heshson?” (NASB95)

Isaiah

Often called the Messianic prophet, Isaiah foresthed Christ's coming, birth and ministry,
sacrifice and suffering, and also the establishroéhtis kingdom/church (Isa. 2:1-4). These
events would occur “in the last days,” i.e., in timal dispensation of time, the Messianic or
Christian age (vs 2; Heb. 1:1-2; Acts 2:16-17). Tharch would have its beginning in
Jerusalem or Zion (vs 3; Luke 24:46-49; Acts 2:1AM) nations and peoples would have access
to it (vs 2-3; Mark 16:15-16; Col. 1:21-23). Man#liwvould be judged and governed by Christ
(vs 4; Matt. 28:18-20; John 12:48). His kingdom Vdoloe peaceful and prosperous (vs 4; Matt.
5:9; Rom. 8:6-8).

Isaiah 2:1-4 ... 1 The word which Isaiah the soofoz saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem. 2 Now it will come about that In the @#sys The mountain of the house of
the Lord Will be established as the chief of theimtains, And will be raised above the
hills; And all the nations will stream to it. 3 Ameany peoples will come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LordtA@house of the God of Jacob; That
He may teach us concerning His ways And that wewadly in His paths.” For the law
will go forth from Zion And the word of the Lorain Jerusalem. 4 And He will judge
between the nations, And will render decisionsviany peoples; And they will hammer
their swords into plowshares and their spears jptoning hooks. Nation will not lift up
sword against nation, And never again will theyrfeaar. (NASB95)

Hebrews 1:1-2 ... 1 God, after He spoke long agiin¢ofathers in the prophets in many
portions and in many ways, 2 in these last daysspagen to us in His Son, whom He
appointed heir of all things, through whom also idade the world. (NASB95)

Acts 2:16-17 ... 16 but this is what was spokethraiugh the prophet Joel: 17 ‘And it
shall be in the last days,” God says, ‘That | \itiur forth of My Spirit on all mankind;
And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, yaur young men shall see visions,
And your old men shall dream dreams; (NASB95)

Luke 24:46-49 ... 46 and He said to them, “Thus written, that the Christ would suffer
and rise again from the dead the third day, 47 drad repentance for forgiveness of sins
would be proclaimed in His name to all the natidmsginning from Jerusalem. 48 “You
are witnesses of these things. 49 “And behold, sanding forth the promise of My
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Father upon you; but you are to stay in the cityilyou are clothed with power from on
high.” (NASB95)

Acts 2:1-4 ... 1 When the day of Pentecost had cthreg were all together in one place.
2 And suddenly there came from heaven a noisea likelent rushing wind, and it filled
the whole house where they were sitting. 3 Ancethppeared to them tongues as of fire
distributing themselves, and they rested on eaehabthem. 4 And they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with otteergues, as the Spirit was giving them
utterance. (NASB95)

Mark 16:15-16 ... 15 And He said to them, “Go iatbthe world and preach the gospel
to all creation. 16 “He who has believed and hasrbbaptized shall be saved; but he
who has disbelieved shall be condemned. (NASB95)

Colossians 1:21-23 ... 21 And although you werenfaty alienated and hostile in mind,
engaged in evil deeds, 22 yet He has now recongdadn His fleshly body through
death, in order to present you before Him holy blaineless and beyond reproach— 23
if indeed you continue in the faith firmly estabédg and steadfast, and not moved away
from the hope of the gospel that you have heari;hwlias proclaimed in all creation
under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made asteni(NASB95)

Matthew 28:18-20 ... 18 And Jesus came up and dpakem, saying, “All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 “Goefloee and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fatmel the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20
teaching them to observe all that | commanded gad;lo, | am with you always, even to
the end of the age.” (NASB95)

John 12:48 ... 48 “He who rejects Me and does eoktive My sayings, has one who
judges him; the word | spoke is what will judge lainthe last day. (NASB95)

Matthew 5:9 ... 9 “Blessed are the peacemakerstHey shall be called sons of God.
(NASB95)

Romans 8:6-8 ... 6 For the mind set on the flesteah, but the mind set on the Spirit is
life and peace, 7 because the mind set on the ildsbstile toward God; for it does not
subject itself to the law of God, for it is not \able to do so, 8 and those who are in the
flesh cannot please God. (NASB95)

Daniel

Daniel also prophesied about the church. He idedtihe time in which God’s kingdom would
be established (Dan. 2:31-45). Nebuchadnezzarawrevealed the four great world powers
that would arise prior to the establishment of Gddhgdom.

Daniel 2:31-45 ... 31 “You, O king, were lookingdamehold, there was a single great
statue; that statue, which was large and of extdawary splendor, was standing in front
of you, and its appearance was awesome. 32 “Thd béthat statue was made of fine
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gold, its breast and its arms of silver, its belhyd its thighs of bronze, 33 its legs of iron,
its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. 34 “Y@ontinued looking until a stone was cut
out without hands, and it struck the statue orfig&t of iron and clay and crushed them.
35 “Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silaad the gold were crushed all at the
same time and became like chaff from the summeshig floors; and the wind carried
them away so that not a trace of them was fountttgustone that struck the statue
became a great mountain and filled the whole e&8®This was the dream; now we
will tell its interpretation before the king. 37 ©4, O king, are the king of kings, to whom
the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the pdiaestrength and the glory; 38 and
wherever the sons of men dwell, or the beastsedield, or the birds of the sky, He has
given them into your hand and has caused you ®auér them all. You are the head of
gold. 39 “After you there will arise another kingdanferior to you, then another third
kingdom of bronze, which will rule over all the #ar40 “Then there will be a fourth
kingdom as strong as iron; inasmuch as iron crusresd shatters all things, so, like iron
that breaks in pieces, it will crush and breakthkse in pieces. 41 “In that you saw the
feet and toes, partly of potter’s clay and partfyron, it will be a divided kingdom; but it
will have in it the toughness of iron, inasmuclyas saw the iron mixed with common
clay. 42 “As the toes of the feet were partly ohiand partly of pottery, so some of the
kingdom will be strong and part of it will be blét 43 “And in that you saw the iron
mixed with common clay, they will combine with anether in the seed of men; but they
will not adhere to one another, even as iron dagscombine with pottery. 44 “In the
days of those kings the God of heaven will set kipgdom which will never be
destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left footrer people; it will crush and put an
end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself eneléorever. 45 “Inasmuch as you saw that
a stone was cut out of the mountain without hamdsthat it crushed the iron, the
bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold, the g@ad has made known to the king what
will take place in the future; so the dream is taurel its interpretation is trustworthy.”
(NASB95)

The Babylonian empire, ruled by Nebuchadnezzar,refaesented by the head of gold. It
remained dominant in world affairs until 539 B.C.

The Medo-Persian empire was represented by thettaad arms made of silver. Established by
Cyrus, King of Persia, and Darius, King of Mediastempire lasted until 330 B.C.

The Greek empire, established by Alexander thetness represented by the belly and thighs
of brass. Alexander conquered the known worldfiemashort years, but died in Babylon in 323
B.C. at the age of 33. Because he did not leavesarto the throne, his three generals divided
his kingdom. Ptolemy took Egypt, Seleucus contebtiee East, and Cassander commanded
Macedonia. This kingdom passed from the world steiere the birth of Christ.

The fourth great world government was the Romaniempepresented by the legs of iron, and
feet of iron and clay. During these days, God wadtup His kingdom which would stand
forever. New Testament history takes place in thesaf Roman domination (Luke 3:1-2; Acts
28:17; etc.).
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Luke 3:1-2 ... 1 Now in the fifteenth year of tegn of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was tetras€Galilee, and his brother Philip
was tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trach@iand Lysanias was tetrarch of
Abilene, 2 in the high priesthood of Annas and @hé&s, the word of God came to John,
the son of Zacharias, in the wilderness. (NASB95)

Acts 28:17 ... 17 After three days Paul called tbhgethose who were the leading men of
the Jews, and when they came together, he begargdaythem, “Brethren, though |

had done nothing against our people or the custohwar fathers, yet | was delivered as
a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the &@n(NASB95)

Conclusion

The great importance of the church can be seehéplanning and preparation that went into its
establishment. Indeed, the church is an expresdi@od’s eternal purpose. Don’t you want to
be a part of that kingdom which shall never berdgsd? Have you responded to the gospel’s
invitation? Are you in Christ Jesus?

In Christ, one finds relationship (Rom. 6:3-4; )6rédemption (Rom. 3:24), eternal life (Rom.
6:11, 23), deliverance (Rom. 8:1-2), love (Rom8839), unity and purpose (Rom. 12:4-5),
glory (Rom. 15:17), responsibility (Rom. 16:3, 8hd approval (Rom. 16:10). One enters this
blessed realm through obedience to the gospel (Rd¥6; 6:3-4, 16-18; 16:7, 25-27).

Romans 3:24 ... 24 being justified as a gift by ¢temce through the redemption which is
in Christ Jesus; (NASB95)

Romans 6:11 ... 11 Even so consider yourselves tiehd to sin, but alive to God in
Christ Jesus. (NASB95)

Romans 6:23 ... 23 For the wages of sin is deaththe free gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord. (NASB95)

Romans 8:1-2 ... 1 Therefore there is now no condéion for those who are in Christ
Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Chdesus has set you free from the law of
sin and of death. (NASB95)

Romans 8:38-39 ... 38 For | am convinced that meitteath, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor things present, nor things tonee, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor
depth, nor any other created thing, will be ableséparate us from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (NASB95)

Romans 12:4-5 ... 4 For just as we have many mesmbene body and all the members
do not have the same function, 5 so we, who are/name one body in Christ, and
individually members one of another. (NASB95)

Romans 15:17 ... 17 Therefore in Christ Jesus eHaund reason for boasting in things
pertaining to God. (NASB95)
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Romans 16:3 ... 3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, my velgorkers in Christ Jesus, (NASB95)

Romans 16:9 ... 9 Greet Urbanus, our fellow woikeChrist, and Stachys my beloved.
(NASB95)

Romans 16:10 ... 10 Greet Apelles, the approvéchnist. Greet those who are of the
household of Aristobulus. (NASB95)

Romans 1:1-6 ... 1 Paul, a bond-servant of Chestu$, called as an apostle, set apart
for the gospel of God, 2 which He promised befonehirough His prophets in the holy
Scriptures, 3 concerning His Son, who was born @éscendant of David according to
the flesh, 4 who was declared the Son of God vattep by the resurrection from the
dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesugstbur Lord, 5 through whom we have
received grace and apostleship to bring about thedoence of faith among all the
Gentiles for His name’s sake, 6 among whom youaisahe called of Jesus Christ;
(NASB95)

Romans 6:3-4 ... 3 Or do you not know that allofuno have been baptized into Christ
Jesus have been baptized into His death? 4 Thergferhave been buried with Him
through baptism into death, so that as Christ waised from the dead through the glory
of the Father, so we too might walk in newnesgeaf(NASB95)

Romans 6:16-18 ... 16 Do you not know that wherpyesent yourselves to someone as
slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the onenwlowu obey, either of sin resulting in
death, or of obedience resulting in righteousneissBut thanks be to God that though
you were slaves of sin, you became obedient frerhehrt to that form of teaching to
which you were committed, 18 and having been fieed sin, you became slaves of
righteousness. (NASB95)

Romans 16:7 ... 7 Greet Andronicus and Junias,ingnen and my fellow prisoners,
who are outstanding among the apostles, who alse imeChrist before me. (NASB95)

Romans 16:25-27 ... 25 Now to Him who is able taldish you according to my gospel
and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according torédwelation of the mystery which has
been kept secret for long ages past, 26 but nomaisfested, and by the Scriptures of the
prophets, according to the commandment of the at€nd, has been made known to all
the nations, leading to obedience of faith; 27h® only wise God, through Jesus Christ,
be the glory forever. Amen. (NASB95)
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