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Introduction

Hebrews 6:13-20 ... 13 For when God made the pretasibraham, since He could
swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, 14hga“l will surely bless you and |
will surely multiply you.” 15 And so, having pattgnwaited, he obtained the promise. 16
For men swear by one greater than themselves, ahdiem an oath given as
confirmation is an end of every dispute. 17 Ingame way God, desiring even more to
show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeabteokHis purpose, interposed with an
oath, 18 so that by two unchangeable things in whics impossible for God to lie, we
who have taken refuge would have strong encouragetoéake hold of the hope set
before us. 19 This hope we have as an anchor afdblk a hope both sure and steadfast
and one which enters within the veil, 20 where déms entered as a forerunner for us,
having become a high priest forever according ®dhder of Melchizedek. (NASB95)

In Biblical usage, a promise is more than a meserdion; rather, it involves a solemn
declaration to do something, a pledge to performtudpromised, with an attendant obligation
to accomplish the thing that is offered.

The concept of divine promises is communicateduginathree related Greek words:

* Thomas defines the root vegpaggellomaas a compound @&pi[on, upon] andggelb
[to announce, report], meaning “to proclaim, torpige” [1861]. BDAG say it means
“(1) to declare to do something with implicationaifligation to carry out what is stated,
promise, offer; (a) of human promises and offds¥of God; (2) to claim to be well-
accomplished in something, profess, lay claim igg gneself out as an expert in
something.” This word occurs 15x in the NT (Mark#% Acts 7:5; Rom. 4:21; Gal.
3:19; 1 Tim. 2:10; 6:21; Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:13; 18:21:11; 12:26; James 1:12; 2:5; 2 Pet.
2:19; 1 John 2:25).

» Thomas defines the nowpaggeliaas derived fronepaggellomaito mean “a summons,
a promise” [1860]. BDAG say it signifies a “declaoa to do something with implication
of obligation to carry out what is stated, promisledge, offer; (a) of humans; (b) in our
lit. more generally of divine promises.” This wardcurs 52x in the NT (Luke 24:49;
Acts 1:4; 2:33, 39; 7:17; 13:23, 32; 23:21; 26:6nR 4:13, 14, 16, 20; 9:4, 8, 9; 15:8; 2
Cor. 1:20; 7:1; Gal. 3:14, 16, 17, 18, 21, 22,223, 28; Eph. 1:13; 2:12; 3:6; 6:2; 1
Tim. 4:8; 2 Tim. 1:1; Heb. 4:1; 6:12, 15, 17; 7856; 9:15; 10:36; 11:9, 13, 17, 33, 39; 2
Pet. 3:4, 9; 1 John 2:25).

* Thomas defines the no@paggelmas derived fronepaggellomgimeaning “a promise”
[1862]. This word, occurring 1x in the NT (2 Petl3), carries the same meaning as
above.



Promises to Abraham

God'’s threefold promise to Abraham — involving landtion and seed — is a key Biblical
concept (Gen. 12:1-7; Acts 7:2-5, 17-18; Rom. 4143,16, 20, 21; 9:9; Gal. 3:14, 16, 17, 18,
19, 21, 22, 29; 4:23, 28; Heb. 6:15, 17; 7:6; 113,17).

Genesis 12:1-7 ... 1 Now the Lord said to Abramg ‘f@rth from your country, And from
your relatives And from your father’s house, Toldre which | will show you; 2 And |
will make you a great nation, And | will bless ydud make your name great; And so
you shall be a blessing; 3 And | will bless tho$®Wwless you, And the one who curses
you | will curse. And in you all the families oétbarth will be blessed.” 4 So Abram
went forth as the Lord had spoken to him; and Leatwith him. Now Abram was
seventy-five years old when he departed from Hasakbbram took Sarai his wife and
Lot his nephew, and all their possessions whicl el accumulated, and the persons
which they had acquired in Haran, and they setfouthe land of Canaan; thus they
came to the land of Canaan. 6 Abram passed thrélughand as far as the site of
Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. Now the Canaanitethregsin the land. 7 The Lord
appeared to Abram and said, “To your descendamtgl Igive this land.” So he built an
altar there to the Lord who had appeared to himAg895)

Acts 7:2-5 ... 2 And he said, “Hear me, brethrenl &athers! The God of glory appeared
to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotanefre he lived in Haran, 3 and
said to him, ‘Leave your country and your relativasd come into the land that | will
show you.” 4 “Then he left the land of the Chaldeand settled in Haran. From there,
after his father died, God had him move to thismtouin which you are now living. 5
“But He gave him no inheritance in it, not everpatfof ground, and yet, even when he
had no child, He promised that He would give it to him as a possession, tartus
descendants after him. (NASB95)

Acts 7:17-18 ... 17 “But as the time of th@omise was approaching which God had
assured to Abraham, the people increased and niatli;m Egypt, 18 until there arose
another king over Egypt who knew nothing about gos@NASB95)

Romans 4:13 ... 13 For theromise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be
heir of the world was not through the Law, but thgb the righteousness of faith.
(NASB95)

Romans 4:14 ... 14 For if those who are of the bhasvheirs, faith is made void and the
*promise is nullified; (NASB95)

Romans 4:16 ... 16 For this reason it is by faithgrder that it may be in accordance
with grace, so that th&promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, noy ¢ol
those who are of the Law, but also to those whaétke faith of Abraham, who is the
father of us all, (NASB95)

Romans 4:20 ... 20 yet, with respect to*themise of God, he did not waver in unbelief
but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God, (NB&5)



Romans 4:21 ... 21 and being fully assured thattv@ad had*promised, He was able
also to perform. (NASB95)

Romans 9:9 ... 9 For this is the word*@Fomise: “At this time | will come, and Sarah
shall have a son.” (NASB95)

Galatians 3:14 ... 14 in order that in Christ Jedhe blessing of Abraham might come to
the Gentiles, so that we would receive*peomise of the Spirit through faith. (NASB95)

Galatians 3:16 ... 16 Now thgromises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He
does not say, “And to seeds,” as referring to mdny, rather to one, “And to your
seed,” that is, Christ. (NASB95)

Galatians 3:17 ... 17 What | am saying is this: tasv, which came four hundred and
thirty years later, does not invalidate a covengaraviously ratified by God, so as to
nullify the* promise. (NASB95)

Galatians 3:18 ... 18 For if the inheritance is bdon law, it is no longer based on a
*promise; but God has granted it to Abraham by means firamise. (NASB95)

Galatians 3:19 ... 19 Why the Law then? It was adolecause of transgressions, having
been ordained through angels by the agency of aatwduntil the seed would come to
whom thef promise had been made. (NASB95)

Galatians 3:21 ... 21 Is the Law then contraryhietpromises of God? May it never be!
For if a law had been given which was able to inti&e, then righteousness would
indeed have been based on law. (NASB95)

Galatians 3:22 ... 22 But the Scripture has shueugryone under sin, so that the
*promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to thoke elieve. (NASB95)

Galatians 3:29 ... 29 And if you belong to Chriken you are Abraham’s descendants,
heirs according tdpromise. (NASB95)

Galatians 4:23 ... 23 But the son by the bondwomas born according to the flesh, and
the son by the free woman through tpeomise. (NASB95)

Galatians 4:28 ... 28 And you brethren, like Isaa® children of promise. (NASB95)

Hebrews 6:15 ... 15 And so, having patiently waitexlobtained th&promise.
(NASB95)

Hebrews 6:17 ... 17 In the same way God, desirugnenore to show to the heirs of the
*promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interpostidami oath, (NASB95)

Hebrews 7:6 ... 6 But the one whose genealogytisaced from them collected a tenth
from Abraham and blessed the one who had pnemises. (NASB95)



Hebrews 11:9 ... 9 By faith he lived as an aliethia land of promise, as in a foreign
land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellbeirs of the sanigpromise;
(NASB95)

Hebrews 11:13 ... 13 All these died in faith, witheeceiving thé promises, but having
seen them and having welcomed them from a distandehaving confessed that they
were strangers and exiles on the earth. (NASB95)

Hebrews 11:17 ... 17 By faith Abraham, when hetested, offered up Isaac, and he
who had received thgpromises was offering up his only begotten son; (NASB95)

Promises to David

God promised to raise up One of David’'s descengdarits would sit upon His throne and
establish His kingdom (2 Sam. 7:12-16; 1 Chron11+7t4; Ps. 89:4; 132:11-12; Acts 13:22-23).

2 Samuel 7:12-16 ... 12 “When your days are core@ed you lie down with your
fathers, | will raise up your descendant after yatno will come forth from you, and |
will establish his kingdom. 13 “He shall build aus®e for My name, and | will establish
the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 “I will bdather to him and he will be a son to
Me; when he commits iniquity, | will correct himtlvthe rod of men and the strokes of
the sons of men, 15 but My lovingkindness shaltlapart from him, as | took it away
from Saul, whom | removed from before you. 16 “Ylmause and your kingdom shall
endure before Me forever; your throne shall be lelsthed forever.” ' ” (NASB95)

1 Chronicles 17:11-14 ... 11 “When your days anélfed that you must go to be with
your fathers, that | will set up one of your destamts after you, who will be of your
sons; and | will establish his kingdom. 12 “He dhalild for Me a house, and | will
establish his throne forever. 13 “I will be hislfier and he shall be My son; and | will
not take My lovingkindness away from him, as | ioédom him who was before you. 14
“But | will settle him in My house and in My kingddorever, and his throne shall be
established forever.”’” (NASB95)

Psalm 89:4 ... 4 | will establish your seed foread build up your throne to all
generations.”Selah. (NASB95)

Psalm 132:11-12 ... 11 The Lord has sworn to Dadviduth from which He will not turn
back: “Of the fruit of your body | will set upon yothrone. 12 “If your sons will keep
My covenant And My testimony which | will teachnth&heir sons also shall sit upon
your throne forever.” (NASB95)

Acts 13:22-23 ... 22 “After He had removed him,reised up David to be their king,
concerning whom He also testified and said, ‘I hbowvend David the son of Jesse, a man
after My heart, who will do all My will.” 23 “Fronthe descendants of this man,
according to* promise, God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, (NA3B9



Promises to Israel

God made many promises unto Israel, both Messamddemporal in nature (Acts 13:32-33;
26:6-7; Rom. 9:3-9; 15:7-9; Heb. 11:32-34, 39-40).

Acts 13:32-33 ... 32 “And we preach to you the goeds of thé&promise made to the
fathers, 33 that God has fulfilled thipromise to our children in that He raised up Jesus,
as it is also written in the second Psalm, “You lslseSon; today i have begotten You.’
(NASB95)

Acts 26:6-7 ... 6 “And now | am standing trial fine hope of th&promise made by God
to our fathers; 7 thé&promise to which our twelve tribes hope to attain, as teaynestly
serve God night and day. And for this hope, O Kiragn being accused by Jews.
(NASB95)

Romans 9:3-9 ... 3 For | could wish that | mysedfevaccursed, separated from Christ
for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen accordirthe flesh, 4 who are Israelites, to
whom belongs the adoption as sons, and the glatlae covenants and the giving of the
Law and the temple service and tipeomises, 5 whose are the fathers, and from whom
is the Christ according to the flesh, who is ovir@od blessed forever. Amen. 6 But it is
not as though the word of God has failed. For theynot all Israel who are descended
from Israel; 7 nor are they all children becauseyrare Abraham’s descendants, but:
“through Isaac your descendants will be named.”r&Tis, it is not the children of the
flesh who are children of God, but the childrenhe™* promise are regarded as
descendants. 9 For this is the wordpfomise: “At this time | will come, and Sarah

shall have a son.” (NASB95)

Romans 15:7-9 ... 7 Therefore, accept one anojhstras Christ also accepted us to the
glory of God. 8 For | say that Christ has becomseavant to the circumcision on behalf
of the truth of God to confirm thgromises given to the fathers, 9 and for the Gentiles to
glorify God for His mercy; as it is written, “Thefi@e | will give praise to You among the
Gentiles, And | will sing to Your name.” (NASB95)

Hebrews 11:32-34 ... 32 And what more shall | dagftime will fail me if | tell of
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Skeamdethe prophets, 33 who by
faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of right@ess, obtainetpromises, shut the
mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fireajesd the edge of the sword, from
weakness were made strong, became mighty in wafomign armies to flight.
(NASB95)

Hebrews 11:39-40 ... 39 And all these, having gaimgproval through their faith, did
not receive what wagpromised, 40 because God had provided something bettardpr
so that apart from us they would not be made per{BASB9I5)



Promises to Apostles

Commanding them to remain in Jerusalem until theyevelothed with power from on high,
Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit upon thetégm(Luke 24:45-49; Acts 1:4-8; 2:32-36).

Luke 24:45-49 ... 45 Then He opened their mindstterstand the Scriptures, 46 and He
said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Chngbuld suffer and rise again from the
dead the third day, 47 and that repentance forifegess of sins would be proclaimed in
His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerasal 48 “You are witnesses of these
things. 49 “And behold, | am sending forth tfomise of My Father upon you; but you
are to stay in the city until you are clothed wpibwer from on high.” (NASB95)

Acts 1:4-8 ... 4 Gathering them together, He condedrthem not to leave Jerusalem,
but to wait for what the Father hagromised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from

Me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you willllegotized with the Holy Spirit not
many days from now.” 6 So when they had come tegdtiey were asking Him, saying,
“Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the fithom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It

is not for you to know times or epochs which thth&ahas fixed by His own authority; 8
but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit ltasne upon you; and you shall be My
witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea ard&®ia, and even to the remotest part
of the earth.” (NASB95)

Acts 2:32-36 ... 32 “This Jesus God raised up agairwhich we are all withesses. 33
“Therefore having been exalted to the right han@of, and having received from the
Father the* promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this whichu both see and
hear. 34 “For it was not David who ascended int@aben, but he himself says: ‘The Lord
said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, 35 Untimake Your enemies a footstool for Your
feet.” ' 36 “Therefore let all the house of Isrdatow for certain that God has made Him
both Lord and Christ—this Jesus whom you crucifi@ddASB95)

Promises to Christians

God has made various promises to His people dtinmgresent era: physical life (Eph. 6:2),
spiritual life (Acts 2:38-41; 2 Tim. 1:1), eterddé (1 John 2:25), eternal inheritance (Heb. 9:15;
James 1:12; 2:5), eternal rest (Heb. 4:1), betiags (Heb. 8:6), and last things (Heb. 12:25-29;
2 Pet. 3:3-4; 3:9-13).

Ephesians 6:1-3 ... 1 Children, obey your parentthe Lord, for this is right. 2 Honor
your father and mother (which is the first commaadhwith a*promise), 3 so that it
may be well with you, and that you may live longrenearth. (NASB95)

Acts 2:38-41 ... 38 Peter said to them, “Repentl @each of you be baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your simg] gou will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. 39 “For the* promise is for you and your children and for all who ase bff, as
many as the Lord our God will call to Himself.” #4hd with many other words he



solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them,rggyBe saved from this perverse
generation!” 41 So then, those who had receivediusd were baptized; and that day
there were added about three thousand souls. (NBSB9

2 Timothy 1:1 ... 1 Paul, an apostle of Christ by the will of God, according to the
*promise of life in Christ Jesus, (NASB95)

1 John 2:25 ... 25 This is th@romise which He Himself made to us: eternal life.
(NASB95)

Hebrews 9:15 ... 15 For this reason He is the miediaf a new covenant, so that, since a
death has taken place for the redemption of thesgaessions that were committed under
the first covenant, those who have been calledmeasive the promise of the eternal
inheritance. (NASB95)

James 1:12 ... 12 Blessed is a man who persevarEs trial; for once he has been
approved, he will receive the crown of life whiblke tord has promised to those who
love Him. (NASB95)

James 2:5 ... 5 Listen, my beloved brethren: didG@md choose the poor of this world to
be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which Hxeomised to those who love Him?
(NASB95)

Hebrews 4:1 ... 1 Therefore, let us fear if, wilaifgpromise remains of entering His rest,
any one of you may seem to have come short bIASB95)

Hebrews 8:6 ... 6 But now He has obtained a mocelent ministry, by as much as He
is also the mediator of a better covenant, which Ib@een enacted on bettgromises.
(NASB95)

Hebrews 12:25-29 ... 25 See to it that you do aefitge Him who is speaking. For if those
did not escape when they refused him who warned treearth, much less will we
escape who turn away from Him who warns from hea2@mi\nd His voice shook the
earth then, but now He h&promised, saying, “Yet once more | will shake not only the
earth, but also the heaven.” 27 This expressioret“dhce more,” denotes the removing
of those things which can be shaken, as of crehiads, so that those things which
cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, sinaeegve a kingdom which cannot be



shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may twff&od an acceptable service with
reverence and awe; 29 for our God is a consumireg (NASB95)

2 Peter 3:3-4 ... 3 Know this first of all, thattime last days mockers will come with their
mocking, following after their own lusts, 4 andisgy “Where is the promise of His
coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleepcalitinues just as it was from the
beginning of creation.” (NASB95)

2 Peter 3:9-13 ... 9 The Lord is not slow about Hisomise, as some count slowness,
but is patient toward you, not wishing for any &yiph but for all to come to repentance.
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thiefwhich the heavens will pass away
with a roar and the elements will be destroyed witense heat, and the earth and its
works will be burned up. 11 Since all these thiagsto be destroyed in this way, what
sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct godliness, 12 looking for and
hastening the coming of the day of God, becauséwh the heavens will be destroyed
by burning, and the elements will melt with intehsat! 13 But according to His
*promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earttvhich righteousness
dwells. (NASB95)

Conclusion

Sinful men share not in the promises of God (Ephl-23). They make promises that appeal to
fleshly desire (Mark 14:10-11). They make promitbesy cannot deliver (2 Pet. 2:18-19).

Ephesians 2:11-13 ... 11 Therefore remember thratédy you, the Gentiles in the flesh,
who are called “Uncircumcision” by the so-called fi€@umcision,” which is performed
in the flesh by human hands— 12 remember that goe at that time separate from
Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israet] strangers to the covenants of
*promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 18 Bow in Christ Jesus you
who formerly were far off have been brought neathigyblood of Christ. (NASB95)

Mark 14:10-11 ... 10 Then Judas Iscariot, who was of the twelve, went off to the chief
priests in order to betray Him to them. 11 Theyewglad when they heard this, and
*promised to give him money. And he began seeking how taybeim at an opportune
time. (NASB95)

Mark 14:11 ... 11 They were glad when they heais] #ind* promised to give him
money. And he began seeking how to betray Him apportune time. (NASB95)

2 Peter 2:18-19 ... 18 For speaking out arrogantdgoof vanity they entice by fleshly
desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape fihe ones who live in error, 19
*promising them freedom while they themselves are slavesrafation; for by what a
man is overcome, by this he is enslaved. (NASB95)

Divine promises encompass the entire Godhead, loeimgected not only with the Father, but
also with the Son (Eph. 3:6) and the Spirit (Epf3). They are entirely reliable, being rooted in



the character of God (2 Cor. 1:20; Titus 1:2; HEb3; 10:23; 11:11). They require cleansing (2
Cor. 7:1), godliness (1 Tim. 4:8), and endurancel(H6:12; 10:36).

Ephesians 3:6 ... 6 to be specific, that the Gestre fellow heirs and fellow members of
the body, and fellow partakers of thgromise in Christ Jesus through the gospel,
(NASB95)

Ephesians 1:13 ... 13 In Him, you also, after hatg to the message of truth, the gospel
of your salvation—having also believed, you wesdeskin Him with the Holy Spirit of
*promise, (NASB95)

2 Corinthians 1:20 ... 20 For as many as are*tpeomises of God, in Him they are yes;
therefore also through Him is our Amen to the glofysod through us. (NASB95)

Titus 1:2 ... 2 in the hope of eternal life, whighd, who cannot liepromised long ages
ago, (NASB95)

Hebrews 6:13 ... 13 For when God made*heomise to Abraham, since He could swear
by no one greater, He swore by Himself, (NASB95)

Hebrews 10:23 ... 23 Let us hold fast the confassf@ur hope without wavering, for He
who*promised is faithful; (NASB95)

Hebrews 11:11 ... 11 By faith even Sarah hersekixed ability to conceive, even
beyond the proper time of life, since she consuiéfien faithful who had promised.
(NASB95)

2 Corinthians 7:1 ... 1 Therefore, having th&peomises, beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all defilement of flesh and sppétfecting holiness in the fear of God.
(NASB95)

1 Timothy 4:8 ... 8 for bodily discipline is onlflittle profit, but godliness is profitable
for all things, since it holdspromise for the present life and also for the life to come
(NASB95)

Hebrews 6:12 ... 12 so that you will not be slulggisut imitators of those who through
faith and patience inherit thigoromises. (NASB95)

Hebrews 10:36 ... 36 For you have need of enduraswéhat when you have done the
will of God, you may receive what wgzomised. (NASB95)



