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Introduction

In this lesson, the elders of the Adoue Street mgegion set forth guidelines for those men who
desire to preach and teach the Word of God. Theciptes here discussed also apply to those
women who teach Bible classes for children.

God has rules that govern individual conduct, fgmelationships, our duty to civil authority,
and also the spiritual bond we share with one ardtirough Christ Jesus. Elders are
commanded to watch and oversee the local congoggatiwhich they are members (Acts
20:28-32; Heb. 13:17; 1 Pet. 5:1-5).

Acts 20:28-32 ... 28 “Be on guard for yourselves &or all the flock, among which the
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherdhhech of God which He purchased
with His own blood. 29 “l know that after my depag savage wolves will come in
among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from amgmg own selves men will arise,
speaking perverse things, to draw away the dissipfeer them. 31 “Therefore be on the
alert, remembering that night and day for a peradhree years | did not cease to
admonish each one with tears. 32 “And now | commendto God and to the word of
His grace, which is able to build you up and toegyou the inheritance among all those
who are sanctified. (NASB95)

Hebrews 13:17 ... 17 Obey your leaders and sulmrthém, for they keep watch over
your souls as those who will give an account. hetrt do this with joy and not with grief,
for this would be unprofitable for you. (NASB95)

1 Peter 5:1-5 ... 1 Therefore, | exhort the eld@msong you, as your fellow elder and
witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partadso of the glory that is to be revealed,
2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercisuggsight not under compulsion, but
voluntarily, according to the will of God; and nfarr sordid gain, but with eagerness; 3
nor yet as lording it over those allotted to yotmacge, but proving to be examples to the
flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, yibvaeeive the unfading crown of
glory. 5 You younger men, likewise, be subjecbto glders; and all of you, clothe
yourselves with humility toward one another, fordd® opposed to the proud, but gives
grace to the humble. (NASB95)

As newspapers and magazines follow certain guidglin language and style, as diplomats
observe rules of etiquette and protocol, as buseskave standardized practices, so also Holy
Scripture contains guidelines for preaching.



If we regularly or occasionally stand in the pulpitpreach and teach the Word of God, let us
remember that there are Scriptural rules that estbeyed, and Biblical principles that must be
followed.

The expressiori;Thus saith the Lord...’occurs 416x in the KJV in 414 Bible verses. Its
equivalent, Thus says the Lord...bccurs 420x in the NASB in 418 Bible verses.

From the earliest occurrence of this phrase, wenapeessed with the majesty of the Word of
God, and the solemn responsibility that falls ugfmse who would proclaim it (Exod. 4:21-23,;
5:1-2; 7:17-19; 8:1-4, 20-21; 9:1-3, 13-17; 10:3t4;4-8).

Exodus 4:21-23 ... 21 The Lord said to Moses, “W§ymngo back to Egypt see that you
perform before Pharaoh all the wonders which | hpuein your power; but I will

harden his heart so that he will not let the peapbe 22 “Then you shall say to Pharaoh,
‘Thus says the Lord‘Israel is My son, My firstborn. 23 “So | said §mou, ‘Let My son

go that he may serve Me’; but you have refusedtthim go. Behold, I will kill your son,

your firstborn.”’ ” (NASB95)

Exodus 5:1-2 ... 1 And afterward Moses and Aaraneand said to PharaohThus
says the Lordthe God of Israel, ‘Let My people go that theyroalebrate a feast to Me
in the wilderness.’ ” 2 But Pharaoh said, “Who IsetLord that | should obey His voice
to let Israel go? | do not know the Lord, and besid will not let Israel go.” (NASB95)

Exodus 7:17-19 ... 17Thus says the Lord‘By this you shall know that | am the Lord:
behold, I will strike the water that is in the Nilgth the staff that is in my hand, and it
will be turned to blood. 18 “The fish that are imetNile will die, and the Nile will
become foul, and the Egyptians will find difficultydrinking water from the Nile.” " ”

19 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, 8g&ur staff and stretch out your
hand over the waters of Egypt, over their riverggraheir streams, and over their pools,
and over all their reservoirs of water, that thegynbecome blood; and there will be
blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both ins&ls of wood and in vessels of stone.’”
(NASB95)

Exodus 8:1-4 ... 1 Then the Lord said to Moses, t&Bharaoh and say to himiThus
says the Lord“Let My people go, that they may serve Me. 2 “Bybu refuse to let
them go, behold, | will smite your whole territavith frogs. 3 “The Nile will swarm with
frogs, which will come up and go into your housd amo your bedroom and on your
bed, and into the houses of your servants and anpy®ople, and into your ovens and
into your kneading bowls. 4 “So the frogs will coopeon you and your people and all
your servants.”’ ” (NASB95)

Exodus 8:20-21 ... 20 Now the Lord said to Mos&3sé early in the morning and
present yourself before Pharaoh, as he comes dhetwater, and say to himlhus
says the Lord“Let My people go, that they may serve Me. 21r‘Fgou do not let My
people go, behold, I will send swarms of flies on §nd on your servants and on your
people and into your houses; and the houses dEgyptians will be full of swarms of
flies, and also the ground on which they dwell. §8A5)



Exodus 9:1-3 ... 1 Then the Lord said to Moses, t&Bharaoh and speak to hinT,Hus
says the Lordthe God of the Hebrews, “Let My people go, thattmay serve Me. 2
“For if you refuse to let them go and continue tcthem, 3 behold, the hand of the
Lord will come with a very severe pestilence orryiwestock which are in the field, on
the horses, on the donkeys, on the camels, oretids,land on the flocks. (NASB95)

Exodus 9:13-17 ... 13 Then the Lord said to Mo%®ise up early in the morning and
stand before Pharaoh and say to hifhts says the Lordthe God of the Hebrews, “Let
My people go, that they may serve Me. 14 “For timee | will send all My plagues on

you and your servants and your people, so thatngay know that there is no one like Me
in all the earth. 15 “For if by now | had put fortily hand and struck you and your
people with pestilence, you would then have beenftrom the earth. 16 “But, indeed,
for this reason | have allowed you to remain, iderto show you My power and in
order to proclaim My name through all the earth.“Slill you exalt yourself against My
people by not letting them go. (NASB95)

Exodus 10:3-6 ... 3 Moses and Aaron went to Phaewhsaid to him, Thus says the
Lord, the God of the Hebrews, ‘How long will you reftsdumble yourself before Me?
Let My people go, that they may serve Me. 4 ‘Fgoif refuse to let My people go,
behold, tomorrow | will bring locusts into your teéory. 5 ‘They shall cover the surface
of the land, so that no one will be able to seddhd. They will also eat the rest of what
has escaped—what is left to you from the hail—aeg will eat every tree which sprouts
for you out of the field. 6 ‘Then your houses shalfilled and the houses of all your
servants and the houses of all the Egyptians, songewhich neither your fathers nor
your grandfathers have seen, from the day that tia@ye upon the earth until this day.’”
And he turned and went out from Pharaoh. (NASB95)

Exodus 11:4-8 ... 4 Moses said;Hus says the LordAbout midnight | am going out

into the midst of Egypt, 5 and all the firstborrtie land of Egypt shall die, from the
firstborn of the Pharaoh who sits on his thronegreto the firstborn of the slave girl who
is behind the millstones; all the firstborn of ttedtle as well. 6 ‘Moreover, there shall be
a great cry in all the land of Egypt, such as theas not been before and such as shall
never be again. 7 ‘But against any of the sonsadl a dog will not even bark, whether
against man or beast, that you may understand hew.ord makes a distinction between
Egypt and Israel.” 8 “All these your servants vaime down to me and bow themselves
before me, saying, ‘Go out, you and all the peeyie follow you,” and after that | will

go out.” And he went out from Pharaoh in hot and&/ASB95)

Rules Out Error

“Thus saith the Lord...” rules out error (Gal. 1:6197im. 1:3-7; 6:3-5; 2 Pet. 2:1-3).

Galatians 1:6-9 ... 6 | am amazed that you are @icldy deserting Him who called you
by the grace of Christ, for different gospel 7 which is really not another; only there
are some who are disturbing you and want to didteetgospel of Christ. 8 But even if
we, or an angel from heaven, should preach toaygospel contrary to what we have
preached to youhe is to be accursed! 9 As we have said beforesay again now, if
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any man is preaching to ya@ugospel contrary to what you receivdtk is to be
accursed! (NASB95)

1 Timothy 1:3-7 ... 3 As | urged you upon my deparfor Macedonia, remain on at
Ephesus so that you may instruct certain men ntgaohstrange doctrines4 nor to pay
attention to myths and endless genealogies, whighrgse to mere speculation rather
than furthering the administration of God whichoigfaith. 5 But the goal of our
instruction is love from a pure heart and a goodswence and a sincere faith. 6 For
some men, straying from these things, have turset dofruitless discussion7

wanting to be teachers of the Law, even thoughdoeayot understand either what they
are saying or the matters about which they makdident assertions. (NASB95)

1 Timothy 6:3-5 ... 3 If anyone advocatedifferent doctrineand does not agree with
sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, arid thie doctrine conforming to
godliness, 4 he is conceited and understands ngthiat he has a morbid interest in
controversial questions and disputes about wordspbwhich arise envy, strife, abusive
language, evil suspicions, 5 and constant frictietween men of depraved mind and
deprived of the truth, who suppose that godlinegsmeans of gain. (NASB95)

2 Peter 2:1-3 ... 1 But false prophets also aros®iag the people, just as there will also
be false teachers among you, who will secretlyoohiicedestructive heresiegven
denying the Master who bought them, bringing ssefitruction upon themselves. 2
Many will follow their sensuality, and becausela#rh the way of the truth will be
maligned; 3 and in their greed they will exploituywith false words; their judgment from
long ago is not idle, and their destruction is asteep. (NASB95)

Requires Truth

“Thus saith the Lord...” requires truth (Jer. 23:25-3 Thess. 2:1-8; 1 Tim. 4:6-16; 2 Tim. 4:1-

5).

Jeremiah 23:25-32 ... 25 “| have heard what thegdrets have said who prophesy falsely
in My name, saying, ‘l had a dream, | had a dreag@“How long? Is there anything in
the hearts of the prophets who prophesy falseheagh these prophets of the deception
of their own heart, 27 who intend to make My pedpiget My name by their dreams
which they relate to one another, just as theinéas forgot My name because of Baal?
28 “The prophet who has a dream may relate his dreaut let him who has My word
speak My word in truth. What does straw have in aoion with grain?” declares the
Lord. 29 “Is not My word like fire?” declares the &rd, “and like a hammer which
shatters a rockB30 “Therefore behold, | am against the prophetsgtthres the Lord,
“who steal My words from each other. 31 “Beholdrh against the prophets,” declares
the Lord, “who use their tongues and declare, ‘Toed declares.” 32 “Behold, | am
against those who have prophesied false dreamsfades the Lord, “and related them
and led My people astray by their falsehoods an#tless boasting; yet | did not send
them or command them, nor do they furnish this lgeibye slightest benefit,” declares
the Lord. (NASB95)



1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 ... 1 For you yourselves kwethren, that our coming to you
was not in vain, 2 but after we had already suffesiad been mistreated in Philippi, as
you knowwe had the boldness in our God to speak to youghspel of Gocamid much
opposition. 3 For our exhortation does not comerfrerror or impurity or by way of
deceit;4 but just as we have been approved by God to beisted with the gospel, so
we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who exammasearts.5 For we never came
with flattering speech, as you know, nor with atpxéfor greed—God is withess— 6 nor
did we seek glory from men, either from you or fathers, even though as apostles of
Christ we might have asserted our authority. 7 \Beatproved to be gentle among you, as
a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own chifdrg@ Having so fond an affection for
you, we were well-pleased to impart to you not ¢dimdygospel of God but also our own
lives, because you had become very dear to us.EB#&S

1 Timothy 4:6-16 .6 In pointing out these things to the brethren, yauill be a good
servant of Christ Jesus, constantly nourished oretivords of the faith and of the
sound doctrine which you have been following But have nothing to do with worldly
fables fit only for old women. On the other handcipline yourself for the purpose of
godliness; 8 for bodily discipline is only of létprofit, but godliness is profitable for all
things, since it holds promise for the presentdifel also for the life to come. 9 Itis a
trustworthy statement deserving full acceptanceFdgQit is for this we labor and strive,
because we have fixed our hope on the living Gbd, i&/the Savior of all men,
especially of believers. 11 Prescribe and teackettfings. 12 Let no one look down on
your youthfulness, but rather in speech, condwoeg | faith and purity, show yourself an
example of those who believe. 13 Until | come, gttention to the public reading of
Scripture, to exhortation and teaching. 14 Do neglect the spiritual gift within you,
which was bestowed on you through prophetic uttezamith the laying on of hands by
the presbytery. 15 Take pains with these thingsilds®rbed in them, so that your
progress will be evident to all6 Pay close attention to yourself and to your tkeny;
persevere in these things, for as you do this yall @sure salvation both for yourself
and for those who hear yoyNASB95)

2 Timothy 4:1-5 ... 1 | solemnly charge you inphesence of God and of Christ Jesus,
who is to judge the living and the dead, and byatipearing and His kingdon: preach
the word; be ready in season and out of seasonyoep, rebuke, exhort, with great
patience and instruction3 For the time will come when they will not endsoeind
doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickleagey will accumulate for themselves
teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4ailidurn away their ears from the
truth and will turn aside to myths. 5 But you, béear in all things, endure hardship, do
the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministriNASB95)

Restricts Opinion

“Thus saith the Lord...” restricts opinion (Mark 718; 1 Cor. 2:1-5; 2 Cor. 4:1-6; 1 Pet. 4:11).

Mark 7:1-13 ... 1 The Pharisees and some of thibasigathered around Him when they
had come from Jerusalem, 2 and had seen that sbhiis disciples were eating their
bread with impure hands, that is, unwashed. 3 tRerPharisees and all the Jews do not
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eat unless they carefully wash their hands, thiseohng the traditions of the elders; 4
and when they come from the market place, theytleat unless they cleanse
themselves; and there are many other things wiiel have received in order to
observe, such as the washing of cups and pitchretapper pots.) 5 The Pharisees and
the scribes asked Him, “Why do Your disciples rakwaccording to the tradition of the
elders, but eat their bread with impure hands?”dAHe said to them, “Rightly did
Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is writtdimis people honors Me with their lips,
But their heart is far away from Me. 7 ‘But in vaio they worship Me, Teaching as
doctrines the precepts of men.’ 8 “Neglecting tbenmandment of God, you hold to the
tradition of men.” 9 He was also saying to themotivare experts at setting aside the
commandment of God in order to keep your traditidh:For Moses said, ‘Honor your
father and your mother’; and, ‘He who speaks ef/ffiather or mother, is to be put to
death’; 11 but you say, ‘If a man says to his fathrehis mother, whatever | have that
would help you is Corban (that is to say, givestad),” 12 you no longer permit him to
do anything for his father or his mother; 13 thosadlidating the word of God by your
tradition which you have handed down; and you dayrtaings such as that.” (NASB95)

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 ... 1 And when | came to yaethren,| did not come with
superiority of speech or of wisdorproclaiming to you the testimony of God. 2 For |
determined to know nothing among you except JektstCand Him crucified. 3 | was
with you in weakness and in fear and in much tremgb#f and my message and my
preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdomt im demonstration of the Spirit
and of power5 so that your faith would not rest on the wisddrmen, but on the power
of God. (NASB95)

2 Corinthians 4:1-6 ... 1 Therefore, since we htie ministry, as we received mercy, we
do not lose heart, 2 but we have renounced thgshinidden because of shame, not
walking in craftiness or adulterating the word ob& but by the manifestation of truth
commending ourselves to every man’s consciendeinight of God. 3 And even if our
gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who ardgbeng, 4 in whose case the god of this
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievingrsd they might not see the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the imag&ofl.5 For we do not preach ourselves
but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your th@ervants for Jesus’ saké. For
God, who said, “Light shall shine out of darknesis,'the One who has shone in our
hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of tloeygbf God in the face of Christ.
(NASB95)

1 Peter 4:11 ..11 Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is spgdke utterances of
God;whoever serves is to do so as one who is servinlgebstrength which God
supplies; so that in all things God may be glodfibrough Jesus Christ, to whom
belongs the glory and dominion forever and evereAnNASB95)

Let us, therefore, not emphasize “| think...” (Ge@:813; 2 Sam. 7:1-7; Acts 26:9-11) but
rather “God says...” (1 Kings 22:13-23; Isa. 28:14-1&. 7:1-7).

Genesis 20:8-13 ... 8 So Abimelech arose earlgemtorning and called all his servants
and told all these things in their hearing; and then were greatly frightened. 9 Then
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Abimelech called Abraham and said to him, “Whatégwgu done to us? And how have |
sinned against you, that you have brought on mecanohy kingdom a great sin? You
have done to me things that ought not to be dob@ And Abimelech said to Abraham,
“What have you encountered, that you have donethimg?” 11 Abraham said,

“Because | thought, surely there is no fear of Gadthis place, and they will kill me
because of my wifel2 “Besides, she actually is my sister, the daugbteny father, but
not the daughter of my mother, and she became fay 1@ and it came about, when God
caused me to wander from my father’s house, teaid to her, ‘This is the kindness
which you will show to me: everywhere we go, sap@f‘He is my brother.” " ”
(NASB95)

2 Samuel 7:1-7 ... 1 Now it came about when thg lkied in his house, and the Lord
had given him rest on every side from all his eespf that the king said to Nathan the
prophet, “See now, | dwell in a house of cedar, thetark of God dwells within tent
curtains.” 3 Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is iroyr mind, for the Lord is
with you.” 4 But in the same night the word of tHeord came to Nathan, saying, 5 “Go
and say to My servant David, ‘Thus says the Lordré you the one who should build
Me a house to dwell in® “For | have not dwelt in a house since the ddoydught up

the sons of Israel from Egypt, even to this day;llinave been moving about in a tent,
even in a tabernacle. 7 “Wherever | have gone \witlthe sons of Israel, did | speak a
word with one of the tribes of Israel, which | coamded to shepherd My people Israel,
saying, ‘Why have you not built Me a house of cedar(NASB95)

Acts 26:9-11 ..9 “So then, | thought to myself that | had to do mg things hostile to
the name of Jesus of NazarethO “And this is just what | did in Jerusalem; raotly did

I lock up many of the saints in prisons, havingereed authority from the chief priests,
but also when they were being put to death | cgstate against them. 11 “And as |
punished them often in all the synagogues, | tigeibrce them to blaspheme; and being
furiously enraged at them, | kept pursuing themrmewedoreign cities. (NASB95)

1 Kings 22:13-23 ... 13 Then the messenger who wesutmmon Micaiah spoke to him
saying, “Behold now, the words of the prophetswamdormly favorable to the king.
Please let your word be like the word of one ofrthand speak favorably.” 14 But
Micaiah said, “As the Lord lives, what the Lord sag me, that | shall speak.” 15 When
he came to the king, the king said to him, “Micaiahall we go to Ramoth-gilead to
battle, or shall we refrain?” And he answered hitf@p up and succeed, and the Lord
will give it into the hand of the king.” 16 Theretking said to him, “How many times
must | adjure you to speak to me nothing but th#éhtin the name of the Lord?” 17 So he
said, “I saw all Israel Scattered on the mountaib&e sheep which have no shepherd.
And the Lord said, ‘These have no master. Let e&them return to his house in peace.’
” 18 Then the king of Israel said to Jehoshaph&@id | not tell you that he would not
prophesy good concerning me, but evil?” 19 Micasald, “Therefore, hear the word of
the Lord. | saw the Lord sitting on His throne, aibithe host of heaven standing by Him
on His right and on His left. 20 “The Lord said, A will entice Ahab to go up and fall
at Ramoth-gilead?’ And one said this while anotbed that. 21 “Then a spirit came
forward and stood before the Lord and said, ‘I weititice him.” 22 “The Lord said to

him, ‘How?’ And he said, ‘I will go out and be acggving spirit in the mouth of all his
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prophets.”’ Then He said, ‘You are to entice him alsd prevail. Go and do so.’ 23
“Now therefore, behold, the Lord has put a decegwpirit in the mouth of all these your
prophets; and the Lord has proclaimed disaster agayou.” (NASB95)

Isaiah 28:14-18 ... 14 Therefore, hear the wordhef Lord, O scoffers, Who rule this
people who are in Jerusalem, 15 Because you hage“¥de have made a covenant with
death, And with Sheol we have made a pact. Thevbreéming scourge will not reach us
when it passes by, For we have made falsehoodeduge and we have concealed
ourselves with deception.” 16 Therefore thus sagsliord God, “Behold, | am laying in
Zion a stone, a tested stone, A costly cornerstontne foundation, firmly placed. He
who believes in it will not be disturbed. 17 “I ixmhake justice the measuring line And
righteousness the level; Then hail will sweep athayrefuge of lies And the waters will
overflow the secret place. 18 “Your covenant wigatth will be canceled, And your pact
with Sheol will not stand; When the overwhelmingusge passes through, Then you
become its trampling place. (NASB95)

Jeremiah 7:1-7 ... 1 The word that came to Jererfriaim the Lord, saying, 2 “Stand in
the gate of the Lord’s house and proclaim there Whord and say, ‘Hear the word of the
Lord, all you of Judah, who enter by these gatesdoship the Lord!" ” 3 Thus says the
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, “Amend your wagsd your deeds, and | will let you
dwell in this place. 4 “Do not trust in deceptivens, saying, ‘This is the temple of the
Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of thedLds “For if you truly amend your

ways and your deeds, if you truly practice jusbeéween a man and his neighbor, 6 if
you do not oppress the alien, the orphan, or thedowi and do not shed innocent blood in
this place, nor walk after other gods to your owimt 7 then | will let you dwell in this
place, in the land that | gave to your fathers faeand ever. (NASB95)

We must not bind one method when various approaateeset forth in Scripture. Proper posture
in prayer includes bowing, falling prostrate, kreg] standing, etc. In like manner the oversight
and education of children is entrusted to parddé&uf. 6:6-7; Eph. 6:4), and may also be
delegated to schoolmasters/tutors, guardians aveligors, managers and stewards (Gal. 3:22-
25; 4:1-7).

Deuteronomy 6:6-7 ... 6 “These words, which | ammowanding you today, shall be on
your heart. 7 “You shall teach them diligently tmuy sons and shall talk of them when
you sit in your house and when you walk by the avelywhen you lie down and when
you rise up. (NASB95)

Ephesians 6:4 ... 4 Fathers, do not provoke yoildadn to anger, but bring them up in
the discipline and instruction of the Lord. (NASB95

Galatians 3:22-25 ... 22 But the Scripture has siueveryone under sin, so that the
promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be givethtise who believe. 23 But before faith
came, we were kept in custody under the law, bshngy up to the faith which was later to
be revealed. 24 Therefore the Law has become ¢ar tizlead us to Christ, so that we
may be justified by faith. 25 But now that faitts ltame, we are no longer under a tutor.
(NASB95)



Galatians 4:1-7 ... 1 Now | say, as long as the teea child, he does not differ at all

from a slave although he is owner of everythinguhe is under guardians and
managers until the date set by the father. 3 Soaks, while we were children, were held
in bondage under the elemental things of the warlBut when the fullness of the time
came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, boder the Law, 5 so that He might
redeem those who were under the Law, that we mégkive the adoption as sons. 6
Because you are sons, God has sent forth the $pidts Son into our hearts, crying,
“Abba! Father!” 7 Therefore you are no longer a 8k but a son; and if a son, then an
heir through God. (NASB95)

What about the role of women/wives in the econamam? Christian women are commanded
to be workers/keepers at home (Titus 2:3-5; 1 Hrh4-15). Nevertheless, this does not
preclude activity outside the home. The worthy woraaProverbs 31 considers a field and buys
it; from her earnings she plants a vineyard; shkasiéinen garments and sells them, and
supplies belts to the tradesmen (Prov. 31:16,124)ia was a seller of purple fabrics (Acts
16:14-15). Aquila and his wife Priscilla were tenékers by trade (Acts 18:1-4).

Titus 2:3-5 ... 3 Older women likewise are to beerent in their behavior, not malicious
gossips nor enslaved to much wine, teaching whgaasl, 4 so that they may encourage
the young women to love their husbands, to lovie thddren, 5 to be sensible, pure,
workers at home, kind, being subject to their owsldands, so that the word of God will
not be dishonored. (NASB95)

1 Timothy 5:14-15 ... 14 Therefore, | want youngetows to get married, bear children,
keep house, and give the enemy no occasion fooaepr 15 for some have already
turned aside to follow Satan. (NASB95)

Proverbs 31:16 ... 16 She considers a field andliyyrom her earnings she plants a
vineyard. (NASB95)

Proverbs 31:24 ... 24 She makes linen garmentssatisithem, And supplies belts to the
tradesmen. (NASB95)

Acts 16:14-15 ... 14 A woman named Lydia, frontityeof Thyatira, a seller of purple
fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening; and tlwed opened her heart to respond to
the things spoken by Paul. 15 And when she antddwesehold had been baptized, she
urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to bénfaltto the Lord, come into my house
and stay.” And she prevailed upon us. (NASB95)

Acts 18:1-4 ... 1 After these things he left Atremgwent to Corinth. 2 And he found a
Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, having rdgeame from Italy with his wife
Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all #n@sJto leave Rome. He came to
them, 3 and because he was of the same tradeayexdswvith them and they were
working, for by trade they were tent-makers. 4 Aadvas reasoning in the synagogue
every Sabbath and trying to persuade Jews and GrésiASB95)



Conclusion

Respect the audience (Heb. 6:9-12; 2 Pet. 3:1-2).

Hebrews 6:9-12 ... 9 But, beloved, we are convirafdzbtter things concerning you, and
things that accompany salvation, though we are lipgan this way. 10 For God is not
unjust so as to forget your work and the love wlyich have shown toward His hame, in
having ministered and in still ministering to treargs. 11 And we desire that each one of
you show the same diligence so as to realize thadsurance of hope until the end, 12
so that you will not be sluggish, but imitatordtudse who through faith and patience
inherit the promises. (NASB95)

2 Peter 3:1-2 ... 1 This is now, beloved, the sddetter | am writing to you in which |
am stirring up your sincere mind by way of remindethat you should remember the
words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets amddmmandment of the Lord and
Savior spoken by your apostles. (NASB95)

Respect the time (Acts 26:24-29; Eph. 5:15-17).

Acts 26:24-29 ... 24 While Paul was saying thikisndefense, Festus said in a loud
voice, “Paul, you are out of your mind! Your gréaarning is driving you mad.” 25 But
Paul said, “I am not out of my mind, most excelleestus, but | utter words of sober
truth. 26 “For the king knows about these mattensg | speak to him also with
confidence, since | am persuaded that none of th@sgs escape his notice; for this has
not been done in a corner. 27 “King Agrippa, do ymlieve the Prophets? | know that
you do.” 28 Agrippa replied to Paul, “In a shorintie you will persuade me to become a
Christian.” 29 And Paul said, “I would wish to Gothat whether in a short or long time,
not only you, but also all who hear me this dayghthbecome such as | am, except for
these chains.” (NASB95)

Ephesians 5:15-17 ... 15 Therefore be careful howwalk, not as unwise men but as
wise, 16 making the most of your time, becausddle are evil. 17 So then do not be
foolish, but understand what the will of the Losd ((NASB95)

Respect the Scriptures (Isa. 8:16-22; Luke 16:27-31

Isaiah 8:16-22 ... 16 Bind up the testimony, skallaw among my disciples. 17 And |
will wait for the Lord who is hiding His face frotine house of Jacob; | will even look
eagerly for Him. 18 Behold, | and the children whibra Lord has given me are for signs
and wonders in Israel from the Lord of hosts, whels on Mount Zion. 19 When they
say to you, “Consult the mediums and the spiritigt® whisper and mutter,” should not
a people consult their God? Should they consultre on behalf of the living? 20 To
the law and to the testimony! If they do not speadording to this word, it is because
they have no dawn. 21 They will pass through thd lzard-pressed and famished, and it
will turn out that when they are hungry, they Wil enraged and curse their king and
their God as they face upward. 22 Then they wiklto the earth, and behold, distress
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and darkness, the gloom of anguish; and they willlbven away into darkness.
(NASB95)

Luke 16:27-31 ... 27 “And he said, ‘Then | beg yfather, that you send him to my
father's house— 28 for | have five brothers—in ottti@at he may warn them, so that they
will not also come to this place of torment.” 29UtBAbraham said, ‘They have Moses
and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 30 “But hels'No, father Abraham, but if
someone goes to them from the dead, they will tB@n“But he said to him, ‘If they do
not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they willbepersuaded even if someone rises
from the dead.”” (NASB95)
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