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Enrollment in God’s book is both individual and conditional (Exod. 32:30-35, esp. vs. 32-33). 

Exodus 32:30-35 ... 30 On the next day Moses said to the people, “You yourselves have 
committed a great sin; and now I am going up to the Lord, perhaps I can make atonement 
for your sin.” 31 Then Moses returned to the Lord, and said, “Alas, this people has 
committed a great sin, and they have made a god of gold for themselves. 32 “But now, if 
You will, forgive their sin—and if not, please blot me out from Your book which You 
have written!” 33 The Lord said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot 
him out of My book. 34 “But go now, lead the people where I told you. Behold, My angel 
shall go before you; nevertheless in the day when I punish, I will punish them for their 
sin.” 35 Then the Lord smote the people, because of what they did with the calf which 
Aaron had made. (NASB95) 

One is lost if their names are blotted out or unrecorded in the book of life (Ps. 69:22-28, esp. vs. 
28). 

Psalm 69:22-28 ... 22 May their table before them become a snare; And when they are in 
peace, may it become a trap. 23 May their eyes grow dim so that they cannot see, And 
make their loins shake continually. 24 Pour out Your indignation on them, And may Your 
burning anger overtake them. 25 May their camp be desolate; May none dwell in their 
tents. 26 For they have persecuted him whom You Yourself have smitten, And they tell of 
the pain of those whom You have wounded. 27 Add iniquity to their iniquity, And may 
they not come into Your righteousness. 28 May they be blotted out of the book of life 
And may they not be recorded with the righteous. (NASB95) 

The holy remnant of Zion is recorded for life in Jerusalem (Isa. 4:2-6, esp. vs. 3). 

Isaiah 4:2-6 ... 2 In that day the Branch of the Lord will be beautiful and glorious, and 
the fruit of the earth will be the pride and the adornment of the survivors of Israel. 3 It 
will come about that he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called 
holy—everyone who is recorded for life in Jerusalem. 4 When the Lord has washed 
away the filth of the daughters of Zion and purged the bloodshed of Jerusalem from her 
midst, by the spirit of judgment and the spirit of burning, 5 then the Lord will create over 
the whole area of Mount Zion and over her assemblies a cloud by day, even smoke, and 
the brightness of a flaming fire by night; for over all the glory will be a canopy. 6 There 
will be a shelter to give shade from the heat by day, and refuge and protection from the 
storm and the rain. (NASB95) 

False prophets are excluded from the register of the righteous (Ezek. 13:8-16, esp. vs. 9).  
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Ezekiel 13:8-16 ... 8 Therefore, thus says the Lord God, “Because you have spoken 
falsehood and seen a lie, therefore behold, I am against you,” declares the Lord God. 9 
“So My hand will be against the prophets who see false visions and utter lying 
divinations. They will have no place in the council of My people, nor will they be 
written down in the register of the house of Israel, nor will they enter the land of Israel, 
that you may know that I am the Lord God. 10 “It is definitely because they have misled 
My people by saying, ‘Peace!’ when there is no peace. And when anyone builds a wall, 
behold, they plaster it over with whitewash; 11 so tell those who plaster it over with 
whitewash, that it will fall. A flooding rain will come, and you, O hailstones, will fall; 
and a violent wind will break out. 12 “Behold, when the wall has fallen, will you not be 
asked, ‘Where is the plaster with which you plastered it?’ ” 13 Therefore, thus says the 
Lord God, “I will make a violent wind break out in My wrath. There will also be in My 
anger a flooding rain and hailstones to consume it in wrath. 14 “So I will tear down the 
wall which you plastered over with whitewash and bring it down to the ground, so that its 
foundation is laid bare; and when it falls, you will be consumed in its midst. And you will 
know that I am the Lord. 15 “Thus I will spend My wrath on the wall and on those who 
have plastered it over with whitewash; and I will say to you, ‘The wall is gone and its 
plasterers are gone, 16 along with the prophets of Israel who prophesy to Jerusalem, and 
who see visions of peace for her when there is no peace,’ declares the Lord God. 
(NASB95) 

The names of those who fear God and serve Him are recorded in God’s book of remembrance 
(Mal. 3:13-18, esp. vs. 16). 

Malachi 3:13-18 ... 13 “Your words have been arrogant against Me,” says the Lord. 
“Yet you say, ‘What have we spoken against You?’ 14 “You have said, ‘It is vain to serve 
God; and what profit is it that we have kept His charge, and that we have walked in 
mourning before the Lord of hosts? 15 ‘So now we call the arrogant blessed; not only are 
the doers of wickedness built up but they also test God and escape.’ ” 16 Then those who 
feared the Lord spoke to one another, and the Lord gave attention and heard it, and a 
book of remembrance was written before Him for those who fear the Lord and who 
esteem His name. 17 “They will be Mine,” says the Lord of hosts, “on the day that I 
prepare My own possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his own son who 
serves him.” 18 So you will again distinguish between the righteous and the wicked, 
between one who serves God and one who does not serve Him. (NASB95) 

Having one’s name recorded in heaven is greater than all other power or privilege (Luke 10:17-
20, esp. vs. 20).  

Luke 10:17-20 ... 17 The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are 
subject to us in Your name.” 18 And He said to them, “I was watching Satan fall from 
heaven like lightning. 19 “Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and 
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing will injure you. 20 
“Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that 
your names are recorded in heaven.” (NASB95) 

The names of faithful Christians and fellow workers are recorded in the book of life (Phil. 4:1-3).  
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Philippians 4:1-3 ... 1 Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and 
crown, in this way stand firm in the Lord, my beloved. 2 I urge Euodia and I urge 
Syntyche to live in harmony in the Lord. 3 Indeed, true companion, I ask you also to help 
these women who have shared my struggle in the cause of the gospel, together with 
Clement also and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life. 
(NASB95) 

He who overcomes will not have his name erased from the book of life (Rev. 3:1-6, esp. vs. 5). 

Revelation 3:1-6 ... 1 “To the angel of the church in Sardis write: He who has the seven 
Spirits of God and the seven stars, says this: ‘I know your deeds, that you have a name 
that you are alive, but you are dead. 2 ‘Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, 
which were about to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My 
God. 3 ‘So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. 
Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what 
hour I will come to you. 4 ‘But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their 
garments; and they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 5 ‘He who 
overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from 
the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels. 6 
‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ (NASB95) 

Wicked men, whose names are not written in the book of life, worship and wonder at the beast 
(Rev. 13:7-10; 17:8).  

Revelation 13:7-10 ... 7 It was also given to him to make war with the saints and to 
overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was 
given to him. 8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has 
not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who 
has been slain. 9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear. 10 If anyone is destined for 
captivity, to captivity he goes; if anyone kills with the sword, with the sword he must be 
killed. Here is the perseverance and the faith of the saints. (NASB95) 

Revelation 17:8 ... 8 “The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to come up out 
of the abyss and go to destruction. And those who dwell on the earth, whose name has not 
been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, will wonder when they 
see the beast, that he was and is not and will come. (NASB95) 

The final judgment will involve a comparison of “the books” (i.e., the Bible) to the book of life 
(Rev. 20:11-15). 

Revelation 20:11-15 ... 11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from 
whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I 
saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were 
opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were 
judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. 13 
And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead 
which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. 
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14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the 
lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was 
thrown into the lake of fire. (NASB95) 

Heaven is reserved for those whose names are written in the book of life (Rev. 21:22-27). 

Revelation 21:22-27 ... 22 I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the 
Lamb are its temple. 23 And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, 
for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 The nations will walk 
by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 25 In the daytime (for 
there will be no night there) its gates will never be closed; 26 and they will bring the 
glory and the honor of the nations into it; 27 and nothing unclean, and no one who 
practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names 
are written in the Lamb’s book of life. (NASB95) 


