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Introduction

The kingdom of God was a focal point of propheagaob said that the scepter would not depart
from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from betweenfaet, until the coming of Him to whom

authority belongs (Gen. 49:8-10). Isaiah said thatMessiah, the Prince of Peace, would reign
on David’s throne, thus establishing a just antitegus government (Isa. 9:6-7). Daniel said that
in the days of the Roman empire, God would estalalisingdom that would never be destroyed
(Dan. 2:44-45).

Genesis 49:8-10 ... 8 “Judah, your brothers shaflipe you; Your hand shall be on the
neck of your enemies; Your father’s sons shall down to you. 9 “Judah is a lion’s
whelp; From the prey, my son, you have gone upcddehes, he lies down as a lion, And
as a lion, who dares rouse him up? 10 “The sceptall not depart from Judah, Nor the
ruler’s staff from between his feet, Until Shilalnees, And to him shall be the obedience
of the peoples. (NASB95)

Isaiah 9:6-7 ... 6 For a child will be born to usson will be given to us; And the
government will rest on His shoulders; And His namilebe called Wonderful

Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince oae. 7 There will be no end to the
increase of His government or of peace, On thenthf David and over his kingdom, To
establish it and to uphold it with justice and rigbusness From then on and
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts willamplish this. (NASB95)

Daniel 2:44-45 ... 44 “In the days of those kinge God of heaven will set up a kingdom
which will never be destroyed, and that kingdonh mot be left for another people; it

will crush and put an end to all these kingdomg,ibwill itself endure forever. 45
“Inasmuch as you saw that a stone was cut out@htbuntain without hands and that it
crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, the situad the gold, the great God has made
known to the king what will take place in the fefuso the dream is true and its
interpretation is trustworthy.” (NASB95)

As the time drew nigh for God'’s purpose to be fidfl, both John the Baptist (Matt. 3:1-2) and
Jesus Christ (Matt. 4:17) preached that “the kimgad God is at hand.” In other words, its
establishment was imminent. After centuries of prapon and anticipation, the Messianic
kingdom would soon be inaugurated (Matt. 16:28; iVl ).

Matthew 3:1-2 ... 1 Now in those days John the Bapame, preaching in the wilderness
of Judea, saying, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom ofvikeeas at hand.” (NASB95)



Matthew 4:17 ... 17 From that time Jesus begarréagh and say, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (NASB95)

Matthew 16:28 ... 28 “Truly | say to you, there a@me of those who are standing here
who will not taste death until they see the Sodafh coming in His kingdom.”
(NASB95)

Mark 9:1 ... 1 And Jesus was saying to them, “Thdgy to you, there are some of those
who are standing here who will not taste deathluh&y see the kingdom of God after it
has come with power.” (NASB95)

Not only was the kingdom of God near unto men theatBible also speaks of men who were
near unto the kingdom. During his last visit toudalem, Jesus paid a very high compliment to
one of the scribes who had questioned Him. Hetsdilde scribe, “You are not far from the
kingdom of God” (Mark 12:28-34).

Mark 12:28-34 ... 28 One of the scribes came aradchthem arguing, and recognizing
that He had answered them well, asked Him, “Whatroandment is the foremost of
all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The foremost is, ‘Hear|stael! The Lord our God is one
Lord; 30 and you shall love the Lord your God wathyour heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind, and with all youretigth.” 31 “The second is this, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There isatber commandment greater than
these.” 32 The scribe said to Him, “Right, Teachégu have truly stated that He is One,
and there is no one else besides Him; 33 and ® it with all the heart and with all
the understanding and with all the strength, anébte@ one’s neighbor as himself, is
much more than all burnt offerings and sacrifice34' When Jesus saw that he had
answered intelligently, He said to himY&u are not far from the kingdom of God.”
After that, no one would venture to ask Him anyearguestions. (NASB95)

While the scribe had been appraising Jesus, Jaslisden appraising the scribe. His discreet
answer led Jesus to say that he was not far frodis&kingdom. Clearly, the distance to which
Jesus referred was not physical but spiritual. Asshall see, this individual had a grasp of
spiritual truths, which, if pursued, would lead himo the kingdom of God.

The Nature of the Kingdom

The New Testament uses various phrases to desbealEeople of God. These include the
church of Christ, the kingdom of God, the body i€, the temple of God, the bride of Christ,
the household of God, the vineyard of the Lord, Each of these expressions portrays different
spiritual relationships and responsibilities.

When Scripture speaks of the kingdom of God, itdbss a monarchial form of spiritual
government. The Christian religion is not a demognrahere the will of the majority holds
sway; rather, Christ is our King (Luke 1:31-33)ddtis Word is our final source of authority
(Col. 3:17). Furthermore, we must be loyal and ad@ccitizens (Eph. 2:19-20).



Luke 1:31-33 ... 31 “And behold, you will conceirneyour womb and bear a son, and
you shall name Him Jesus. 32 “He will be great anlll be called the Son of the Most
High; and the Lord God will give Him the thronekit father David; 33 and He will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His dkamgy will have no end.” (NASB95)

Colossians 3:17 ... 17 Whatever you do in worde®dj do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Fatfl¢ASB95)

Ephesians 2:19-20 ... 19 So then you are no lostzangers and aliens, but you are
fellow citizens with the saints, and are of Goddsi$ehold, 20 having been built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Chrisugédmself being the corner stone,
(NASB95)

Furthermore, “the kingdom of God” and “the churdtChirist” refer to the same spiritual realm.
Some argue that the “kingdom” and the “church”distinct from one another. Premillennial
teachers say that Jesus came to establish Hisdamdout was rejected by the Jews. They say
the church was set up as an afterthought or sutestiteasure, and the kingdom will be
established later. However, a careful examinatfd®aoipture reveals that this is a false
distinction (Matt. 16:16-19; Col. 1:13-14, 18; Hdl2:22-24, 28-29; Rev. 1:4, 6, 9).

Matthew 16:16-19 ... 16 Simon Peter answered, “&@uthe Christ, the Son of the living
God.” 17 And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are yomd® Barjona, because flesh and
blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father wéiin heaven. 18 “I also say to you
that you are Peter, and upon this rock | will bulty church; and the gates of Hades will
not overpower it. 19 “l will give you the keys bétkingdom of heaven; and whatever
you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaaed whatever you loose on earth
shall have been loosed in heaven.” (NASB95)

Colossians 1:13-14 ... 13 For He rescued us froendtbmain of darkness, and
transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Sdrinlvhom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins. (NASB95)

Colossians 1:18 ... 18 He is also head of the bttay/church; and He is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself aoime to have first place in
everything. (NASB95)

Hebrews 12:22-24 ... 22 But you have come to Mdignt and to the city of the living
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads oflanga to the general assembly and
church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heavand to God, the Judge of all, and to
the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 andletisus, the mediator of a new covenant,
and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks betten i@ blood of Abel. (NASB95)

Hebrews 12:28-29 ... 28 Therefore, since we rec@ikimgdom which cannot be shaken,
let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to Goccceptable service with reverence
and awe; 29 for our God is a consuming fire. (NADB9



Revelation 1:4 ... 4 John to the seven churchesaieain Asia: Grace to you and peace,
from Him who is and who was and who is to come,feord the seven Spirits who are
before His throne, (NASB95)

Revelation 1:6 ... 6 and He has made us to be gdkim, priests to His God and
Father—to Him be the glory and the dominion foremed ever. Amen. (NASB95)

Revelation 1:9 ... 9 I, John, your brother anddellpartaker in the tribulation and
kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus, wakeoisland called Patmos because
of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. BOAH

The Dividing Line

In the New Testament the kingdom of God is represkas both a rule unto which man must
submit (Luke 17:20-21; Rom. 14:16-17) and a reaita which man must enter (Luke 16:16;
Matt. 4:23-25). In either case, we may be near onfiar from God’s kingdom, depending upon
our attitude and disposition.

Luke 17:20-21 ... 20 Now having been questionettidyharisees as to when the
kingdom of God was coming, He answered them amkl ‘She kingdom of God is not
coming with signs to be observed; 21 nor will teay, ‘Look, here it is!’ or, ‘There it isV’
For behold, the kingdom of God is in your midstNVASB95)

Romans 14:16-17 ... 16 Therefore do not let whadrigyou a good thing be spoken of as
evil; 17 for the kingdom of God is not eating amohking, but righteousness and peace
and joy in the Holy Spirit. (NASB95)

Luke 16:16 ... 16 “The Law and the Prophets weigcfaimed until John; since that time
the gospel of the kingdom of God has been preaamebleveryone is forcing his way
into it. (NASB95)

Matthew 4:23-25 ... 23 Jesus was going throughtdusalilee, teaching in their
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kimga@md healing every kind of disease
and every kind of sickness among the people. 2s4&Ws about Him spread throughout
all Syria; and they brought to Him all who were tlhose suffering with various diseases
and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; arehdaled them. 25 Large crowds
followed Him from Galilee and the Decapolis andusaiem and Judea and from beyond
the Jordan. (NASB95)

God'’s purpose in establishing the kingdom/churchk teabring men and women into full
submission unto Christ. He removes us from theusneialm of darkness and translates us into
the kingdom of His dear Son (Col. 1:13-14). The Niegtament reveals the conditions for
citizenship in this spiritual kingdom. We are savegbugh an obedient faith (Matt. 7:21-23).
The Lord adds people to His church as they aredsgMets 2:46-47). It all boils down to one
simple question: “Are you willing to do what Godsheaid?” This is the dividing line.



Colossians 1:13-14 ... 13 For He rescued us froendtbmain of darkness, and
transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Sdrinlvhom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins. (NASB95)

Matthew 7:21 ... 21 “Not everyone who says to Nlerd, Lord,” will enter the kingdom
of heaven, but he who does the will of My Fatheo y8hin heaven will enter. (NASB95)

Acts 2:46-47 ... 46 Day by day continuing with amad in the temple, and breaking
bread from house to house, they were taking thealstogether with gladness and

sincerity of heart, 47 praising God and having fawath all the people. And the Lord
was adding to their number day by day those whe@weing saved. (NASB95)

The Qualities Of Nearness

Many are far from the kingdom of God: Romans Chapteee describes the state of fallen
humanity. Mankind is lost and undone. Their hearéscorrupt and defiled. Ignorant of God’s
word and lacking spirituality, they are self-rightes, self-seeking, self-destructive, self-
condemned (Rom. 3:10-18).

Romans 3:10-18 ... 10 as it is written, “There @a righteous, not even one; 11 There is
none who understands, There is none who seekftyr 12 All have turned aside,
together they have become useless; There is nonel@ds good, There is not even one.”
13 “Their throat is an open grave, With their toraguthey keep deceiving,” “The poison
of asps is under their lips”; 14 “Whose mouth il fof cursing and bitterness”; 15

“Their feet are swift to shed blood, 16 Destructemd misery are in their paths, 17 And
the path of peace they have not known.” 18 “Theread fear of God before their eyes.”
(NASB95)

Others, like this scribe, have progressed spitifualthe point that they are near unto the
kingdom of God. The difference is one of attitudéhen Jesus saw that the scramswer ed
wisely, He said to him, “You are not far from the kingdofGod” (Mark 12:34). The Greek
word translated “wisely/intelligently” is defined dsensibly, discreetly” and is descriptive of
action that is “wisely, thoughtfully” pursued [Thasy BDAG].

Mark 12:34 ... 34 When Jesus saw that he had amslnatelligently, He said to him,
“You are not far from the kingdom of God.” Aftelathhno one would venture to ask Him
any more questions. (NASB95)

Knowledgeable

In the context, Jesus had been discussing thentiuee of devotion. He was asked, “Which is
the first commandment of all?” Our Lord answereat the first commandment is to love God
supremely and the second is to love your neighbgoarself (Mark 12:28-31). This scribe
expressed full support for Jesus’ statement. Herstolod man has a tendency to substitute
ceremony for substance. Without belittling the imaonce of divinely-ordained sacrifices, this
man clearly understood that love for God and ofedlewman is at the heart of genuine religion



(Mark 12:32-33). Obviously, he possessed a knovdeddsod’s Word and was sufficiently
perceptive to make proper application.

Mark 12:28-31 ... 28 One of the scribes came aradchthem arguing, and recognizing
that He had answered them well, asked Him, “Whatroandment is the foremost of
all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The foremost is, ‘Hearlstael! The Lord our God is one
Lord; 30 and you shall love the Lord your God wathyour heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind, and with all youreigth.” 31 “The second is this, ‘You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There isatber commandment greater than
these.” (NASB95)

Mark 12:32-33 ... 32 The scribe said to Him, “Righeacher; You have truly stated that
He is One, and there is no one else besides Himan83o love Him with all the heart
and with all the understanding and with all theestgth, and to love one’s neighbor as
himself, is much more than all burnt offerings aadrifices.” (NASB95)

Knowledge is essential. Hosea condemned the I&sgetiaying that they faced certain
destruction because of their lack of knowledge (Ho8). Jesus affirmed that men are drawn to
God as they hear, learn and are taught (John @%14-4

Hosea 4:6 ... 6 My people are destroyed for lacknaiwledge. Because you have
rejected knowledge, | also will reject you fromrigeMy priest. Since you have forgotten
the law of your God, | also will forget your chir. (NASB95)

John 6:44-45 ... 44 “No one can come to Me unlBssRather who sent Me draws him;
and | will raise him up on the last day. 45 “Itugitten in the prophets, ‘And they shall
all be taught of God.” Everyone who has heard aadried from the Father, comes to

Me. (NASB95)

So far, so good. This scribe was on the right dathhe had not yet reached the kingdom of
God. He still had further to travel. Knowledge,itself, will not save a man. It will, however,
make one a fit candidate for conversion.

Open-Minded

The scribes, Sadducees, and Pharisees generatigappesus. However, this man was not
governed by the herd instinct. The Jewish leadenstantly disputed with Jesus, listened only
with a view to entrapping Him in His words, and snarily dismissed His teaching. Yet, this
man listened with an open and receptive mind.

Let us learn from his example: Open-mindednessssrdial. A wise son will incline his ear to
wisdom and apply his heart to understanding (P2d\+5). Let us be like the noble Bereans who
searched the Scriptures daily to see whether thesgs were so (Acts 17:11).

Proverbs 2:1-5 ... 1 My son, if you will receive wiyrds And treasure my
commandments within you, 2 Make your ear attentiweisdom, Incline your heart to
understanding; 3 For if you cry for discernmentit our voice for understanding; 4 If
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you seek her as silver And search for her as fddém treasures; 5 Then you will discern
the fear of the Lord And discover the knowledgéad. (NASB95)

Acts 17:11 ... 11 Now these were more noble-mitigd those in Thessalonica, for they
received the word with great eagerness, examirtiegScriptures daily to see whether
these things were so. (NASB95)

So far, so good. This scribe was on the right dathhe had not yet reached the kingdom of
God. He still had further to travel. Open-mindedndyy itself, will not save a man. It will,
however, make one a fit candidate for conversion.

Courageous

This scribe was courageous in speech. He was wiiiracknowledge that Jesus spoke the truth.
As a rule, the scribes and Pharisees did not ebevJesus. Those that did believe were often
afraid to confess Him (John 12:42). Yet, here wasaa bold enough to acknowledge truth when
he heard it. He courageously affirmed his agreeméhtthe teachings of Jesus.

John 12:42 ... 42 Nevertheless many even of tleegblelieved in Him, but because of
the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, fortfest they would be put out of the
synagogue; (NASB95)

Courage is essential. Like David of old, we shdaédwilling to openly speak of God’s
testimonies without shame or fear (Psalms 119148 imperative that we have the courage to
openly confess Christ before men (Matthew 10:32-33)

Psalm 119:46 ... 46 | will also speak of Your testnies before kings And shall not be
ashamed. (NASB95)

Matthew 10:32-33 ... 32 “Therefore everyone whofesses Me before men, | will also
confess him before My Father who is in heaven.B® twhoever denies Me before men,
I will also deny him before My Father who is in fiea. (NASB95)

So far, so good. This scribe was on the right gathhe had not yet reached the kingdom of
God. He still had further to travel. Courage, ®eit, will not save a man. It will, however, make
one a fit candidate for conversion.

Humble

Pride and arrogance were characteristic of théssm@nd the Pharisees (Luke 18:11-14). Truth
is hidden from those who are proud and preening€l10:21). However, this scribe was
different. He was humble in spirit.

Luke 18:11-14 ... 11 “The Pharisee stood and wag/ing this to himself: ‘God, | thank
You that | am not like other people: swindlers,ushj adulterers, or even like this tax

collector. 12 ‘I fast twice a week; | pay tithesatifthat | get.” 13 “But the tax collector,
standing some distance away, was even unwillinigt t.@p his eyes to heaven, but was
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beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful tq the sinner!” 14 “| tell you, this man
went to his house justified rather than the ottier;everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, but he who humbles himself will be ex&dl{®ASB9I5)

Luke 10:21 ... 21 At that very time He rejoicedagiein the Holy Spirit, and said, “I
praise You, O Father, Lord of heaven and eartht ¥@u have hidden these things from
the wise and intelligent and have revealed themfamts. Yes, Father, for this way was
well-pleasing in Your sight. (NASB95)

Humility is essential. Jesus praised this dispositvhen he said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit
(Matt. 5:3). We must walk humbly with our God (Micé:8).

Matthew 5:3 ... 3 “Blessed are the poor in spifd theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
(NASB95)

Micah 6:8 ... 8 He has told you, O man, what isqjodnd what does the Lord require of
you But to do justice, to love kindness, And tdvsalmbly with your God? (NASB95)

So far, so good. This scribe was on the right gathhe had not yet reached the kingdom of

God. He still had further to travel. You see, hityilby itself, will not save a man. It will,
however, make one a fit candidate for conversion.

The Terms Of Admission

This scribe demonstrated the right attitude towaod, God’s law and his fellow man. Yet,
attitude is not enough; it must be accompanieddbip Jesus’ statement, “Thou are not far
from the kingdom of God,” must have been an iniotator him to come the whole distance.
What good is it for one to remain at the bordeGofl’s kingdom? So near and yet so far. So
near, and yet he was still lost.

To enter the kingdom of God, one must be born dénand the Spirit (John 3:1-5). This
involves faith in Christ (John 8:24), repentanairpast sins (Luke 13:3), confession that Jesus
is the son of God (Matt. 10:32-33) and baptism Dtwist for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38;
22:16; Rom. 6:3-4; Gal. 3:26-27). If you have neeb baptized, you have not put on Christ, you
are not yet a part of His body, or a citizen in Kisgdom, or a member of His church. You may
be near the kingdom, but you are not yet in it.

John 3:1-5 ... 1 Now there was a man of the Phasseamed Nicodemus, a ruler of the
Jews; 2 this man came to Jesus by night and saiting “Rabbi, we know that You have
come from God as a teacher; for no one can do thigges that You do unless God is
with him.” 3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Truhuly, | say to you, unless one is
born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” bbigenus said to Him, “How can a
man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a sktiore into his mother's womb and
be born, can he?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, trllgay to you, unless one is born of
water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kimgdbf God. (NASB95)



John 8:24 ... 24 “Therefore | said to you that yeill die in your sins; for unless you
believe that | am He, you will die in your sinsNASB95)

Luke 13:3 ... 3 “I tell you, no, but unless youeap you will all likewise perish.
(NASB95)

Matthew 10:32-33 ... 32 “Therefore everyone whofesses Me before men, | will also
confess him before My Father who is in heaven.B® whoever denies Me before men,
I will also deny him before My Father who is in fiea. (NASB95)

Acts 2:38 ... 38 Peter said to them, “Repent, aacheof you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; ymd will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. (NASB95)

Acts 22:16 ... 16 ‘Now why do you delay? Get up laathaptized, and wash away your
sins, calling on His name.” (NASB95)

Romans 6:3-4 ... 3 Or do you not know that allofuno have been baptized into Christ
Jesus have been baptized into His death? 4 Thergferhave been buried with Him
through baptism into death, so that as Christ waised from the dead through the glory
of the Father, so we too might walk in newnesgeaf(NASB95)

Galatians 3:26-27 ... 26 For you are all sons ofdGbrough faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For
all of you who were baptized into Christ have abatlyourselves with Christ. (NASB95)

Conclusion

Many today are in the same condition as this scHuwosv near have they come to the kingdom?
In many cases they have been brought near by tlemsof others. They have been positively
influenced by some faithful Christian. They arewsiqted with the truths of religion. They have
studied the Scriptures and have a basic undersiguodithe gospel of Christ. They respect the
Bible as the Word of God. They admire the perso@uist, His moral purity, His teaching, and
His compassion. They may even attend periods a@dm worship. They obey many laws of
Christ, either from habit or conviction. Many timiéx®y have desired to go further. They may
have even resolved to yield all to the Savior. Aat they still have not rendered obedience.

How far are they from the kingdom? Men may travlgrag distance in the right direction, and
yet not complete the journey. They refuse to taledast few steps. They have yet to receive the
gospel of Christ with their whole nature. The assdnhe understanding must be followed by
the consent of the will. They have not yet surreedehemselves to Jesus. Men may give much,
but withhold more. Jesus demands our all, and Henat accept less.

Why remain on the outside looking in? Why remairttem borderland of God’s kingdom? Christ
stands at the door and desires entrance into feyRev. 3:20). Do not keep him waiting in the
cold. Do not stop short of full obedience. Comewhmle distance. Act on your faith. Turn from
your sins. Confess Christ before men. Be buried @itrist in baptism. Then be raised to walk
in newness of life. Spend yourself in His servaxed heaven will be your home.
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Revelation 3:20 ... 20 ‘Behold, | stand at the dand knock; if anyone hears My voice
and opens the door, | will come in to him and wdille with him, and he with Me.
(NASB95)

Whether or not this scribe was ever born into thgdom of God is not stated. Perhaps this man
was eventually numbered among the “great compampyie$ts” and other Jewish leaders who
were obedient to the faith after the day of Pergefacts 6:7). One hopes so. And yet, for all his
nearness to the kingdom of God, it may be thatdwemnentered it. How tragic it is that many
who are not far from the kingdom of God never aéyuenter therein. As someone once said,
“On the plains of hesitation bleach the bones ointiess thousands who on the threshold of
victory sat down to wait; while waiting, wasted atidd.” Therefore, if you believe, do not
hesitate. Obey today!

Acts 6:7 ... 7 The word of God kept on spreadimgt tne number of the disciples
continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem, andesmgmany of the priests were
becoming obedient to the faith. (NASB95)

Sour ces: Walton Weaver, “Not Far From The KingdonGGbspel CommunicatpfLongview,
TX: Judson Rd COC), July, 1988. Misc Commentafiegensively revised.
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