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Introduction

The kingdom of God was a focal point of propheagaob said that the scepter would not depart
from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from betweenfaet, until the coming of Him to whom

authority belongs (Gen. 49:8-10). Isaiah said thatMessiah, the Prince of Peace, would reign
on David’s throne, thus establishing a just antitegus government (Isa. 9:6-7). Daniel said that
in the days of the Roman empire, God would estalalisingdom that would never be destroyed
(Dan. 2:44-45).

As the time drew nigh for God’s purpose to be fidfl, both John the Baptist (Matt. 3:1-2) and
Jesus Christ (Matt. 4:17) preached that “the kimgad God is at hand.” In other words, its
establishment was imminent. After centuries of prapon and anticipation, the Messianic
kingdom would soon be inaugurated (Matt. 16:28; V&l ).

Not only was the kingdom of God near unto men thetBible also speaks of men who were
near unto the kingdom. During his last visit toudalem, Jesus paid a very high compliment to
one of the scribes who had questioned Him. Hetsdilde scribe, “You are not far from the
kingdom of God” (Mark 12:28-34).

While the scribe had been appraising Jesus, Jaslisden appraising the scribe. His discreet
answer led Jesus to say that he was not far frodis&kongdom. Clearly, the distance to which
Jesus referred was not physical but spiritual. Asshall see, this individual had a grasp of
spiritual truths, which, if pursued, would lead himo the kingdom of God.

The Nature of the Kingdom

The New Testament uses various phrases to desbealEeople of God. These include the
church of Christ, the kingdom of God, the body i€, the temple of God, the bride of Christ,
the household of God, the vineyard of the Lord, Each of these expressions portrays different
spiritual relationships and responsibilities.

When Scripture speaks of the kingdom of God, itdbss a monarchial form of spiritual
government. The Christian religion is not a demognrahere the will of the majority holds
sway; rather, Christ is our King (Luke 1:31-33)ddtis Word is our final source of authority
(Col. 3:17). Furthermore, we must be loyal and ad@ccitizens (Eph. 2:19-20).

Furthermore, “the kingdom of God” and “the churdtChirist” refer to the same spiritual realm.

Some argue that the “kingdom” and the “church”distinct from one another. Premillennial
teachers say that Jesus came to establish Hisdamdout was rejected by the Jews. They say
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the church was set up as an afterthought or sutestteasure, and the kingdom will be
established later. However, a careful examinatfd®aoipture reveals that this is a false
distinction (Matt. 16:16-19; Col. 1:13-14, 18; Hdl2:22-24, 28-29; Rev. 1:4, 6, 9).

The Dividing Line

In the New Testament the kingdom of God is represkas both a rule unto which man must
submit (Luke 17:20-21; Rom. 14:16-17) and a reaita which man must enter (Luke 16:16;
Matt. 4:23-25). In either case, we may be near onfar from God’s kingdom, depending upon
our attitude and disposition.

God’s purpose in establishing the kingdom/church teabring men and women into full
submission unto Christ. He removes us from theukiefalm of darkness and translates us into
the kingdom of His dear Son (Col. 1:13-14). The Niegtament reveals the conditions for
citizenship in this spiritual kingdom. We are savegbugh an obedient faith (Matt. 7:21-23).
The Lord adds people to His church as they aredsgMets 2:46-47). It all boils down to one
simple question: “Are you willing to do what Godsheaid?” This is the dividing line.

The Qualities Of Nearness

Many are far from the kingdom of God: Romans Chapteee describes the state of fallen
humanity. Mankind is lost and undone. Their hearéscorrupt and defiled. Ignorant of God'’s
word and lacking spirituality, they are self-rightss, self-seeking, self-destructive, self-
condemned (Rom. 3:10-18).

Others, like this scribe, have progressed spitifualthe point that they are near unto the
kingdom of God. The difference is one of attitudéhen Jesus saw that the scramswer ed
wisely, He said to him, “You are not far from the kingdofGod” (Mark 12:34). The Greek
word translated “wisely/intelligently” is defined dsensibly, discreetly” and is descriptive of
action that is “wisely, thoughtfully” pursued [Thasy BDAG].

Knowledgeable

In the context, Jesus had been discussing thentiuee of devotion. He was asked, “Which is
the first commandment of all?” Our Lord answereat the first commandment is to love God
supremely and the second is to love your neighbgoarself (Mark 12:28-31). This scribe
expressed full support for Jesus’ statement. Herstolod man has a tendency to substitute
ceremony for substance. Without belittling the imaonce of divinely-ordained sacrifices, this
man clearly understood that love for God and ofedlewman is at the heart of genuine religion
(Mark 12:32-33). Obviously, he possessed a knovdeddsod’s Word and was sufficiently
perceptive to make proper application.

Knowledge is essential. Hosea condemned the I&sgetiaying that they faced certain
destruction because of their lack of knowledge (Ho8). Jesus affirmed that men are drawn to
God as they hear, learn and are taught (John @%4-4



So far, so good. This scribe was on the right datbhhe had not yet reached the kingdom of
God. He still had further to travel. Knowledge,itself, will not save a man. It will, however,
make one a fit candidate for conversion.

Open-Minded

The scribes, Sadducees, and Pharisees generatigeppgesus. However, this man was not
governed by the herd instinct. The Jewish leadenstantly disputed with Jesus, listened only
with a view to entrapping Him in His words, and suoarily dismissed His teaching. Yet, this
man listened with an open and receptive mind.

Let us learn from his example: Open-mindednessssrdial. A wise son will incline his ear to
wisdom and apply his heart to understanding (P2d\+5). Let us be like the noble Bereans who
searched the Scriptures daily to see whether thasgs were so (Acts 17:11).

So far, so good. This scribe was on the right gathhe had not yet reached the kingdom of
God. He still had further to travel. Open-mindedndsy itself, will not save a man. It will,
however, make one a fit candidate for conversion.

Courageous

This scribe was courageous in speech. He was wiltiracknowledge that Jesus spoke the truth.
As a rule, the scribes and Pharisees did not ebevJesus. Those that did believe were often
afraid to confess Him (John 12:42). Yet, here wasaa bold enough to acknowledge truth when
he heard it. He courageously affirmed his agreeméhtthe teachings of Jesus.

Courage is essential. Like David of old, we shdaédwilling to openly speak of God’s
testimonies without shame or fear (Psalms 119148 imperative that we have the courage to
openly confess Christ before men (Matthew 10:32-33)

So far, so good. This scribe was on the right gathhe had not yet reached the kingdom of
God. He still had further to travel. Courage, ®eit, will not save a man. It will, however, make
one a fit candidate for conversion.

Humble

Pride and arrogance were characteristic of théssm@nd the Pharisees (Luke 18:11-14). Truth
is hidden from those who are proud and preeningg€l10:21). However, this scribe was
different. He was humble in spirit.

Humility is essential. Jesus praised this dispositvhen he said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit”
(Matt. 5:3). We must walk humbly with our God (Micé:8).

So far, so good. This scribe was on the right gathhe had not yet reached the kingdom of

God. He still had further to travel. You see, hityilby itself, will not save a man. It will,
however, make one a fit candidate for conversion.
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The Terms Of Admission

This scribe demonstrated the right attitude towaod, God’s law and his fellow man. Yet,
attitude is not enough; it must be accompanieddbip Jesus’ statement, “Thou are not far
from the kingdom of God,” must have been an iniotator him to come the whole distance.
What good is it for one to remain at the bordeGofl’s kingdom? So near and yet so far. So
near, and yet he was still lost.

To enter the kingdom of God, one must be born dénand the Spirit (John 3:1-5). This
involves faith in Christ (John 8:24), repentanairpast sins (Luke 13:3), confession that Jesus
is the son of God (Matt. 10:32-33) and baptism @lwist for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38;
22:16; Rom. 6:3-4; Gal. 3:26-27). If you have ne&b baptized, you have not put on Christ, you
are not yet a part of His body, or a citizen in Kisgdom, or a member of His church. You may
be near the kingdom, but you are not yet in it.

Conclusion

Many today are in the same condition as this scHuwosv near have they come to the kingdom?
In many cases they have been brought near by tlemsof others. They have been positively
influenced by some faithful Christian. They arewsiqted with the truths of religion. They have
studied the Scriptures and have a basic understguodithe gospel of Christ. They respect the
Bible as the Word of God. They admire the perso@luist, His moral purity, His teaching, and
His compassion. They may even attend periods os@dm worship. They obey many laws of
Christ, either from habit or conviction. Many timigey have desired to go further. They may
have even resolved to yield all to the Savior. Aat they still have not rendered obedience.

How far are they from the kingdom? Men may travlgrag distance in the right direction, and
yet not complete the journey. They refuse to thlkdast few steps. They have yet to receive the
gospel of Christ with their whole nature. The ass#nthe understanding must be followed by
the consent of the will. They have not yet surreedehemselves to Jesus. Men may give much,
but withhold more. Jesus demands our all, and Henai accept less.

Why remain on the outside looking in? Why remairttem borderland of God’s kingdom? Christ
stands at the door and desires entrance into feyRev. 3:20). Do not keep him waiting in the
cold. Do not stop short of full obedience. Comewhmwle distance. Act on your faith. Turn from
your sins. Confess Christ before men. Be buriet @itrist in baptism. Then be raised to walk
in newness of life. Spend yourself in His serveaned heaven will be your home.

Whether or not this scribe was ever born into thgdom of God is not stated. Perhaps this man
was eventually numbered among the “great compampyie$ts” and other Jewish leaders who
were obedient to the faith after the day of Pergefacts 6:7). One hopes so. And yet, for all his
nearness to the kingdom of God, it may be thatdwemnentered it. How tragic it is that many
who are not far from the kingdom of God never aéyuenter therein. As someone once said,
“On the plains of hesitation bleach the bones ointiess thousands who on the threshold of
victory sat down to wait; while waiting, wasted atidd.” Therefore, if you believe, do not
hesitate. Obey today!
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