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Introduction

The golden rule is twice set forth in the gosp®atf. 7:12; Luke 6:27-31). In some respects the
concept was not unknown before Christ. The renowdesdsh rabbi Hillel said: “That which is
hateful to you, do not do to your fellow.” Confusigaid, “Never impose on others what you
would not choose for yourself.” However, these niggdormulations cannot rival the positive
statement of Jesus. Declaring this a principleupfeme importance, the Lord demonstrated the
golden rule in His own life, and demands that itéfected in ours.

Matthew 7:12 ... 12 Therefore all things whatsoereewould that men should do to you,
do ye even so to them: for this is the law andptiophets. (KJV)

Matthew 7:12 ... 12 “In everything, therefore, ttgeeople the same way you want them
to treat you, for this is the Law and the Proph@$ASB95)

Luke 6:27-31 ... 27 “But | say to you who hear,dgwur enemies, do good to those who
hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray tmmethvho mistreat you. 29 “Whoever
hits you on the cheek, offer him the other alsal whoever takes away your coat, do not
withhold your shirt from him either. 30 “Give toexyone who asks of you, and whoever
takes away what is yours, do not demand it backT8dat others the same way you
want them to treat you. (NASB95)

One could heed the counsel of Hillel or Confuciysaboiding hurtful and harmful actions. One
could satisfy the negative formulation by simplyrdpnothing. Sir Thomas Browne once said,
“We are beholden unto everyone we meet that hemuttkill us.” Perhaps so, but this is not a
very high view of man’s nobility. The negative eggsion of this rule does not begin to promote
good behavior as does the positive expressionsofisJEhrist. If we stopped with the prohibitive
formula, we would never be truly useful to others.

The golden rule places a great responsibility upbristians. We must actively do to others what
we would have them do to us. This makes life moregicated. We have less time to spend on
our own wants and wishes. Time and time again viehave to stop what we are doing to help
someone else. It is one thing to say, “| must r@otrhpeople.” It is quite another thing to say, “I
must go out of my way to help another person.”



Characteristics

It Is A Fulfillment Of The Law

The golden rule is an expression of the second mgsirtant principle in the Bible. The
greatest commandment of Scripture is that we nowst God with all our heart, soul, mind and
being. The second is that we must love our neighbaur self. The golden rule summarizes
how God expects us to treat our fellow man (M&t32-40; Rom. 13:8-10; Gal. 5:13-15).

Matthew 22:37-40 ... 37 And He said to him, “ *Yshall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, and with all your soul, and with allyramind.” 38 “This is the great and
foremost commandment. 39 “The second is like du‘Shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” 40 “On these two commandments depenavtiade Law and the Prophets.”
(NASB95)

Romans 13:8-10 ... 8 Owe nothing to anyone exodpie one another; for he who loves
his neighbor has fulfilled the law. 9 For this, “¥shall not commit adultery, You shall
not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not ¢dwend if there is any other
commandment, it is summed up in this saying, “Yall ove your neighbor as

yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighboryéiere love is the fulfillment of the
law. (NASB95)

Galatians 5:13-15 ... 13 For you were called toeflem, brethren; only do not turn your
freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but tigh love serve one another. 14 For the
whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statemélou shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” 15 But if you bite and devour one anothake care that you are not
consumed by one another. (NASB95)

It Is Based On Love

The golden rule is based on love. Our fellowmarughbe treated, not as the law allows, but as
love demands (1 Cor. 13:1-7). This carries us béynawkish sentiment to a love anchored in
action (1 John 3:16-18). Pursuing active good wu#,should treat others as we would like to be
treated (2 Tim. 2:22).

1 Corinthians 13:1-7 ... 1 If | speak with the toeg of men and of angels, but do not
have love, | have become a noisy gong or a clangyngpal. 2 If | have the gift of
prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowleduget if | have all faith, so as to
remove mountains, but do not have love, | am ngtt8rAnd if | give all my possessions
to feed the poor, and if | surrender my body tdbmed, but do not have love, it profits
me nothing. 4 Love is patient, love is kind anddsjealous; love does not brag and is
not arrogant, 5 does not act unbecomingly; it doesseek its own, is not provoked, does
not take into account a wrong suffered, 6 doegejoice in unrighteousness, but

rejoices with the truth; 7 bears all things, beks\all things, hopes all things, endures all
things. (NASB95)



1 John 3:16-18 ... 16 We know love by this, thataittdown His life for us; and we
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 1% &hoever has the world’s goods, and
sees his brother in need and closes his heart agaim, how does the love of God abide
in him? 18 Little children, let us not love with idar with tongue, but in deed and truth.
(NASB95)

2 Timothy 2:22 ... 22 Now flee from youthful luestsl pursue righteousness, faith, love
and peace, with those who call on the Lord fronueeheart. (NASB95)

It Is Reasonable and Clear

The golden rule is reasonable and clear (Matt.-18;9Acts 28:23-28; Rev. 2:7). We know how
we would like to be treated. Instead of letting-gatierest blind us to our duty, it becomes the
standard of proper conduct: If you have troublerfigg out what to do in a given situation,
simply ask, “How would | like to be treated?”

Matthew 13:9-16 ... 9 “He who has ears, let himhiea0 And the disciples came and
said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in parabldg?Jesus answered them, “To you
it has been granted to know the mysteries of thgdam of heaven, but to them it has not
been granted. 12 “For whoever has, to him more Idbalgiven, and he will have an
abundance; but whoever does not have, even whaasishall be taken away from him.
13 “Therefore | speak to them in parables; becawkée seeing they do not see, and
while hearing they do not hear, nor do they underdt 14 “In their case the prophecy of
Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, "You willdgeon hearing, but will not understand;
You will keep on seeing, but will not perceiveFiB the heart of this people has become
dull, With their ears they scarcely hear, And thaye closed their eyes, Otherwise they
would see with their eyes, Hear with their earsg Anderstand with their heart and
return, And | would heal them.” 16 “But blessed gwrir eyes, because they see; and
your ears, because they hear. (NASB95)

Acts 28:23-28 ... 23 When they had set a day fai,”laey came to him at his lodging in
large numbers; and he was explaining to them bgrsaly testifying about the kingdom
of God and trying to persuade them concerning Jdsos both the Law of Moses and
from the Prophets, from morning until evening. 248 were being persuaded by the
things spoken, but others would not believe. 25wnen they did not agree with one
another, they began leaving after Paul had spokenparting word, “The Holy Spirit
rightly spoke through Isaiah the prophet to youhtas, 26 saying, ‘Go to this people
and say, “You will keep on hearing, but will notdenstand; And you will keep on seeing,
but will not perceive; 27 For the heart of this pémhas become dull, And with their ears
they scarcely hear, And they have closed their;&teerwise they might see with their
eyes, And hear with their ears, And understand thidir heart and return, And | would
heal them.”’ 28 “Therefore let it be known to ythat this salvation of God has been
sent to the Gentiles; they will also listen.” (NAEE

Revelation 2:7 ... 7 ‘He who has an ear, let himmrhg&hat the Spirit says to the churches.
To him who overcomes, | will grant to eat of theetof life which is in the Paradise of
God.” (NASB95)



Application

Our Neighbors

The golden rule should be shown toward our neighfiexod. 20:12-17; Luke 10:29-37; Gal.
6:10). If we love our neighbor, we will not cheathcovet his possessions, lie about him, etc. If
we love our neighbor, we will desire the best fionhboth physically and spiritually. We must
treat our neighbor as we would like to be treated.

Exodus 20:12-17 ... 12 “Honor your father and yooother, that your days may be
prolonged in the land which the Lord your God giyes. 13 “You shall not murder. 14
“You shall not commit adultery. 15 “You shall nééal. 16 “You shall not bear false
witness against your neighbor. 17 “You shall notetoyour neighbor’s house; you shall
not covet your neighbor’s wife or his male servanhis female servant or his ox or his
donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbdNASB95)

Luke 10:29-37 ... 29 But wishing to justify himsed said to Jesus, “And who is my
neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied and said, “A man wasgalown from Jerusalem to
Jericho, and fell among robbers, and they strippad and beat him, and went away
leaving him half dead. 31 “And by chance a prieaswoing down on that road, and
when he saw him, he passed by on the other sid&il32vise a Levite also, when he
came to the place and saw him, passed by on tlee sithe. 33 “But a Samaritan, who
was on a journey, came upon him; and when he syl felt compassion, 34 and
came to him and bandaged up his wounds, pouringmallwine on them; and he put him
on his own beast, and brought him to an inn andt tare of him. 35 “On the next day he
took out two denarii and gave them to the innke@per said, ‘Take care of him; and
whatever more you spend, when | return | will regay.’ 36 “Which of these three do
you think proved to be a neighbor to the man wharf® the robbers’ hands?” 37 And
he said, “The one who showed mercy toward him.”nfbesus said to him, “Go and do
the same.” (NASB95)

Galatians 6:10 ... 10 So then, while we have opputy, let us do good to all people, and
especially to those who are of the household ofditle. (NASB95)

Our Brethren

The golden rule should be manifested toward ouhbea (Eph. 4:1-3, 29-32; Col. 3:12-14). We
should constantly look for ways to edify and enemearone another. We should set the right
example before each other. We should help one anothime of need. We should be kind and
considerate, respectful and patient. This shoulgees in our words and deeds. We must treat
our brethren as we would like to be treated.

Ephesians 4:1-3 ... 1 Therefore I, the prisonethefLord, implore you to walk in a
manner worthy of the calling with which you haverbealled, 2 with all humility and
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gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance feramother in love, 3 being diligent to
preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond ofqeedNASB95)

Ephesians 4:29-32 ... 29 Let no unwholesome wavdgad from your mouth, but only
such a word as is good for edification accordindghe need of the moment, so that it will
give grace to those who hear. 30 Do not grieve-bly Spirit of God, by whom you were
sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitesss and wrath and anger and clamor
and slander be put away from you, along with allioga 32 Be kind to one another,
tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as Go€hrist also has forgiven you.
(NASB95)

Colossians 3:12-14 ... 12 So, as those who have tieesen of God, holy and beloved,
put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humilgyntlgness and patience; 13 bearing
with one another, and forgiving each other, whoéwes a complaint against anyone;
just as the Lord forgave you, so also should yduBéyond all these things put on love,
which is the perfect bond of unity. (NASB95)

Our Family

The golden rule should be evident in the home (B2b-33; 6:1-4; Col. 3:18-21). Husbands
and wives, parents and children, should be coreie@f one another. When we take our family
for granted, the home becomes a place of conflettus realize the need for courtesy and
understanding. We must treat our family as we wdik&lto be treated.

Ephesians 5:25-33 ... 25 Husbands, love your wjussas Christ also loved the church
and gave Himself up for her, 26 so that He mighictéy her, having cleansed her by the
washing of water with the word, 27 that He mighggant to Himself the church in all her
glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thimgit that she would be holy and
blameless. 28 So husbands ought also to love ¢heirwives as their own bodies. He
who loves his own wife loves himself; 29 for no ever hated his own flesh, but
nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ alsosdbe church, 30 because we are
members of His body. 31 For this reason a man d&alle his father and mother and
shall be joined to his wife, and the two shall beemne flesh. 32 This mystery is great;
but I am speaking with reference to Christ anddherch. 33 Nevertheless, each
individual among you also is to love his own wifereas himself, and the wife must see
to it that she respects her husband. (NASB95)

Ephesians 6:1-4 ... 1 Children, obey your parentthe Lord, for this is right. 2 Honor
your father and mother (which is the first commaadhwith a promise), 3 so that it may
be well with you, and that you may live long oneheth. 4 Fathers, do not provoke your
children to anger, but bring them up in the disigipland instruction of the Lord.
(NASB95)

Colossians 3:18-21 ... 18 Wives, be subject to hogbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19
Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittagaghst them. 20 Children, be
obedient to your parents in all things, for thisasll-pleasing to the Lord. 21 Fathers, do
not exasperate your children, so that they will lose heart. (NASB95)
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The Lost

The golden rule should be shown toward the lost.(@&-2; 2 Tim. 2:1-2; James 5:19-20). We
should be kind, but not withhold the truth. Thedest thing you can do for another person is to
teach them the truth. Put yourself in their positilh you were lost, wouldn’t you want someone
to share the gospel with you? We must treat theal®sve would like to be treated.

Galatians 6:1-2 ... 1 Brethren, even if anyoneaaght in any trespass, you who are
spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentdss; each one looking to yourself, so that
you too will not be tempted. 2 Bear one anotheusdbns, and thereby fulfill the law of
Christ. (NASB95)

2 Timothy 2:1-2 ... 1 You therefore, my son, bengtiin the grace that is in Christ Jesus.
2 The things which you have heard from me in tlesgmce of many witnesses, entrust
these to faithful men who will be able to teaclreathalso. (NASB95)

James 5:19-20 ... 19 My brethren, if any amongstoays from the truth and one turns
him back, 20 let him know that he who turns a sirfireen the error of his way will save
his soul from death and will cover a multitude ioss (NASB95)

Our Enemies

The golden rule should govern our relationship witin enemies (Matt. 5:43-48; Rom. 12:18-
21). We may not appreciate or condone their actidosvever, remember that Christian love is
not rooted in emotion, but is a principle by whigh live. We must treat our enemies as we
would like to be treated.

Matthew 5:43-48 ... 43 “You have heard that it vgagd, ‘You shall love your neighbor
and hate your enemy.’ 44 “But | say to you, lovaryenemies and pray for those who
persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of yatlieFwho is in heaven; for He causes
His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and seaitison the righteous and the
unrighteous. 46 “For if you love those who love yahat reward do you have? Do not
even the tax collectors do the same? 47 “If yowegomly your brothers, what more are
you doing than others? Do not even the Gentileshhdsame? 48 “Therefore you are to
be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 3R95)

Romans 12:18-21 ... 18 If possible, so far aspetes on you, be at peace with all men.
19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leaw@ for the wrath of God, for it is
written, “Vengeance is Mine, | will repay,” saysethord. 20 “But if your enemy is
hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give himrik; for in so doing you will heap
burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome¥il, but overcome evil with good.
(NASB95)



Conclusion

Christianity is a religion of life. We must tredk men as we would like to be treated. However,
full application of the golden rule is hopelessgybnd our reach until we become disciples of
Christ. Men in the world can observe the negatorenfof the golden rule, but only those who
have the love of God within their hearts can figltisfy the positive formulation of Jesus Christ.
To fully obey this command, we must be born ag&al(2:20; Rom. 12:1-2; 1 Pet. 1:22-25).

Galatians 2:20 ... 20 “l have been crucified withi@t; and it is no longer | who live,
but Christ lives in me; and the life which | nowdliin the flesh | live by faith in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. (M9ASB

Romans 12:1-2 ... 1 Therefore | urge you, brethbgrthe mercies of God, to present
your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptataésod, which is your spiritual service
of worship. 2 And do not be conformed to this wdola be transformed by the renewing
of your mind, so that you may prove what the Wiltod is, that which is good and
acceptable and perfect. (NASB95)

1 Peter 1:22-25 ... 22 Since you have in obedi¢mtiee truth purified your souls for a
sincere love of the brethren, fervently love onether from the heart, 23 for you have
been born again not of seed which is perishablarhperishable, that is, through the
living and enduring word of God. 24 For, “All flesé like grass, And all its glory like the
flower of grass. The grass withers, And the flofa#s off, 25 But the word of the Lord
endures forever.” And this is the word which wasgohed to you. (NASB95)



