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Introduction

The Lord always provides a way of escape for those who obey him. David learned this lesson
from his years as a fugitive from intractable King Saul (Ps. 124:1-8; cf. 68:19-20). We trust in
the same promise. If we look to God for deliverance, He will provide a way of escape from
whatever trials befall us (1 Cor. 10:13).

Psalm 124:1-8 ... 1 A Song of Ascents, of David. “Had it not been the Lord who was on
our side,” Let Israel now say, 2 “Had it not been the Lord who was on our side When
men rose up against us, 3 Then they would have swallowed us alive, When their anger
was kindled against us; 4 Then the waters would have engulfed us, The stream would
have swept over our soul; 5 Then the raging waters would have swept over our soul.” 6
Blessed be the Lord, Who has not given us to be torn by their teeth. 7 Our soul has
escaped as a bird out of the snare of the trapper; The snare is broken and we have
escaped. 8 Our help is in the name of the Lord, Who made heaven and earth. (NASB95)

Psalm 68:19-20 ... 19 Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears our burden, The God who is
our salvation. Selah. 20 God is to us a God of deliverances; And to God the Lord belong
escapes from death. (NASB95)

1 Corinthians 10:13 ... 13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to
man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able,
but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to
endure it. (NASB95)

Abraham

On one occasion, God told Abraham to take Isaac, his beloved son of promise, and offer him as a
burnt offering in the land of Moriah. The patriarch arose early in the morning, assembled the
necessary supplies, and departed for the place which God had told him. As they journeyed, Isaac
spoke with his father, saying, “Here is the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt
offering?”” Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my
son.” Indeed! When the Lord saw that Abraham was willing to obey without reservation, He
provided a way of escape (Gen. 22:1-14; Heb. 11:17-19; James 2:21-24).

Genesis 22:1-14 ... 1 Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham, and
said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take now your son,
your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as
a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose
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early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him and
Isaac his son; and he split wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of
which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham raised his eyes and saw the place
from a distance. 5 Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey, and I and
the lad will go over there,; and we will worship and return to you.” 6 Abraham took the
wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son, and he took in his hand the fire
and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. 7 Isaac spoke to Abraham his father
and said, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” And he said, “Behold, the fire
and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 8§ Abraham said, “God will
provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” So the two of them walked
on together. 9 Then they came to the place of which God had told him; and Abraham
built the altar there and arranged the wood, and bound his son Isaac and laid him on the
altar, on top of the wood. 10 Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay
his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham,
Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not stretch out your hand against
the lad, and do nothing to him; for now | know that you fear God, since you have not
withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” 13 Then Abraham raised his eyes and
looked, and behold, behind him a ram caught in the thicket by his horns; and Abraham
went and took the ram and offered him up for a burnt offering in the place of his son. 14
Abraham called the name of that place The Lord Will Provide, as it is said to this day,

“In the mount of the Lord it will be provided.” (NASB95)

Hebrews 11:17-19 ... 17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he
who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten son; 18 it was he to
whom it was said, “In Isaac your descendants shall be called.” 19 He considered that
God is able to raise people even from the dead, from which he also received him back as
a type. (NASB95)

James 2:21-24 ... 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up
Isaac his son on the altar? 22 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a
result of the works, faith was perfected; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says,
“And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,” and he was
called the friend of God. 24 You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith
alone. (NASB95)

Israel

The death of every firstborn in the land of Egypt served as an awful climax to the plagues that
came through the hand of Moses. Pharaoh relented and allowed the Israelites to depart.
Afterwards, his heart again was hardened. Pharaoh pursued the Israelites with his horses and
chariots, determined to take vengeance upon the people of God. As the army of Pharaoh drew
near, the children of Israel became very frightened. Moses said, “Fear ye not, stand still, and see
the salvation of the LORD, which he will shew to you today: for the Egyptians whom ye have
seen today, ye shall see them again no more forever” (KJV). Although the Israelites were
seemingly trapped with their backs to the Red Sea, God provided a way of escape (Exod. 14:9-
30; Ps. 106:6-12; Heb. 11:23-29).



Exodus 14:9-30 ... 9 Then the Egyptians chased after them with all the horses and
chariots of Pharaoh, his horsemen and his army, and they overtook them camping by the
sea, beside Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon. 10 As Pharaoh drew near, the sons of
Israel looked, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and they became very
frightened; so the sons of Israel cried out to the Lord. 11 Then they said to Moses, “Is it
because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the
wilderness? Why have you dealt with us in this way, bringing us out of Egypt? 12 “Is this
not the word that we spoke to you in Egypt, saying, ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the
Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the
wilderness.” 13 But Moses said to the people, “Do not fear! Stand by and see the
salvation of the Lord which He will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom
you have seen today, you will never see them again forever. 14 “The Lord will fight for
you while you keep silent.” 15 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to
Me? Tell the sons of Israel to go forward. 16 “As for you, lift up your staff and stretch
out your hand over the sea and divide it, and the sons of Israel shall go through the midst
of the sea on dry land. 17 “As for Me, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so
that they will go in after them; and | will be honored through Pharaoh and all his army,
through his chariots and his horsemen. 18 “Then the Egyptians will know that I am the
Lord, when I am honored through Pharaoh, through his chariots and his horsemen.” 19
The angel of God, who had been going before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind
them; and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them. 20 So it
came between the camp of Egypt and the camp of Israel; and there was the cloud along
with the darkness, yet it gave light at night. Thus the one did not come near the other all
night. 21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the Lord swept the sea
back by a strong east wind all night and turned the sea into dry land, so the waters were
divided. 22 The sons of Israel went through the midst of the sea on the dry land, and the
waters were like a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 23 Then the
Egyptians took up the pursuit, and all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots and his horsemen
went in after them into the midst of the sea. 24 At the morning watch, the Lord looked
down on the army of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and cloud and brought the
army of the Egyptians into confusion. 25 He caused their chariot wheels to swerve, and
He made them drive with difficulty; so the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from Israel, for the
Lord is fighting for them against the Egyptians.” 26 Then the Lord said to Moses,
“Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may come back over the
Egyptians, over their chariots and their horsemen.” 27 So Moses stretched out his hand
over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal state at daybreak, while the Egyptians
were fleeing right into it; then the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea.
28 The waters returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen, even Pharaoh’s
entire army that had gone into the sea after them; not even one of them remained. 29 But
the sons of Israel walked on dry land through the midst of the sea, and the waters were
like a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 30 Thus the Lord saved Israel
that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the
seashore. (NASB95)

Psalm 106:6-12 ... 6 We have sinned like our fathers, We have committed iniquity, we
have behaved wickedly. 7 Our fathers in Egypt did not understand Your wonders; They
did not remember Your abundant kindnesses, But rebelled by the sea, at the Red Sea. 8
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Nevertheless He saved them for the sake of His name, That He might make His power
known. 9 Thus He rebuked the Red Sea and it dried up, And He led them through the
deeps, as through the wilderness. 10 So He saved them from the hand of the one who
hated them, And redeemed them from the hand of the enemy. 11 The waters covered their
adversaries; Not one of them was left. 12 Then they believed His words; They sang His
praise. (NASB95)

Hebrews 11:23-29 ... 23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months
by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the
king’s edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh’s daughter, 25 choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God
than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 26 considering the reproach of Christ greater
riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward. 27 By faith he left
Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured, as seeing Him who is unseen. 28
By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of the blood, so that he who destroyed
the firstborn would not touch them. 29 By faith they passed through the Red Sea as
though they were passing through dry land; and the Egyptians, when they attempted it,
were drowned. (NASB95)

Christians

Christians are also promised a way of escape from temptation (1 Cor. 10:13). Just as the Lord
Jesus overcame the tempter by repeatedly saying, “It is written” (Matt. 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13), we
also can escape the snare of the devil through a knowledge of the truth (2 Tim. 2:22-26). God’s
word is a powerful means of deliverance (John 8:31-32; Rom. 1:16-17; Heb. 4:12).

1 Corinthians 10:13 ... 13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to
man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able,
but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to
endure it. (NASB95)

Matthew 4:1-11 ... 1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted
by the devil. 2 And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became
hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, command
that these stones become bread.” 4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall
not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.” " 5
Then the devil took Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the
temple, 6 and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is
written, ‘He will command His angels concerning You’; and ‘On their hands they will
bear You up, So that You will not strike Your foot against a stone.” ” 7 Jesus said to him,
“On the other hand, it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.” ” §
Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of
the world and their glory, 9 and he said to Him, “All these things I will give You, if You
fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Go, Satan! For it is written,

‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.” ”’ 11 Then the devil left Him;
and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him. (NASB95)



Luke 4:1-13 ... 1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led
around by the Spirit in the wilderness 2 for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And He
ate nothing during those days, and when they had ended, He became hungry. 3 And the
devil said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.” 4 And
Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’ ” 5 And he led
Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6 And the
devil said to Him, “I will give You all this domain and its glory, for it has been handed
over to me, and I give it to whomever I wish. 7 “Therefore if You worship before me, it
shall all be Yours.” 8 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord
your God and serve Him only.” " 9 And he led Him to Jerusalem and had Him stand on
the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself
down from here; 10 for it is written, ‘He will command His angels concerning You to
guard You,’ 11 and, ‘On their hands they will bear You up, So that You will not strike
Your foot against a stone.” ”’ 12 And Jesus answered and said to him, “It is said, ‘You
Shall not put the Lord your God to the test.” ” 13 When the devil had finished every
temptation, he left Him until an opportune time. (NASB95)

2 Timothy 2:22-26 ... 22 Now flee from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith,
love and peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. 23 But refuse foolish
and ignorant speculations, knowing that they produce quarrels. 24 The Lord’s bond-
servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged,
25 with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant
them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, 26 and they may come to their
senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his
will. (NASB95)

John 8:31-32 ... 31 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you
continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 32 and you will know the
truth, and the truth will make you free.” (NASB95)

Romans 1:16-17 ... 16 For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for
salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “But the righteous

man shall live by faith.” (NASB95)
Hebrews 4:12 ... 12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-

edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and
marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. (NASB95)

Conclusion

If we do not look for that way of escape from the temptations of Satan, there will be no escape
from the wrath of God! Disaster awaits those who are worldly-minded (Gen. 19:15-17, 24-26;
Luke 17:32), the hypocrite (Matt. 23:29-33; Rom. 2:1-3), the negligent (Heb. 2:1-4), and those
who are rebellious (Heb. 12:25-29). Let us, therefore, search for the divinely provided way of

escape. Eternity itself hangs in the balance.



Genesis 19:15-17 ... 15 When morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Up, take
your wife and your two daughters who are here, or you will be swept away in the
punishment of the city.” 16 But he hesitated. So the men seized his hand and the hand of
his wife and the hands of his two daughters, for the compassion of the Lord was upon
him; and they brought him out, and put him outside the city. 17 When they had brought
them outside, one said, “Escape for your life! Do not look behind you, and do not stay
anywhere in the valley; escape to the mountains, or you will be swept away. ” (NASB95)

Genesis 19:24-26 ... 24 Then the Lord rained on Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and
fire from the Lord out of heaven, 25 and He overthrew those cities, and all the valley, and
all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground. 26 But his wife, from
behind him, looked back, and she became a pillar of salt. (NASB95)

Luke 17:32 ... 32 “Remember Lot’s wife. (NASB95)

Matthew 23:29-33 ... 29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build
the tombs of the prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous, 30 and say, ‘If we
had been living in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partners with them in
shedding the blood of the prophets.’ 31 “So you testify against yourselves, that you are
sons of those who murdered the prophets. 32 “Fill up, then, the measure of the guilt of
your fathers. 33 “You serpents, you brood of vipers, how will you escape the sentence of

hell? (NASBO5)

Romans 2:1-3 ... 1 Therefore you have no excuse, everyone of you who passes judgment,
for in that which you judge another, you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice
the same things. 2 And we know that the judgment of God rightly falls upon those who
practice such things. 3 But do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on those
who practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of
God? (NASB95)

Hebrews 2:1-4 ... 1 For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have
heard, so that we do not drift away from it. 2 For if the word spoken through angels
proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty, 3
how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken
through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard, 4 God also testifying with
them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit
according to His own will. (NASB95)

Hebrews 12:25-29 ... 25 See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if those
did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we
escape who turn away from Him who warns from heaven. 26 And His voice shook the
earth then, but now He has promised, saying, “Yet once more I will shake not only the
earth, but also the heaven. ” 27 This expression, “Yet once more,” denotes the removing
of those things which can be shaken, as of created things, so that those things which
cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be
shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with
reverence and awe; 29 for our God is a consuming fire. (NASB95)



