How Shall We Worship?

By Mark Mayberry
5/16/2010

Introduction

Worship, the most sacred and solemn of all activities, affords communion between man and God
(Psa. 29:1-2; 95:1-7) and provides a foretaste of heaven (Rev. 4:8-11; 5:11-14).

Psalm 29:1-2 ... 1 A Psalm of David. Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of the mighty, Ascribe
to the Lord glory and strength. 2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due to His name; Worship
the Lord in holy array. (NASB95)

Psalm 95:1-7 ... 1 O come, let us sing for joy to the Lord, Let us shout joyfully to the rock
of our salvation. 2 Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving, Let us shout
joyfully to Him with psalms. 3 For the Lord is a great God And a great King above all
gods, 4 In whose hand are the depths of the earth, The peaks of the mountains are His
also. 5 The sea is His, for it was He who made it, And His hands formed the dry land. 6
Come, let us worship and bow down, Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. 7 For He is
our God, And we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand. ... (NASB9S5)

Revelation 4:8-11 ... 8 And the four living creatures, each one of them having six wings,
are full of eyes around and within, and day and night they do not cease to say, “Holy,
holy, holy is the Lord God, the Almighty, who was and who is and who is to come.” 9
And when the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the
throne, to Him who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders will fall down before
Him who sits on the throne, and will worship Him who lives forever and ever, and will
cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 11 “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God,
to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your
will they existed, and were created.” (NASB9Y5)

Revelation 5:11-14 ... 11 Then I looked, and | heard the voice of many angels around the
throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of
myriads, and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb
that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory
and blessing.” 13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under
the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, | heard saying, “To Him who sits on the
throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and
ever.” 14 And the four living creatures kept saying, “Amen.” And the elders fell down
and worshiped. (NASB95)

Men answer the question, “‘How shall we worship?” in various ways: charismatic emotionalism,
staid formalism, mystic ritualism, etc. Actually, there are only two answers: Shall we please God



or self (Gal. 1:10; 1 Thess. 2:3-4)? Not all worship is acceptable. Rejecting all forms that violate
His will and word, God demands that we worship with the right mind-set and according to the
revealed mode.

Galatians 1:10 ... 10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am | striving
to please men? If | were still trying to please men, | would not be a bond-servant of
Christ. (NASB95)

1 Thessalonians 2:3-4 ... 3 For our exhortation does not come from error or impurity or

by way of deceit; 4 but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the
gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who examines our hearts. (NASB95)

Unacceptable Worship

Mocking Worship

God does not accept worship that is offered in mockery, scorn or contempt (Matt. 20:17-19;
27:27-31; Mark 10:32-34; 15:16-20).

Matthew 20:17-19 ... 17 As Jesus was about to go up to Jerusalem, He took the twelve
disciples aside by themselves, and on the way He said to them, 18 “Behold, we are going
up to Jerusalem; and the Son of Man will be delivered to the chief priests and scribes,
and they will condemn Him to death, 19 and will hand Him over to the Gentiles to *mock
and scourge and crucify Him, and on the third day He will be raised up.” (NASB95)

Matthew 27:27-31 ... 27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium
and gathered the whole Roman cohort around Him. 28 They stripped Him and put a
scarlet robe on Him. 29 And after twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on His
head, and a reed in His right hand; and they knelt down before Him and *mocked Him,
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 They spat on Him, and took the reed and began to
beat Him on the head. 31 After they had *mocked Him, they took the scarlet robe off Him
and put His own garments back on Him, and led Him away to crucify Him. (NASB95)

Mark 10:32-34 ... 32 They were on the road going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was
walking on ahead of them; and they were amazed, and those who followed were fearful.
And again He took the twelve aside and began to tell them what was going to happen to
Him, 33 saying, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be
delivered to the chief priests and the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death and
will hand Him over to the Gentiles. 34 “They will *mock Him and spit on Him, and
scourge Him and kill Him, and three days later He will rise again.” (NASB95)

Mark 15:16-20 ... 16 The soldiers took Him away into the palace (that is, the

Praetorium), and they called together the whole Roman cohort. 17 They dressed Him up
in purple, and after twisting a crown of thorns, they put it on Him; 18 and they began to
acclaim Him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19 They kept beating His head with a reed, and
spitting on Him, and kneeling and bowing before Him. 20 After they had *mocked Him,



they took the purple robe off Him and put His own garments on Him. And they led Him
out to crucify Him. (NASB95)

Ignorant Worship

God does not accept worship that is offered in ignorance (Acts 17:22-31; Rom. 10:1-3; Eph.
4:17-19; 1 Pet. 1:13-16).

Acts 17:22-31 ... 22 So Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of
Athens, I observe that you are very religious in all respects. 23 “For while I was passing
through and examining the objects of your worship, | also found an altar with this
inscription, ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’ Therefore what you worship in ignorance, this |
proclaim to you. 24 “The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord
of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; 25 nor is He served by
human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life
and breath and all things; 26 and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live
on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries
of their habitation, 27 that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and
find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 28 for in Him we live and move and
exist, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we also are His children.’ 29
“Being then the children of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold
or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and thought of man. 30 “Therefore having
overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people
everywhere should repent, 31 because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the
world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to
all men by raising Him from the dead.” (NASB9Y5)

Romans 10:1-3 ... I Brethren, my heart’s desire and my prayer to God for them is for
their salvation. 2 For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not in
accordance with knowledge. 3 For not knowing about God’s righteousness and seeking
to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God.
(NASB95)

Ephesians 4:17-19 ... 17 So this | say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no
longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 being darkened in
their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in
them, because of the hardness of their heart; 19 and they, having become callous, have
given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with
greediness. (NASB95)

1 Peter 1:13-16 ... 13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix
your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.
14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in
your ignorance, 15 but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all
your behavior; 16 because it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” (NASB95)



Feigned Worship

God does not accept feigned worship, but demands harmony in conduct and confession (lsa.
1:11-18; Amos 4:4-5; 5:21-24; Mal. 1:6-11).

Isaiah 1:11-18 ... 11 “What are your multiplied sacrifices to Me?” Says the Lord. “I
have had enough of burnt offerings of rams And the fat of fed cattle; And | take no
pleasure in the blood of bulls, lambs or goats. 12 “When you come to appear before Me,
Who requires of you this trampling of My courts? 13 “Bring your worthless offerings no
longer, Incense is an abomination to Me. New moon and sabbath, the calling of
assemblies— I cannot endure iniquity and the solemn assembly. 14 “I hate your new
moon festivals and your appointed feasts, They have become a burden to Me; | am weary
of bearing them. 15 “So when you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide My eyes
from you; Yes, even though you multiply prayers, | will not listen. Your hands are
covered with blood. 16 “Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean;, Remove the evil of
your deeds from My sight. Cease to do evil, 17 Learn to do good; Seek justice, Reprove
the ruthless, Defend the orphan, Plead for the widow. 18 “Come now, and let us reason
together,” Says the Lord, “Though your sins are as scarlet, They will be as white as
snow; Though they are red like crimson, They will be like wool. (NASB95)

Amos 4:4-5 ... 4 “Enter Bethel and transgress; In Gilgal multiply transgression! Bring
your sacrifices every morning, Your tithes every three days. 5 “Offer a thank offering
also from that which is leavened, And proclaim freewill offerings, make them known. For
so you love to do, you sons of Israel,” Declares the Lord God. (NASB9S5)

Amos 5:21-24 ... 21 “I hate, I reject your festivals, Nor do I delight in your solemn
assemblies. 22 “Even though you offer up to Me burnt offerings and your grain offerings,
I will not accept them; And I will not even look at the peace offerings of your fatlings. 23
“Take away from Me the noise of your songs,; I will not even listen to the sound of your
harps. 24 “But let justice roll down like waters And righteousness like an ever-flowing
stream. (NASB95)

Malachi 1:6-11 ... 6 “ ‘A son honors his father, and a servant his master. Then if [ am a
father, where is My honor? And if I am a master, where is My respect?’ says the Lord of
hosts to you, O priests who despise My name. But you say, ‘How have we despised Your
name?’ 7 “You are presenting defiled food upon My altar. But you say, ‘How have we
defiled You?’ In that you say, ‘The table of the Lord is to be despised.’ 8 “But when you
present the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? And when you present the lame and sick, is it
not evil? Why not offer it to your governor? Would he be pleased with you? Or would he
receive you kindly?” says the Lord of hosts. 9 “But now will you not entreat God’s favor,
that He may be gracious to us? With such an offering on your part, will He receive any of
you kindly?” says the Lord of hosts. 10 “Oh that there were one among you who would
shut the gates, that you might not uselessly kindle fire on My altar! I am not pleased with
you,” says the Lord of hosts, “nor will I accept an offering from you. 11 “For from the
rising of the sun even to its setting, My name will be great among the nations, and in
every place incense is going to be offered to My name, and a grain offering that is pure;
for My name will be great among the nations, ” says the Lord of hosts. (NASB95)

4



Pretentious Worship

God does not accept pretentious worship that is offered to be seen of men (Matt. 6:1-4, 5-8, 16-
18; 23:1-12).

Matthew 6:1-4 ... I “Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed
by them, otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven. 2 “So when
you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you,
they have their reward in full. 3 “But when you give to the poor, do not let your left hand
know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving will be in secret; and your
Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you. (NASB95)

Matthew 6:5-8 ... 5 “When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to
stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that they may be seen by
men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 6 “But you, when you pray, go into
your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your
Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you. 7 “And when you are praying,

do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be
heard for their many words. 8 “So do not be like them, for your Father knows what you
need before you ask Him. (NASB95)

Matthew 6:16-18 ... 16 “Whenever you fast, do not put on a gloomy face as the
hypocrites do, for they neglect their appearance so that they will be noticed by men when
they are fasting. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 17 “But you, when you
fast, anoint your head and wash your face 18 so that your fasting will not be noticed by
men, but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in
secret will reward you. (NASB95)

Matthew 23:1-12 ... 1 Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to His disciples, 2 saying:
“The scribes and the Pharisees have seated themselves in the chair of Moses; 3 therefore
all that they tell you, do and observe, but do not do according to their deeds; for they say
things and do not do them. 4 “They tie up heavy burdens and lay them on men’s
shoulders, but they themselves are unwilling to move them with so much as a finger. 5
“But they do all their deeds to be noticed by men; for they broaden their phylacteries and
lengthen the tassels of their garments. 6 “They love the place of honor at banquets and
the chief seats in the synagogues, 7 and respectful greetings in the market places, and
being called Rabbi by men. 8 “But do not be called Rabbi; for One is your Teacher, and
you are all brothers. 9 “Do not call anyone on earth your father, for One is your Father,
He who is in heaven. 10 “Do not be called leaders; for One is your Leader, that is,
Christ. 11 “But the greatest among you shall be your servant. 12 “Whoever exalts
himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted. (NASB95)

Unauthorized Worship

God does not accept unauthorized worship that upholds human traditions while rejecting divine
decrees (Matt. 15:1-9; Mark 7:1-13; Col. 2:16-23; Titus 1:10-16).
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Matthew 15:1-9 ... 1 Then some Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and
said, 2 “Why do Your disciples break the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash
their hands when they eat bread.” 3 And He answered and said to them, “Why do you
yourselves transgress the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition? 4 “For
God said, ‘Honor your father and mother,” and, ‘He who speaks evil of father or mother
is to be put to death.” 5 “But you say, ‘Whoever says to his father or mother, “Whatever I
have that would help you has been given to God,” 6 he is not to honor his father or his
mother.” And by this you invalidated the word of God for the sake of your tradition. 7
“You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you: 8 ‘This people honors Me with their
lips, But their heart is far away from Me. 9 ‘But in vain do they worship Me, Teaching as
doctrines the precepts of men.” ” (NASB95)

Mark 7:1-13 ... 1 The Pharisees and some of the scribes gathered around Him when they
had come from Jerusalem, 2 and had seen that some of His disciples were eating their
bread with impure hands, that is, unwashed. 3 (For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not
eat unless they carefully wash their hands, thus observing the traditions of the elders; 4
and when they come from the market place, they do not eat unless they cleanse
themselves; and there are many other things which they have received in order to
observe, such as the washing of cups and pitchers and copper pots.) 5 The Pharisees and
the scribes asked Him, “Why do Your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the
elders, but eat their bread with impure hands?” 6 And He said to them, “Rightly did
Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written: ‘This people honors Me with their lips,
But their heart is far away from Me. 7 ‘But in vain do they worship Me, Teaching as
doctrines the precepts of men.’ 8 “Neglecting the commandment of God, you hold to the
tradition of men.” 9 He was also saying to them, “You are experts at setting aside the
commandment of God in order to keep your tradition. 10 “For Moses said, ‘Honor your
father and your mother’; and, ‘He who speaks evil of father or mother, is to be put t0
death’; 11 but you say, ‘If a man says to his father or his mother, whatever I have that
would help you is Corban (that is to say, given to God),” 12 you no longer permit him to
do anything for his father or his mother; 13 thus invalidating the word of God by your
tradition which you have handed down,; and you do many things such as that.” (NASB9YS5)

Colossians 2:16-23 ... 16 Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or
drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day— 17 things which are a
mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ. 18 Let no one keep
defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the
angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind,
19 and not holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being supplied and held
together by the joints and ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God. 20 If you
have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living
in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as, 21 “Do not handle, do not taste,
do not touch!” 22 (which all refer to things destined to perish with use)—in accordance
with the commandments and teachings of men? 23 These are matters which have, to be
sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe
treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence. (NASB95)



Titus 1:10-16 ... 10 For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers,
especially those of the circumcision, 11 who must be silenced because they are upsetting
whole families, teaching things they should not teach for the sake of sordid gain. 12 One
of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy
gluttons.” 13 This testimony is true. For this reason reprove them severely so that they
may be sound in the faith, 14 not paying attention to Jewish myths and commandments of
men who turn away from the truth. 15 To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who
are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and their conscience are
defiled. 16 They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable
and disobedient and worthless for any good deed. (NASB95)

Acceptable Worship

In order for our worship to be acceptable, it must be “in spirit and in truth.” Speaking to the
woman at the well, Jesus said, “But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers.
God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:23-24).

Offered In Spirit

To worship “in spirit” means that we manifest the proper attitude, approaching God with
reverence (Heb. 12:28-29), humility (Zeph. 2:3), penitence (Luke 18:9-14), and thanksgiving (1
Thess. 5:16-18).

Hebrews 12:28-29 ... 28 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken,
let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence
and awe; 29 for our God is a consuming fire. (NASB95)

Zephaniah 2:3 ... 3 Seek the Lord, All you humble of the earth Who have carried out His
ordinances; Seek righteousness, seek humility. Perhaps you will be hidden In the day of
the Lord’s anger. (NASB9Y5)

Luke 18:9-14 ... 9 And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves
that they were righteous, and viewed others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into
the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 “The Pharisee stood
and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other people:
swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 ‘I fast twice a week; I pay
tithes of all that I get.” 13 “But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even
unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be
merciful to me, the sinner!’ 14 “I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than
the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself
will be exalted.” (NASB95)

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 ... 16 Rejoice always; 17 pray without ceasing; 18 in everything
give thanks, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. (NASB95)



Offered In Truth

To worship “in truth” means that we obey the divine pattern (John 17:17; Rom. 6:17-18; 12:1-2;
1 Pet. 1:22-23).

John 17:17 ... 17 “Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. (NASB95)

Romans 6:17-18 ... 17 But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you
became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, 18
and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. (NASB95)

Romans 12:1-2 ... 1 Therefore | urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service
of worship. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and
acceptable and perfect. (NASB95)

1 Peter 1:22-23 ... 22 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a
sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, 23 for you have
been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the
living and enduring word of God. (NASB95)

In the New Testament, there are five divinely-prescribed acts of worship: Observing the Lord’s
Supper (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 10:16-17; 11:23-30), Giving (Rom. 15:25-27; 1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor.
9:6-7), Singing (Acts 16:25; Eph. 5:18-19; Col. 3:16-17), Praying (Acts 12:5; Col. 4:2-3; Phil.
4:6-7), and Preaching (Acts 2:42; 20:25-32; 2 Tim. 4:1-5).

Acts 20:7 ... 7 On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break
bread, Paul began talking to them, intending to leave the next day, and he prolonged his
message until midnight. (NASB95)

1 Corinthians 10:16-17 ... 16 Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the
blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ? 17
Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all partake of the one
bread. (NASB95)

1 Corinthians 11:23-30 ... 23 For | received from the Lord that which | also delivered to
you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My body, which is for you, do this in
remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 27 Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks
the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of
the Lord. 28 But a man must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread
and drink of the cup. 29 For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself



if he does not judge the body rightly. 30 For this reason many among you are weak and
sick, and a number sleep. (NASB95)

Romans 15:25-27 ... 25 but now, | am going to Jerusalem serving the saints. 26 For
Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the
saints in Jerusalem. 27 Yes, they were pleased to do so, and they are indebted to them.
For if the Gentiles have shared in their spiritual things, they are indebted to minister to
them also in material things. (NASB95)

1 Corinthians 16:1-2 ... 1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as | directed the
churches of Galatia, so do you also. 2 On the first day of every week each one of you is to
put aside and save, as he may prosper, so that no collections be made when | come.
(NASB95)

2 Corinthians 9:6-7 ... 6 Now this | say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must do just as he has
purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. (NASB95)

Acts 16:25 ... 25 But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of
praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them; (NASB95)

Ephesians 5:18-19 ... 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be
filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; (NASB95)

Colossians 3:16-17 ... 16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom
teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.
(NASB95)

Acts 12:5 ... 5 So Peter was kept in the prison, but prayer for him was being made
fervently by the church to God. (NASB95)

Colossians 4:2-3 ... 2 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of
thanksgiving; 3 praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a
door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also
been imprisoned; (NASB95)

Philippians 4:6-7 ... 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace
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of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus. (NASB95)

Acts 2:42 ... 42 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and
to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. (NASB95)

Acts 20:25-32 ... 25 “And now, behold, I know that all of you, among whom I went about
preaching the kingdom, will no longer see my face. 26 “Therefore, I testify to you this
day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 27 “For I did not shrink from declaring to
you the whole purpose of God. 28 “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock,
among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God
which He purchased with His own blood. 29 “I know that after my departure savage
wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own
selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31
“Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years |
did not cease to admonish each one with tears. 32 “And now I commend you to God and
to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance
among all those who are sanctified. (NASB95)

2 Timothy 4:1-5 ... 1 | solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus,
who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2 preach
the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great
patience and instruction. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves
teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4 and will turn away their ears from the
truth and will turn aside to myths. 5 But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do
the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. (NASB95)

Conclusion

The Lord has always required proper attitude and action from those who would approach Him
(Deut. 10:12-13; Mic. 6:8).

Deuteronomy 10:12-13 ... 12 “Now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require from
you, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and love Him, and to serve the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 13 and to keep the Lord’s
commandments and His statutes which I am commanding you today for your good?
(NASB95)

Micah 6:8 ... 8 He has told you, O man, what is good; And what does the Lord require of
you But to do justice, to love kindness, And to walk humbly with your God? (NASB95)

Will you render obedience to the gospel of Christ (Rom. 1:1-5; 16:25-27)?
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Romans 1:1-5 ... 1 Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart
for the gospel of God, 2 which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy
Scriptures, 3 concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to
the flesh, 4 who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the
dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have
received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the
Gentiles for His name’s sake, (NASB95)

Romans 16:25-27 ... 25 Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel
and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which has
been kept secret for long ages past, 26 but now is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the
prophets, according to the commandment of the eternal God, has been made known to all
the nations, leading to obedience of faith; 27 to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ,
be the glory forever. Amen. (NASB95)

Will you worship the Father in spirit and in truth (John 4:23-24)?

John 4:23-24 ... 23 “But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His
worshipers. 24 “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and
truth.” (NASBYS5)
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