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Introduction

Divine judgment is a future reality for young and old, for small and great, for the living
and the dead (Eccl. 11:9-12:1; 1 Peter 4:1-6).

Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:1 ... 9 Rejoice, young man, during your childhood, and let
your heart be pleasant during the days of young manhood. And follow the
impulses of your heart and the desires of your eyes. Yet know that God will bring
you to judgment for all these things. 10 So, remove grief and anger from your
heart and put away pain from your body, because childhood and the prime of life
are fleeting. 1 Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the
evil days come and the years draw near when you will say, “I have no delight in
them” (NASB95)

1 Peter 4:1-6 ... 1 Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves
also with the same purpose, because he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased
from sin, 2 so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of
men, but for the will of God. 3 For the time already past is sufficient for you to
have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality,
lusts, drunkenness, carousing, drinking parties and abominable idolatries. 4 In all
this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excesses of
dissipation, and they malign you; 5 but they will give account to Him who is ready
to judge the living and the dead. 6 For the gospel has for this purpose been
preached even to those who are dead, that though they are judged in the flesh as
men, they may live in the spirit according to the will of God. (NASB95)

The Word of God will be the standard of judgment (John 12:48-50; Rev. 20:11-15).

John 12:48-50 ... 48 “He who rejects Me and does not receive My sayings, has
one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day. 49
“For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father Himself who sent Me
has given Me a commandment as to what to say and what to speak. 50 “I know
that His commandment is eternal life; therefore the things I speak, | speak just as
the Father has told Me.” (NASB95)

Revelation 20:11-15 ... 11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon
it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for
them. 12 And | saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne,
and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life;



and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books,
according to their deeds. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and
death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged,
every one of them according to their deeds. 14 Then death and Hades were
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if
anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the
lake of fire. (NASB95)

Who Will Be Judged?

All mankind will be judged (Matt. 25:31-33; Acts 17:30-31).

Matthew 25:31-33 ... 31 “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all
the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. 32 “All the nations
will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; 33 and He will put the sheep on His
right, and the goats on the left. (NASB95)

Acts 17:30-31 ... 30 “Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is
now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent, 31 because He
has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man
whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from
the dead.” (NASB95)

The living and the dead will be judged (Acts 10:42; 2 Tim. 4:1-2).

Acts 10:42 ... 42 “And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to
testify that this is the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living
and the dead. (NASB95)

2 Timothy 4:1-2 ... 1 | solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ
Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His
kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. (NASB95)

The wicked and the righteous will be judged (Eccl. 3:16-17; John 5:28-29).

Ecclesiastes 3:16-17 ... 16 Furthermore, | have seen under the sun that in the
place of justice there is wickedness and in the place of righteousness there is
wickedness. 17 I said to myself, “God will judge both the righteous man and the
wicked man,” for a time for every matter and for every deed is there. (NASB95)

John 5:28-29 ... 28 “Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming, in which all
who are in the tombs will hear His voice, 29 and will come forth; those who did
the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a
resurrection of judgment. (NASB95)



What Will Be Judged?

Our deeds will be judged (Eccl. 12:13-14; Matt. 16:27).

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 ... 13 The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God
and keep His commandments, because this applies to every person. 14 For God
will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or
evil. (NASB95)

Matthew 16:27 ... 27 “For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His
Father with His angels, and will then repay every man according to his deeds.
(NASB95)

Our words will be judged (Matt. 5:21-22; 12:36-37).

Matthew 5:21-22 ... 21 “You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘You shall
not commit murder’ and ‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.’
22 “But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty
before the court; and whoever says to his brother, ‘You good-for-nothing,’ shall

be guilty before the supreme court;, and whoever says, ‘You fool,” shall be guilty
enough to go into the fiery hell. (NASB95)

Matthew 12:36-37 ... 36 “But I tell you that every careless word that people
speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment. 37 “For by your

words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”
(NASB95)

Our thoughts will be judged (1 Cor. 4:3-5; Rev. 2:23).

1 Corinthians 4:3-5 ... 3 But to me it is a very small thing that | may be examined
by you, or by any human court; in fact, | do not even examine myself. 4 For | am
conscious of nothing against myself, yet I am not by this acquitted; but the one
who examines me is the Lord. 5 Therefore do not go on passing judgment before
the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things
hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men’s hearts, and then each
man’s praise will come to him from God. (NASB95)

Revelation 2:23 ... 23 ‘And I will kill her children [i.e. followers of Jezebel] with
pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds
and hearts; and | will give to each one of you according to your deeds. (NASB95)

Why Will We Be Judged?

There will be submission (Rom. 14:10-12; Phil. 2:9-11).

Romans 14:10-12 ... 10 But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again,
why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we will all stand before the



judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee
shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall give praise to God.” 12 So then each one
of us will give an account of himself to God. (NASB95)

Philippians 2:9-11 ... 9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and
bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of
Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father. (NASB95)

There will be sentencing (Matt. 7:21-23; Luke 13:22-30).

Matthew 7:21-23 ... 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter
the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven
will enter. 22 “Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy
in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform
many miracles?’ 23 “And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart
from Me, you who practice lawlessness.” (NASB95)

Luke 13:22-30 ... 22 And He was passing through from one city and village to
another, teaching, and proceeding on His way to Jerusalem. 23 And someone said
to Him, “Lord, are there just a few who are being saved?” And He said to them,
24 “Strive to enter through the narrow door, for many, I tell you, will seek to
enter and will not be able. 25 “Once the head of the house gets up and shuts the
door, and you begin to stand outside and knock on the door, saying, ‘Lord, open
up to us!’ then He will answer and say to you, ‘I do not know where you are
from.’ 26 “Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in Your presence, and
You taught in our streets’; 27 and He will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where
you are from,; depart from Me, all you evildoers.’ 28 “In that place there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and
all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but yourselves being thrown out. 29 “And
they will come from east and west and from north and south, and will recline at
the table in the kingdom of God. 30 “And behold, some are last who will be first
and some are first who will be last.” (NASB95)

There will be separation (Matt. 13:41-43; 25:31-46).

Matthew 13:41-43 ... 41 “The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they
will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit
lawlessness, 42 and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 “Then the righteous will shine forth as
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. (NASB95)

Matthew 25:31-46 ... 31 “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all
the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. 32 “All the nations
will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; 33 and He will put the sheep on His



right, and the goats on the left. 34 “Then the King will say to those on His right,
‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world. 35 ‘For I was hungry, and you gave Me
something to eat; | was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; | was a
stranger, and you invited Me in; 36 naked, and you clothed Me; | was sick, and
you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.’ 317 “Then the righteous will
answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and
give You something to drink? 38 ‘And when did we see You a stranger, and invite
You in, or naked, and clothe You? 39 ‘When did we see You sick, or in prison, and
come to You?’ 40 “The King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to
the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them,
you did it to Me.’ 41 “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from

Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and
his angels; 42 for | was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; | was thirsty,
and you gave Me nothing to drink; 43 | was a stranger, and you did not invite Me
in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit
Me.’ 44 “Then they themselves also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see You
hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take
care of You?’ 45 “Then He will answer them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent
that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 46

“These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
(NASB95)

Conclusion

Are you prepared to face God in the judgment (2 Cor. 5:9-11; 2 Thess. 1:5-10)?

2 Corinthians 5:9-11 ... 9 Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at
home or absent, to be pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the
body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 11 Therefore,
knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we are made manifest to God;
and | hope that we are made manifest also in your consciences. (NASB95)

2 Thessalonians 1:5-10 ... 5 This is a plain indication of God'’s righteous
judgment so that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which
indeed you are suffering. 6 For after all it is only just for God to repay with
affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to
us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty
angels in flaming fire, 8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God
and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 These will pay the
penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the
glory of His power, 10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day,
and to be marveled at among all who have believed—for our testimony to you was
believed. (NASB95)

Do you eagerly anticipate that great day (Heb. 9:27-28; 1 John 4:15-18)?



Hebrews 9:27-28 ... 27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and
after this comes judgment, 28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the
sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to
those who eagerly await Him. (NASB95)

1 John 4:15-18 ... 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides
in him, and he in God. 16 We have come to know and have believed the love
which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God,
and God abides in him. 17 By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have
confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world.
18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves
punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love. (NASB95)



