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Introduction

Sacred Scripture repeatedly emphasi zes the importance of seeking God (Psa. 119:1-3; Acts
17:24-28).

Psalm 119:1-3 ... 1 How blessed are those whosesMalgmeless, Who walk in the law
of the Lord. ZHow blessed are those who observe His testimoMésy seek Him with
all their heart. 3 They also do no unrighteousness; They walk sgwiys. (NASB95)

Acts 17:24-28 ... 24 “The God who made the world alhthings in it, since He is Lord
of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples maithehands; 25 nor is He served by
human hands, as though He needed anything, sinddimdgelf gives to all people life
and breath and all things; 26 and He made from @@ every nation of mankind to live
on all the face of the earth, having determinedrtappointed times and the boundaries
of their habitation, 2hat they would seek God, if perhaps they mightggdor Him

and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 28riddim we live and move
and exist, as even some of your own poets have'Bardwe also are His children.’
(NASB95)

Seek the Lord according to the divine pattern

We must seek the Lord according to the divine pattern (Deut. 12:1-7; 1 Chron. 15:11-15).

Deuteronomy 12:1-7 ... 1 “These are the statutesthe judgments which you shall
carefully observe in the land which the Lord, thed®f your fathers, has given you to
possess as long as you live on the earth. 2 “Yail gtterly destroy all the places where
the nations whom you shall dispossess serve thds,@n the high mountains and on the
hills and under every green tree. 3 “You shall tdawn their altars and smash their
sacred pillars and burn their Asherim with fire,cayou shall cut down the engraved
images of their gods and obliterate their name ftbat place. 4 “You shall not act like
this toward the Lord your God.“But you shall seek the Lord at the place which the
Lord your God will choose from all your tribes, ®stablish His name there for His
dwelling, and there you shall comé.“There you shall bring your burnt offerings, you
sacrifices, your tithes, the contribution of yoamid, your votive offerings, your freewill
offerings, and the firstborn of your herd and ofiyflock. 7 “There also you and your
households shall eat before the Lord your God, r@joice in all your undertakings in
which the Lord your God has blessed you. (NASB95)



1 Chronicles 15:11-15 ... 11 Then David calledZadok and Abiathar the priests, and
for the Levites, for Uriel, Asaiah, Joel, Shemaighel and Amminadab, 12 and said to
them, “You are the heads of the fathers’ householdke Levites; consecrate yourselves
both you and your relatives, that you may bringhgark of the Lord God of Israel to
the place that | have prepared for it. Because you did not carry it at the first, the
Lord our God made an outburst on us, for we did regtek Him according to the
ordinance.” 14 So the priests and the Levites consecratedstiless to bring up the ark
of the Lord God of Israel. 15 The sons of the lesvitarried the ark of God on their
shoulders with the poles thereon, as Moses had emded according to the word of the
Lord. (NASB95)

Seek the Lord with all our heart

We must seek the Lord with all our heart (1 Chron. 22:17-19; 28:6-10).

1 Chronicles 22:17-19 ... 17 David also commandétha leaders of Israel to help his
son Solomon, saying, 18 “Is not the Lord your Gaithwou? And has He not given you
rest on every side? For He has given the inhabstafthe land into my hand, and the
land is subdued before the Lord and before His fed@®@“Now set your heart and your
soul to seek the Lord your Godyrise, therefore, and build the sanctuary of tioed_
God, so that you may bring the ark of the covewétte Lord and the holy vessels of
God into the house that is to be built for the narhthe Lord.” (NASB95)

1 Chronicles 28:6-10 ... 6 “He said to me, ‘Youns®olomon is the one who shall build
My house and My courts; for | have chosen him ta ben to Me, and | will be a father
to him. 7 ‘1 will establish his kingdom forevemhi resolutely performs My
commandments and My ordinances, as is done no806 &ow, in the sight of all Israel,
the assembly of the Lord, and in the hearing of@ad, observe and seek after all the
commandments of the Lord your God so that you roaggss the good land and
bequeath it to your sons after you forever A& ‘for you, my son Solomon, know the
God of your father, and serve Him with a whole héand a willing mind; for the Lord
searches all hearts, and understands every intehe thoughts. If you seek Him, He
will let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He i reject you forever.10 “Consider
now, for the Lord has chosen you to build a hooséhe sanctuary; be courageous and
act.” (NASB95)Seek the Lord in times of apostasy

Seek the Lord in times of apostasy

We must seek the Lord in times of apostasy (2 Chron. 11:14-17; 2 Tim. 3:13-17).

2 Chronicles 11:14-17 ... 14 For the Levites lb#it pasture lands and their property
and came to Judah and Jerusalem, for Jeroboam &nsidms had excluded them from
serving as priests to the Lord. 15 He set up psiesthis own for the high places, for the
satyrs and for the calves which he had madeligse from all the tribes of Israel who
set their hearts on seeking the Lord God of Isrd@llowed them to Jerusalem, to
sacrifice to the Lord God of their fatherd.7 They strengthened the kingdom of Judah
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and supported Rehoboam the son of Solomon for ylaases, for they walked in the way
of David and Solomon for three years. (NASB95)

2 Timothy 3:13-17 ... 13 But evil men and impostaitsproceed from bad to worse,
deceiving and being deceived. 14 You, howeverimanin the things you have learned
and become convinced of, knowing from whom you leaveed them, 15 and that from
childhood you have known the sacred writings whighable to give you the wisdom
that leads to salvation through faith which is ihr@t Jesus. 16 All Scripture is inspired
by God and profitable for teaching, for reprooft tmrrection, for training in
righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may bguade, equipped for every good
work. (NASB95)

Seek the Lord from the land of captivity

We must seek the Lord from the land of captivity (Deut. 4:25-31; Hos. 3:1-5).

Deuteronomy 4:25-31 ... 25 “When you become theefatf children and children’s
children and have remained long in the land, andcacruptly, and make an idol in the
form of anything, and do that which is evil in tght of the Lord your God so as to
provoke Him to anger, 26 | call heaven and eartlwiimess against you today, that you
will surely perish quickly from the land where yeme going over the Jordan to possess
it. You shall not live long on it, but will be utiedestroyed. 27 “The Lord will scatter
you among the peoples, and you will be left femuimber among the nations where the
Lord drives you. 28 “There you will serve gods, ek of man’s hands, wood and
stone, which neither see nor hear nor eat nor sr@8l'But from there you will seek the
Lord your God, and you will find Him if you searcfor Him with all your heart and all
your soul.30 “When you are in distress and all these thinggehcome upon you, in the
latter days you will return to the Lord your Goddalisten to His voice. 31 “For the Lord
your God is a compassionate God; He will not failiynor destroy you nor forget the
covenant with your fathers which He swore to th@gdhSB95)

Hosea 3:1-5 ... 1 Then the Lord said to me, “Goiagkve a woman who is loved by her
husband, yet an adulteress, even as the Lord kbnesons of Israel, though they turn to
other gods and love raisin cakes.” 2 So | boughtfbe myself for fifteen shekels of silver
and a homer and a half of barley. 3 Then | saitieég “You shall stay with me for many
days. You shall not play the harlot, nor shall yave a man; so | will also be toward
you.” 4 For the sons of Israel will remain for madgys without king or prince, without
sacrifice or sacred pillar and without ephod or lsetold idols. RAfterward the sons of
Israel will return and seek the Lord their God arfdavid their king; and they will come
trembling to the Lord and to His goodness in thestadlays (NASB95)

Conclusion

Consider the sad examples of Rehoboam (2 Chron. 12:13-14) and Asa (2 Chron. 14:2-4; 15:1-2,
8-15; 16:7-14).



2 Chronicles 12:13-14 ... 13 So King Rehoboam gtfeened himself in Jerusalem and
reigned. NowRehoboamwas forty-one years old when he began to reigd,t@reigned
seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city which tiné lhad chosen from all the tribes of
Israel, to put His name there. And his mother’s samas Naamah the Ammonitess. 14
He did evil because he did not set his heart tokséee Lord (NASB95)

2 Chronicles 14:2-4 ... Asadid good and right in the sight of the Lord hisd3>8 for he
removed the foreign altars and high places, torethe sacred pillars, cut down the

Asherim, 4 angdommanded Judah to seek the Lord God of their fathand to observe
the law and the commandmeniNASB95)

2 Chronicles 15:1-2 ... 1 Now the Spirit of God eaomAzariah the son of Oded, 2 and
he went out to meet Asa and said to him, “Listem& Asa, and all Judah and
Benjamin: the Lord is with you when you are witimHAnd if you seek Him, He will let
you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He will forske you.(NASB95)

2 Chronicles 15:8-15 ... 8 Now when Asa heard thesels and the prophecy which
Azariah the son of Oded the prophet spoke, hedookage and removed the abominable
idols from all the land of Judah and Benjamin arahf the cities which he had captured
in the hill country of Ephraim. He then restore@ #itar of the Lord which was in front
of the porch of the Lord. 9 He gathered all Judak 8enjamin and those from Ephraim,
Manasseh and Simeon who resided with them, for mief@gted to him from Israel when
they saw that the Lord his God was with him. 1@y assembled at Jerusalem in the
third month of the fifteenth year of Asa’s reigh.They sacrificed to the Lord that day
700 oxen and 7,000 sheep from the spoil they hadgtt. 12They entered into the
covenant to seek the Lord God of their fathers wath their heart and soul; 13 and
whoever would not seek the Lord God of Israel shibble put to death, whether small
or great, man or womarnl4 Moreover, they made an oath to the Lord witbwlvoice,
with shouting, with trumpets and with horns. 15Jdtlah rejoiced concerning the oath,
for they had sworn with their whole heart and hadght Him earnestly, and He let them
find Him. So the Lord gave them rest on every $MASB95)

2 Chronicles 16:7-14 ... 7 At that tirianani the seercame to Asa king of Judah and
said to him, ‘Because you have relied on the king of Aram and gawt relied on the
Lord your God, therefore the army of the king of &m has escaped out of your har@l.
“Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubim an immenseyavith very many chariots and
horsemen? Yet because you relied on the Lord, Heedsd them into your hand. 9 “For
the eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughouetréh that He may strongly support
those whose heart is completely His. You have dotdishly in this. Indeed, from now
on you will surely have wars.” 10 Then Asa was gngith the seer and put him in
prison, for he was enraged at him for this. And Appressed some of the people at the
same time. 11 Now, the acts of Asa from first$t laehold, they are written in the Book
of the Kings of Judah and Israel. Ii?the thirty-ninth year of his reign Asa became
diseased in his feet. His disease was severe,waet i his disease he did not seek the
Lord, but the physiciansl3 So Asa slept with his fathers, having died enfdnty-first
year of his reign. 14 They buried him in his owmbowhich he had cut out for himself in
the city of David, and they laid him in the restplgce which he had filled with spices of
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various kinds blended by the perfumers’ art; aneytmade a very great fire for him.
(NASB95)

Therefore, let us seek the Lord while Isa. 55:6-7; Amos 5:4-7Isaiah 55:6-7 ... 6eek the Lord
while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is ae 7 Let the wicked forsake his
way And the unrighteous man his thoughts; Andifatrieturn to the Lord, And He will
have compassion on him, And to our God, For Heatilindantly pardon. (NASB95)

Amos 5:4-7 ... 4 For thus says the Lord to the baafdsrael, ‘Seek Me that you may
live. 5 “But do not resort to Bethel And do not come tlm&, Nor cross over to
Beersheba; For Gilgal will certainly go into capti And Bethel will come to trouble. 6
“Seek the Lord that you may live, Or He will brdakth like a fire, O house of Joseph,
And it will consume with none to quench it for B&tid For those who turn justice into
wormwood And cast righteousness down to the ea(MhXSB95)



