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Introduction

What do you say when confronted by the truth? It is important that we respond to the gospel
message with the hearing of faith (Rom. 10:12-17). Note the repeated admonitions of Sacred
Scripture: “He who has ears to hear, let him hear” (Matt. 11:15; Mark 4:9; Luke 8:8; 14:35). “He
who has ears, let him hear” (Matt. 13:9, 43). “If anyone has an ear, let him hear” (Rev. 13:9). “If
anyone has ears to hear, let him hear” (Mark 4:23). “He who has an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says to the churches” (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13; 22).

Romans 10:12-17 (NASB95) — 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek;
for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him; 13 for
“Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 14 How then will they call on
Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not
heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? 15 How will they preach unless they
are sent? Just as it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news
of good things!” 16 However, they did not all heed the good news; for Isaiah says,
“Lord, who has believed our report?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by
the word of Christ.

Some Evidence a Spirit of Obedience

After hearing Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, three thousand men demonstrated a spirit
of obedience (Acts 2:32-42).

Acts 2:32-42 (NASB95) — 32 “This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all
witnesses. 33 “Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having
received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which
you both see and hear. 34 “For it was not David who ascended into heaven, but he
himself says: ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, 35 Until I make Your
enemies a footstool for Your feet.” ’ 36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know for
certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified.”
37 Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the
rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?”” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and
each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 “For the promise is for you and your
children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself.”
40 And with many other words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying,
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“Be saved from this perverse generation!” 41 So then, those who had received his word
were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand souls. 42 They were
continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer.

Some Evidence a Spirit of Defiance

After hearing Stephen’s sermon before the Jewish Council, the audience demonstrated a spirit of
defiance (Acts 7:51-60).

Acts 7:51-60 (NASB95) — 51 “You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart
and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did. 52
“Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? They killed those who had
previously announced the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers
you have now become; 53 you who received the law as ordained by angels, and yet did
not keep it.”’ 54 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the quick, and they began
gnashing their teeth at him. 55 But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; 56 and he
said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man standing at the right hand
of God.” 57 But they cried out with a loud voice, and covered their ears and rushed at
him with one impulse. 58 When they had driven him out of the city, they began stoning
him; and the witnesses laid aside their robes at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59
They went on stoning Stephen as he called on the Lord and said, “Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit!” 60 Then falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold
this sin against them!” Having said this, he fell asleep.

Some Evidence a Spirit of Eagerness

After hearing Philip’s sermon on the prophecy of Isaiah, the Ethiopian nobleman demonstrated a
spirit of eagerness (Acts 8:26-40).

Acts 8:26-40 (NASB95) — 26 But an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip saying, “Get up
and go south to the road that descends from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a desert road.)
27 So he got up and went; and there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure; and he had
come to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and he was returning and sitting in his chariot, and
was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go up and join this
chariot.” 30 Philip ran up and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and said, “Do you
understand what you are reading?”” 31 And he said, “Well, how could I, unless someone
guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of
Scripture which he was reading was this: “He was led as a sheep to slaughter; And as a
lamb before its shearer is silent, So He does not open His mouth. 33 “In humiliation His
judgment was taken away; Who will relate His generation? For His life is removed from
the earth.” 34 The eunuch answered Philip and said, “Please tell me, of whom does the
prophet say this? Of himself or of someone else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and
beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him. 36 As they went along the road
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they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “Look! Water! What prevents me from
being baptized?” 37 [And Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And
he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”’] 38 And he
ordered the chariot to stop; and they both went down into the water, Philip as well as the
eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the
Lord snatched Philip away; and the eunuch no longer saw him, but went on his way
rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he kept
preaching the gospel to all the cities until he came to Caesarea.

Some Evidence a Spirit of Apathy

After hearing Paul’s sermon on personal accountability, Felix the Governor demonstrated a spirit
of apathy (Acts 24:24-27).

Acts 24:24-27 (NASB95) — 24 But some days later Felix arrived with Drusilla, his wife
who was a Jewess, and sent for Paul and heard him speak about faith in Christ Jesus. 25
But as he was discussing righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, Felix
became frightened and said, “Go away for the present, and when | find time 1 will
summon you.”’ 26 At the same time too, he was hoping that money would be given him by
Paul; therefore he also used to send for him quite often and converse with him. 27 But
after two years had passed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus, and wishing to do the
Jews a favor, Felix left Paul imprisoned.

Conclusion

What do you say when confronted by the truth? Do you evidence a spirit of obedience, a spirit of
defiance, a spirit of eagerness, or a spirit of apathy? Scriptural emphasis for action is always on
the present moment: “Now is the acceptable time.” Lest we receive the grace of God in vain, we
must view today as the day of salvation (2 Cor. 6:1-2; Heb. 3:5-11; 4:1-7).

2 Corinthians 6:1-2 (NASB95) — 1 And working together with Him, we also urge you not
to receive the grace of God in vain— 2 for He says, “At the acceptable time I listened to
you, And on the day of salvation I helped you.” Behold, now is “the acceptable time,”
behold, now is “the day of salvation"—

Hebrews 3:5-11 (NASB95) — 5 Now Moses was faithful in all His house as a servant, for
a testimony of those things which were to be spoken later; 6 but Christ was faithful as a
Son over His house—whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of
our hope firm until the end. 7 Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, “Today if you hear
His voice, 8 Do not harden your hearts as when they provoked Me, As in the day of trial
in the wilderness, 9 Where your fathers tried Me by testing Me, And saw My works for
forty years. 10 “Therefore I was angry with this generation, And said, ‘They always go
astray in their heart, And they did not know My ways’; 11 As I swore in My wrath, ‘They
shall not enter My rest.” ”



Hebrews 4:1-7 (NASB95) — 1 Therefore, let us fear if, while a promise remains of
entering His rest, any one of you may seem to have come short of it. 2 For indeed we
have had good news preached to us, just as they also; but the word they heard did not
profit them, because it was not united by faith in those who heard. 3 For we who have
believed enter that rest, just as He has said, “As I swore in My wrath, They shall not
enter My rest,” although His works were finished from the foundation of the world. 4 For
He has said somewhere concerning the seventh day: “And God rested on the seventh day
from all His works”; 5 and again in this passage, “They shall not enter My rest.” 6
Therefore, since it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly had good news
preached to them failed to enter because of disobedience, 7 He again fixes a certain day,
“Today, ” saying through David after so long a time just as has been said before, “Today
if you hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts.”



